Macedonia Evangelical Lutheran Church

“When I was in want...my needs were supplied
by the people who came from Macedonia."
11l Corinthians 11:9

Second Sunday of Christmas
January 4, 2009
8:15 & 10:30 Worship Services




MACEDONIA'S MISSION STATEMENT

Mission:

Vision:

A community of believers responding to the Gospel of Jesus

Christ through faith, worship and action.

That Christ might have first place in everything. (Col. 1:18)

Invest in youth and family life.
Support and develop education programs.
Build community by developing strong Christian fellowship.

Improve communication including the effective use of technology.

Think beyond ourselves to be involved in local synodical and
churchwide programs.

Strengthen and develop programs to attract others to Christ.

Increase cooperation and mission opportunities with Lutheran
Retirement Ministries.

Encourage an attitude that promotes the development of new
ministries.

Identify and use the talents of the congregation to meet the needs of
the church and community.




January 4 2009 The Marks.of Discipleship: I will strive to . . .

Second Sunday After Christmas +
Holy Communion :

+

Setting One — 8:15 & 10:30 (ELW)

+

INTRODUCTION

Pray daily

Worship weekly

Read the Bible daily

Serve at and beyond Macedonia Evangelical
Lutheran Church

Be in Relationship with others to encourage
spiritual growth

Give of my time, talents and resources in a
generous manner and to the glory of God

Within the gospel reading’s profound words lies the simple message that God is revealed in a human
person. Though we may try to understand how the Word existed with God from the beginning of time, the
wonder we celebrate at Christmas is that the Word continues to dwell among us. Christ comes among us
in the gathered assembly, the scriptures, the waters of new birth, and the bread and the wine. Through
these ordinary gifts we receive the fullness of God’s grace and truth.

P = Pastor
C = Congregation
A = Assistant

PRELUDE (8:15) A Rose Breaks Into Bloom

ANNOUNCEMENTS

(Please prepare yourself for worship during the Prelude)
PRELUDE (10:30) Hark! The Herald Angels Sing
Stand

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

settings by J. Brahms
and M. Praetorius

setting by David Cherwien

P In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen
P God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin to

live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your
forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C Amen

P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.



Kneel/Sit

Silence for reflection and self-examination.

P Most merciful God,

C we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not
loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your
Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in
your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.

P In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God forgives
us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, | therefore
declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of
the Holy Spirit.

C Amen

GATHERING SONG Hark! The Herald Angels Sing ELW 270 (Red Hymnal)

GREETING

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be
with you all.

C And also with you.

O

In peace, letus pray to the Lord.
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For the peace from above, and for our salvation, letus pray to the Lord.
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let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mer - cy.
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Help, save, comfort, and de - fend wus, gra-cious Lord.
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HYMN OF PRAISE Men Sing 1, Women Sing 2, All Sing 3 & Refrain
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
P Let us pray.
C Almighty God, you have filled all the earth with the light of your incarnate Word. By your

grace empower us to reflect your light in all that we do, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C Amen

(10:30) INSTALLATION OF THE 2009 CHURCH COUNCIL OF MACEDONIA LUTHERAN CHURCH
FIRST READING Jeremiah 31:7-14

A A reading from Jeremiah chapter thirty-one.

God promises to bring Israel back to its land from the most remote parts of exile. In Zion Israel will rejoice
over God's gift of food and livestock. Young women will express their joy in dancing, God will give gladness
instead of sorrow.

"For thus says the LORD:

Sing aloud with gladness for Jacob,
and raise shouts for the chief of the nations;
proclaim, give praise, and say,
"Save, O LORD, your people,
the remnant of Israel."

8See, | am going to bring them from the land of the north,
and gather them from the farthest parts of the earth,
among them the blind and the lame,
those with child and those in labor, together;
a great company, they shall return here.

*With weeping they shall come,



and with consolations | will lead them back,

I will let them walk by brooks of water,

in a straight path in which they shall not stumble;

for | have become a father to Israel,

and Ephraim is my firstborn.
Hear the word of the LORD, O nations,

and declare it in the coastlands far away;

say, "He who scattered Israel will gather him,

and will keep him as a shepherd a flock."
IFor the LORD has ransomed Jacob,

and has redeemed him from hands too strong for him.
2They shall come and sing aloud on the height of Zion,

and they shall be radiant over the goodness of the LORD,

over the grain, the wine, and the oil,

and over the young of the flock and the herd,;

their life shall become like a watered garden,

and they shall never languish again.
BThen shall the young women rejoice in the dance,

and the young men and the old shall be merry.

