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= ‘@ THE SOURCE OF GROWTH

T )
“Abide in Me, and | in you. As the branch cannot b ear
fruit by itself, unless it abides in the vine, neit her can

you, unless you abide in Me” (John 15:4).

The vines on my house need frequent trimming. The | ush
growth spreads over walls and windows alike. Someti mes
when | cut the vines, tangled among themselves, | s nip not
only the leading edges but a main trunk. When that happens,
whole sections of growth shrivel and die. The branc h cannot

live apart from the vine.

Jesus is speaking about the Church in this chapter of John’s
Gospel. More specifically, He is talking about our survival as
fruit-bearing Christians within the Church. Jesus i s about to
leave His disciples; the Cross looms ahead. But jus tas He
was the source of life for His first followers, so Jesus remains

the only source of life for His Church in all ages.

His words assure people of all times and places of His
continued Presence!

We need and want His nourishment. We cannot receive it
apart from His Presence in Word and sacrament. And without
nourishment, we cannot live, we cannot serve.

May the good Lord forgive our failure to abide in H is love. May
we be empowered by His Spirit to give joyful servic e to His
Kingdom. Hope to see all of you in worship this co ming
Sunday morning. May God continue to bless you and y ours
always!!

In His lo

The Rev. Stephen
Senior Pastor
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CARRIERS OF THE LIGHT
2008 Christmas Pageant

What a great job the children did for our annuali€thras Pagear]
Carriers of the Light We had over 40 kids participating! They looked
fabulous, sounded wonderful, and their enthusiasdlave for Jesus
brought smiles to everyone. Thank you to the mpasents whq
provided transportation for the rehearsals andedtelpith costumes
Our Director, Joy Rust, thanks Kristin Spencer Her hours of wor
with props and costumes (assisted by her daugtfars,& Rachel)
Frank Rhue did his usual superb job manning ofsitvénd booth for
us. If you missed the pageant this year, be sube there next year as
most of these kids will be there!
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Emily, Jacob and Marilyn Adkins, Amelia & Mac Barelh Maddie &
Sarah Bass, Walker Black, Abbie Cary, Bailey & Raigjaypool, Dylan &
Taylor Easter, Sommer Fanney, Aidan & Marisa Gih3daddie Johnson
Karizma Dance Troupe, John & Will Kroenung, MarenD&rmott, Sarah ¢
Max Menz, Will Owen, Christine Perry, Kyler & Zand@eter, Sarah Jane|&
Joshua Price, Melissa Reeger, Kyle RippenhageranEéh Riley Russell,
Rachel & Kari Spencer, Hannah & Daniel Thigpen, & Max Van Fleet.
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MASTER PLAN UPDATE - by Bruce Moore

What is God’s plan for Macedonia? How best can Man& serve God in our community? What ministaed
programs would make Macedonia a better place tshjp? How can we fulfill the spiritual needs of ou
congregation and the community? How can we bulthe good things that are already happening teemak
Macedonia an even more Spirit-filled body of Chtidiow can we minister to our youth and our oldakrlis and give
them the love and spiritual nourishment they hurigegt How can we better serve families and sirjlefow can we
make our church a more welcoming place not onlywwlomembers but to those who visit us? How do &tp bur
members and visitors feel the love that God hastiem through their involvement with Macedonia?wHin we
improve access to our buildings for those with blilges? What kinds of essential updates to awilities are
needed? How do we accomplish all this in a mapleasing to God?

These are just a few of the questions that the éM&dan Steering Committee is hoping to answereagpw the
congregation in working together prayerfully oviee next several months to develop Macedonia’s M#&d&n. By
no coincidence is this effort called a “Master”®elaNot only is it a multiyear plan for actions angporovements
based on ministry and program needs but, more itapity, we view it as God’s (the Master’s) plan kdacedonia.

As the January 1Bletter to the congregation explained, this effeihtended to help Macedonia better implement ou
2005 Mission Statement and is an outgrowth of thseovf Planning Task Force efforts from 2007 and&00

Although the letter introduced the Strategic Plagmphase that is underway now, | would like to giee a better
understanding of the scope covered by each ofiteestibcommittees. The five areas are express€ditasal

Factors (CF) in developing the Strategic Plan. hEsatbcommittee will establish goals related to ¢hatical factors
and identify specific actions needed to achievedigoals. The subcommittees are being staffeddmbars of the
congregation at large in order to broaden oppadisifor involvement. During both the Strategiaritiing and

Master Planning phases, we plan to consult wittgtreeral congregation from time to time to getnjaput and

advice on the various topics. We are “leaving tomea unturned,” so feel free to make suggestiotis yaur ideas on
how we could improve these areas.