I will turn their mourning into joy,

I will comfort them, and give them gladness for sorrow.
Y1 will give the priests their fill of fatness,

and my people shall be satisfied with my bounty,
says the LORD.

A The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING  Ephesians 1:3-14
A A reading from Ephesians chapter one.

In Jesus, all of God’s plans and purposes have been made known as heaven and earth are united in
Christ. Through Jesus, we have been chosen as God’s children and have been promised eternal salvation.

*Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual
blessing in the heavenly places, “just as he chose us in Christ before the foundation of the world to be
holy and blameless before him in love. *He destined us for adoption as his children through Jesus Christ,
according to the good pleasure of his will, °to the praise of his glorious grace that he freely bestowed on
us in the Beloved. ’In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses,
according to the riches of his grace ®that he lavished on us. With all wisdom and insight °he has made
known to us the mystery of his will, according to his good pleasure that he set forth in Christ, ‘%s a plan
for the fullness of time, to gather up all things in him, things in heaven and things on earth. *In Christ we
have also obtained an inheritance, having been destined according to the purpose of him who
accomplishes all things according to his counsel and will, *?so that we, who were the first to set our hope
on Christ, might live for the praise of his glory. *In him you also, when you had heard the word of truth,



the gospel of your salvation, and had believed in him, were marked with the seal of the promised Holy
Spirit; “this is the pledge of our inheritance toward redemption as God's own people, to the praise of his
glory.

A The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
Stand
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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Lord, to whom shall we go?  You have the words of e-ter-nal life.
GOSPEL John 1:10-18
P The Holy Gospel according to St. John the first chapter.
C Glory to you, O Lord.

%He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not know him. *He
came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. *?But to all who received him, who
believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God, **who were born, not of blood or of the
will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God.

¥And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a
father's only son, full of grace and truth. **(John testified to him and cried out, "This was he of whom |
said, 'He who comes after me ranks ahead of me because he was before me.™) **From his fullness we
have all received, grace upon grace. *"The law indeed was given through Moses; grace and truth came
through Jesus Christ. *®No one has ever seen God. It is God the only Son, who is close to the Father's
heart, who has made him known.

P The Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.
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HYMN OF THE DAY Go Tell It on the Mountain ELW 290 (Red Hymnal)

SERMON “THE GOD OF NEW BEGINNINGS”
Text: John 1:10-18

(10:30) INSTALLATION OF 2009 TWIN LAKES COMMUNITY BOARD OF DIRECTORS (Inserz)
APOSTLES’ CREED

C | believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

A Rejoicing that the grace of God has been revealed in the birth of Jesus Christ, the light of the
world, let us pray for the church, those in need, and all of God's creation.

A brief silence.

A You have given your church grace upon grace. Bless its mission to proclaim your salvation to the
farthest parts of the earth. Gracious God,

C hear our prayer.

A You have filled us with the finest wheat. Move us to share from our bounty that others may be
satisfied. Gracious God,



C hear our prayer.

A You have made all nations one in you. Grant your wisdom and insight to those who lead, and
give all countries peace within their borders and with other nations. Gracious God,

C hear our prayer.

A You hear the needs of all. Send your healing Spirit to the blind, the lame, and the sick
(especially), that they may know your consolation. Gracious God,

C hear our prayer.

A You have marked your children with the seal of the promised Holy Spirit and have adopted us as

your own. Empower us to claim our inheritance as children of God in service to others. Gracious God,

C hear our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

A You promise comfort for all who grieve and turn their mourning into joy. We give you thanks for
all who have died in Christ (especially), and we wait in anticipation for the day when you gather all things
in heaven and on earth in you. Gracious God,

C hear our prayer.

P Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy;
through Jesus Christ our Savior.

C Amen
SHARING OF THE PEACE

P The peace of Christ be with you always.
C And also with you.

The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ's peace, and may say, "Peace be with you," or
similar words.

OFFERING

ORGAN OFFERTORY (8:15) Bright and Glorious Is the Sky Danish Carol for Epiphany
CHOIR ANTHEM (10:30 Brightest and Best Paul Sjolund

OFFERTORY HYMN The Bells of Christmas (stz. 1 & 6) ELW 298 (Red Hymnal)
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THE PRAYER

A Let us pray.

A Holy God, gracious and merciful, you bring forth food from the earth and nourish your whole
creation. Turn our hearts toward those who hunger in any way, that all may know your care; and prepare
us now to feast on the bread of life, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING
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THE PREFACE (Spoken by the Pastor)

P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks
and praise . . . we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION
P In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

THE LORD'S PRAYER

C Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

COMMUNION
P Taste and see that the Lord is good.

The assembly may be seated. The bread may be broken for the communion.



When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say

A The body of Christ, given for you.
The blood of Christ, shed for you.

And each person may respond Amen.

LAMB OF GOD (Sing Twice)
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way the sin  of the world; grant us peace, grant us  peace.
COMMUNION HYMNS What Child Is This ELW 296 (Red Hymnal)
‘Twas in the Moon of Wintertime ELW 284 (rRed Hymnal)
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PRAYER AND BENEDICTION
A Let us pray.

A

We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the healing power of this

gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward

one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.

C Amen
BLESSING

P

C Amen.

SENDING SONG

DISMISSAL

A Go in peace. Serve the Lord.

C Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE (8:15) All Glory Be to
(10:30) O Come, All Ye

O Come, All Ye Faithful

Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.

ELW 283 (Red Hymnal)

God setting by A. Vetter

Faithful setting by David Cherwien
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Welcome! On the threshold of a new year, we joyfully greet each person present at
worship. May our love and respect for one another be steady and true as we strive to follow
Christ our Lord.

Visitors! We are delighted you are with us. Please give us your name, address and phone
number on a Welcome Card in the pew pocket or in the Friendship Register.

The Altar flowers are given to the glory of God and in honor of Bailey Claypool’s
birthday by Bill & Michele Claypool.

Please remember in your prayers: Boyd Black, Joan Blomberg, Bill Griggs, Joyce Helgeson,
Susan Lambeth, David Millspaugh, Violet Patton. The family of Tut Davis. (Requests are to
be renewed weekly by contacting the church office.)

Loaves and Fishes — For the month of January please bring juices, peanut butter and sugar.

Please note . . . 2009 offering envelopes are available in the Narthex. Please use them each
Sunday and mark them clearly for General and/or Capital fund.

The Installation of Macedonia’s Church Council is as follows: Council President:
Barbara Lilienthal, Vice President: Yvonne White, Secretary: Frank Rhue, Treasurer,
General Fund: Paul Cobb, Treasurer, Capital Fund: Bruce Moore. Additional members
include: Kim Black, Michele Claypool, Xylda Gee, Joel Helgeson, Beverly Hiller, Don
Matkins, LeeAnn Neal, Debbie Riggs, Diane Robinson, Tom Meisenbach, Vern
Misenheimer, Ned Thigpen and Joan Tolley.

The Installation of Twin Lakes Community Board of Directors is as follows:
Mr. Robert B. Chandler, Dr. G. Reid Dusenberry, 111, Mr. Grover W. Moore, Jr.,
Mr. R. Craig Patterson, Mr. D. Bryan Pennington, Mr. Franklin R. Rhue and
Mrs. Nadine J. Ross.

If you have not had a chance to pick up you Poinsettias please do so today! Any plants
remaining after the 10:30 service will be removed from the church later this week.

Blood Drive! Macedonia will host an American Red Cross Blood Drive this coming
Tuesday, January 6 from 2:00 - 6:30 p.m. in Luther Hall. To schedule an appointment,
please call Leah Bass at 584-0266 or for additional information call the American Red
Cross at 226-4906.

The Men of Macedonia will meet on Thursday, January 8, 2009 at the Mayflower



Restaurant on Huffman Mill Rd. The program will be on USHERING. All men are
invited. We need for all ushers to be present for this informative, up-to-date rendering on
the duties and responsibilities of being an usher. This is an attempt to bring everyone
together to define your role and answer any questions you might have.