CF1 - Equipping Leadership (Bruce Moore, chair)

This subcommittee will explore how Macedonia’s keathip (pastors, officers, council, and other posg of
responsibility) can best interact with the congtexgg utilize feedback, follow up on suggestionsaiged,
periodically review how input was acted upon, amavgle more accountability in responding to inpainf the
congregation.

CF2 — Youth and Family (Dan Voelkert and Beth VéeeE co-chairs)

This subcommittee focuses on children and familigs children in the home. One major undertakimghis area is
the hiring of a Youth and Family staff position, isihwas approved at the 2008 annual meeting aalleady
underway.

CE3 — Adult Programs (Paul Cobb and Bob Miller cb@irs)

The focus of this subcommittee includes programshfe elderly, couples, empty-nesters, widows aittbwers,
single again, early retirees, and “sandwich” cosipo have children and are caring for elderly pte

CF4 - Fellowship/Hospitality/Community (Randi Durahair)

This is a broad subject that involves programsrtonmte fellowship within the congregation, evangm@lj community
utilization of the facility (Scouting, Young Adu#ctivity Club, educational opportunities, etc.)

CF5 — Essential Facility Needs (Jim Copland, chair)

This subcommittee will consider those facility-tel issues that must be addressed regardless opvdggammatic
needs may be identified. These issues include wyits as heating and air conditioning, electrazad plumbing,
kitchen, bathrooms, parking lots, office spacee@an house, Americans with Disabilities Act anceottode issues,
landscaping, etc.



"Book of Faith" update
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The Book of Faith initiative, accepted at the 2BQTCA convention, is an intentional effort to brihgtherans closer to God through the
Bible, our Book of Faith. Some components of thigphasis are educational opportunities, increaadetjpation in individual Bible

reading, and Lutherans becoming more willing t& tddout God.

www.bookoffaith.orgis a website designed to help congregations utatetsvhat this five-year program is and to assisgeegations in

developing programs that will encourage fluencthia Bible.

Augsburg Fortress has developed some new matarialgport of the Book of Faith Initiative.

On March 1 the Lutheran Study Bibhéll be available for purchase. This Bible, an NRBanslation, features introductions, notes, and
articles written by over sixty Lutheran pastors &atching theologiangttp://www.bookoffaith.org/bof _new/lutheran_studspa

A new devotional guide, The Book of Faith 40-Daytemn Journey, is structured around petitions efltbrd's Prayer. It can be
purchased online for $9.99 + s&hhdtp://www.bookoffaith.org/bof new/foundational_oesces.aspx

There are two new courses of study offered: Opgttie Book of Faittand_Rediscovering the Book of Faitfihe Christian Education

Committee is currently evaluating these.

Commit yourself to becoming more fluent in the laage of Christianity, the Word of God. Encourateecs to participate by sharing what

specific steps you are taking.

MARY ELLA WOLFE received her 13-gallon donor
pin at our January blood drive. She has giveneditife
total of 104 units of blood! Congratulations!

Our January Blood Drive was a huge success! Thanks
all the Macedonians who braved the rain to come and
give blood. We had 45 donors presenting, and we
collected a total of 38 units, exceeding our gdal o

30! Thanks also to WELCA Circle 1 and Pat Quitney f
providing so many delicious donor snacks, and ¢o th
Social Ministry Committee and Kristin

Spencer for support and preparing the staff meal.

Leah Bass

DID YOU KNOW?

The 10:30 Worship Service is recorded every Sunday
and copied to CD for delivery to those unable tmedo
church. If you know of someone that would benefit
from this wonderful ministry, please contact anyone
the Evangelism Committee or the church office.

Easter Sunday is the first Sunday after the futrhoon
on or after the vernal equinox. For 2009, Easterd@y
is April 12, 2009. Ash Wednesday is February ZH®

To avoid conflict with HIPAA laws, you should notif
Pastor Rust or Pastor Dietz if you or a loved aee a
hospitalized and would like a visit. If the infoation
comes to them from someone who has the knowledge
and is are covered by the HIPAA laws (doctor, nurse
pink lady, etc.), they would all be in violation.

Most of our liturgy comes from Scripture. For exae;
John 6:68 saySimon Peter answered him, “Lord, to
whom can we go? You have the words of eternal. life”

With the exception of the Sanctuary Lamp (eternal
flame), all of our worship candles

are oil burning candles. This is not only clearer,
saves money and eliminates the potential for wax
damage in the sanctuary.