MUSICAL MOMENTS AT MACEDONIA - mark your calendar for 4:00 p.m. next
Sunday, January 11, 2009! We will begin our music series with a performance by the
Austria Tour Choir of Williams High School, which includes our own Maddie Johnson. The
Choir has just returned from a recent European tour where they received rave reviews
everywhere they performed. We are thrilled that they will present an hour long concert of
both sacred and secular music here at Macedonia. Please help us start this music series by
inviting your friends and neighbors. We also welcome our monetary support with this
venture as noted in the January newsletter. We look forward to having a music series for our
church family as well as the community.

“The Gift Goes On” continues to be sold to benefit the youth going to the National Youth
Gathering in July 2009. The Christmas CD makes a wonderful gift as well as enjoying one
for your own listening pleasure. Thrivent Financial for Lutherans will be matching funds,

so please support this project! You may purchase a CD for $20 from Joy Rust or from the
church office.

Due to graduations and resignations, we are looking for several Sound System Volunteers
for the 10:30 Service. Training only takes 15-20 minutes and new volunteers are welcome
to sit through a service with one of current operators. Please see Brett Bass or John Gee if
you would like to volunteer or for more information.

Offerings: (12/24) $1,623.00 (12/25) $521.90
(12/28) General: $9,210.37 Capital: $259.00
Pew Torches: $4,320.00
Hymns For Healing CD: $3,620.00 The Gift Goes On CD: $1,587.00
Sunday Attendance (12/28) SS:25 (8:15): 39 10:30): 116

Christmas Services Attendance: 352
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ALSO SCHEDULED THIS WEEK

Today - 8:15 Worship/Communion
- 9:30 Sunday School
- 10:30 Worship/Communion
Installation of Church Council
Installation of Twin Lakes Board of Directors
- 5:30 8th & 9th Grade Confirmation
- 6:00 Luther League-Game Night
- 6:30 Crossways I, #43

Monday - 4:.00 Crossways I, #12
- 7:00 Boy Scouts
- 7:00 Evangelism Committee
- 7:30 Executive Committee

Tuesday EPIPHANY OF OUR LORD
- 9:30 Circle#1
- 2:00 - 6:30 AMERICAN RED CROSS BLOOD DRIVE
- 4:30 Macedonia Ringers
- 5:15 Melody Choir
- 5:30 Cherub Choir
- 7:00 Social Ministry Committee

Wednesday - 9:30 Circle #3
- 5:30 BS District Committee
- 6:30 Worship & Music Committee
- 7:30 Chancel Choir

Thursday - 6:00 Men In Mission (Mayflower Restaurant)
ALL USHERS PLEASE ATTEND
- 7:00 Boy Scouts District Roundtable
- 7:00 Circle #2 - Mimi’s Cafe

Sunday (1/11) WORLD HUNGER SUNDAY
- 8:15 Worship/Communion
- 9:30 Sunday School
- 10:30 Worship
NIGHT SHELTER - Girl Scout Troop 418/425
(2:00 - 7:00 Preparing Meal in Kitchen)
- 4:00 Musical Moments at Macedonia (WWHS Choir)
- 6:00 Luther League Traveling to Twin Lakes




A GOD WE CAN SEE

Has anyone ever asked you to draw a picture of God? It sounds like the perfect
Sunday school project, doesn't it? Imagine being given a blank piece of paper,
lots of crayons, a dose of childlike creativity, and then being asked to show
someone else what God is like by drawing a picture.

But could crayons and paper even do the job? Maybe you would want

something much fancier like glitter or shiny stickers. Maybe one piece of paper wouldn't even do the
job, and you'd need some tape to put several different pictures together. Maybe the task would seem
s0 impossible that you would just stare at your piece of paper in wonder and amazement.

God can be portrayed in so many different ways that no two drawings would probably look the same.
But as John reminds us today, "no one has ever seen God" (1:18). In the end, there is no picture we
could draw that would be able to capture all the beauty and mystery and goodness that is God.

But we have far more than a picture; we have a person! It is Jesus, “the only Son," who has revealed
God's heart to us. In his care for the poor, his acceptance of outcasts, and his compassion toward
sinners, Jesus shows us what no one has ever seen: the face of God. That's why we call him the "Word
made flesh." Jesus translates the mystery of God into something we can see and touch: hands to hold
us, ears to listen to us, feet to walk beside us throughout our whole lives—even to the cross. He lives
among us today in the life of our neighbor, and wherever two or three are gathered to share his meal.
Our God is truly with us, and like a person with a box of crayons and infinite creativity, never tires of
drawing us into the mystery.

READINGS FOR THE WEEK
January 4, 2009
Second Sunday After Christmas

Monday Psalm 110, Proverbs 22:1-9, Luke 6:27-31

Tuesday Isaiah 60:1-6, Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14, Ephesians 3:1-12, Matthew 2:1-12
Wednesday Psalm 110, Exodus 1:22-2:10, Hebrews 11:23-26

Thursday Psalm 110, Exodus 2:11-25, Hebrews 11:27-28

Friday Psalm 110, Exodus 3:7-15, John 8:39-59

Saturday Psalm 29, 1 Kings 2:1-4, 10-12, Luke 5:1-11
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Macedonia Evangelical Lutheran Church
421 West Front Street - Burlington, NC 27215
Phone: 336-227-5554 - Fax: 336-227-6859
New E-mail: macedonia_office@bellsouth.net

Website: www.MacedoniaLutheran.com
Office Hours: Monday - Friday - 8:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.

SENIOF PASLON (585-0866)........cuvreereereurereireereisessiseisessiessetsessessassssesssss st ssssssessssssssssssssssssesssssesaes Rev. Stephen C. Rust
Associate Pastor for Visitation (436-0104) ........corireriinireineireeeeiseeseisess s sssssesseens Rev. Dr. Dianne Dietz
SEMINANIAN (B65-0363) ......c.uevreerrerrererreeeriesiseeseses st ses bbb bbbttt ene s Intern Vincent locona
DiIrector OF CHUICH IMIUSIC......c..vueeceeieeeeseee et ss bbb bbb Joy H. Rust
Director, Chancel Choir and Reformation RINGENS .........ccvrrinenirinrinesnesensesssssssssessssssssesssssssssesnees Sylvia R. Crews
OFGANISE (B115) 1.vvuvuvvrerrerereeseessessseesesssssssesssssssssssssessssssssssessssssssssessessssssssssessessssssessesnssssasssssessesssnes Mary Anne Dettman
OrganiSt (10:30) ...vueueeeeereeseesreseseasssssssssesssssssssssssssssssessssssssssessssssssssessessssssessessessnsassessessessssassessesssssassassesnes Joy H. Rust
L@ (0= TTS = 1T (1P Terry G. Woodings
DIreCtor, ChEIUD CROIN ... st bbbttt Joy H. Rust
Director, Macedonia Ringers and Melody ChOir ... sseeseens Sylvia R. Crews
Sunday SChOOl SUPEFINIENTENT ...........curirierierieiretrei ettt Ruth W. Matkins
CTUCTTE ..ttt bbb bbb bbb bbb bbbt Meghan McDermott
AACOIYLES ...ttt Zander Peter, Maren McDermott
LAy REAGE ...t (8:15) Don West................ (10:30) Marinelle Peery
COMMUNION PrEPAIET ........cvuevrreeeseeseessesesesssessssssesssessssssessssssssssessssssssssssssssssasssssessessssessssssssssessessesssssssassessees Yvonne White
COoMMUNION ASSISEANT .......c..cvrreerreereiseirereiseseesssssesssessssssesssssssssessnenes (8:15) Frank Rhue......... (10:30) Pat DeBoard
L] (=T £ John Gee, Xylda Gee, Danny Van Fleet, Beth VVan Fleet
NUISENY ALENUANES .....oovverievecireirieieireissis et s s s s st saes Ruth Matkins, Paige Claypool
USHEIS .ottt sttt st snsans Tommy Turner - Chief, Dave Robinson - Ass't,
................................ Bill Claypool, Charles DeBoard, John Gee, Richard Johnson, Ron Mills, Jim Y'steboe
ST 10 10 53V 1 0 OO PP Brett Bass
DUSE COVEIS ....ceeeeeecieene ettt sees e ees bbbt bbbt s Julie Myers, Amanda Cary

Lutheran Retirement Ministries/Twin Lakes Community

ol A/ B0 =T (o A I T Charles R. Harris
Director, Pastoral Care, TLC......cciiiicee ettt ss st s st Rev. Craven G. Ford
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