This is a new section of the Newsletter sponsoxethé®

“Learn to Communicate Better” committee formed by
the Vision Planning Team. If you have any ideastics
section, please contact Vern Misenheimer, Joareyoll
Pastor Rust, or Yvonne White.



One-year international service opportunity for ELC
members up to age 30, with at least one year pght-
school experience. Work in supervised setting.
Volunteers gather together for reflection, studpyer,
and community building. Travel, lodging, boarddan
allowance provided, student loans deferred. Vaerg
raise minimum of $4000 towards support. Term o
service starts mid-August. Priority Considerativen
to applications received by February 15. Apploasi
must be received by March 1. For further inforrmati
check the Youth Bulletin Board located across ftom
Pastor’s office or contact ELCA Global Mission, Q€8
638-3522 ext. 2648. Email: globalserve@elca.org
on the Web: www.elca.org/globalserve

2009 YOUTH SERVICE
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Make plans now to be in church!

Sunday, February 22, 2009
8:15 and 10:30 a.m. services
Transfiguration Sunday

CHRISTINE & ALLEN PERRY

will be making and selling Brunswick
stew in an effort to help Christine raise
money to attend the National Young

The cost for this week long program is

4

The cost for the stew is $6.00 per qua
and will be delivered to the church on
Sunday February 8 after the 8:15 sery

up sheets for pre-orders are in the
Narthex and on the bulletin board outside the dhurc
office. You may call the Perry’s at 336-227-19#9au
would like to order and missed the sign up sheet.

On behalf of the Social Ministry Committee, | wemthank
all the folks who came to help or donate itemdtfier
December 26th Good Shepherd Kitchen meal. We Bad
volunteers who helped fill goodie bags, set théeglrooked,
served, and cleaned up. This includes some Alamap
employees, who even brought their church friefe. even
had cakes delivered at the door. Our biggest saepwvas a
man who would only tell us his name was Bill, whaught in
donated food...a blessing when | started worryinguainot
having enough lasagna. What we did not use washtbkthe
Caring Kitchen for them to have for the next daye
estimate feeding around 70 folks. Thanks agairydor help
and generosity. Barbara Lilienthal.

For more information on how to sign up cohthe church office at 336-227-5554 or check therch office bulletin board.

1%

Leaders Conference in Boston this July.

$1895.00 plus transportation to Boston.

= 5

and again after the 10:30 service. Sign
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On January 11 a group of Luther Leaguers plus 5

PAIGE NICOLE CLAYPOOL

(sometimes called “Pai Pai”) was
born on December 17 in
Painesuville, Ohio. She is a ninth
grade student at Western Alamarjce
High School where her favorite
subject is foods, her least favoritg
subjects are world history and
math, and she is on the soccer
team. She also plays on recreatipn
softball and soccer teams — can you
tell her favorite thing is playing soccer and hauggout
with friends? Her favorite food is boneless hoB&Q
wings from Beef-0-Brady’s, and her favorite musiowp

adults enjoyed singing with residents of the Memoryis the Jonas Brothers. She likes various kindsusic:

Care Center at Twin Lakes. Some of the favorite
songs of the evening included "Let Me Call You

pop, rock, rap and Christian. House and Americimhdre
her favorite TV shows, and light blue and pink bee

Sweetheart," "America," "My Favorite Things," and favorite colors. Paige’s favorite hymn is “Lift ¢h the

"Over the Rainbow."” We also enjoyed singing

"Amazing Grace" plus some Christmas carols. Afte

the energetic sing-along led by Joy Rust at the
piano, and some robust singing from not only the

I

Cross,” and Psalm 23 is one of her favorites td redhe
Bible. Her favorite Macedonia moment is participgtin
youth group, and she hopes that the youth groupganile
more kids join the fun! Paige likes to travel, antboking
forward to going to New Orleans for the ELCA Gathgr

residents but also our Leaguers, Connie Poovey ledn July 2009. Paige likes to participate in ouurh’s

the group on a guided tour throughout the

center. We concluded the evening at CiCi's Pizza,

and look forward to another visit in the near
future! A fine time was had by all!

Luther League

News for February
(Grades 6-12)

February 1 No meeting (Super Bowl)
February 8 6:00 Youth Service Practice
February 15 6:00 Youth Service Practice
February 21 Saturday Practice

Time TBA
February 22 Youth Service

REGISTRATION
FOR THE
GATHERING IS
NOW CLOSED!

Thank you for registering for the
2009 ELCA Youth Gathering!
36,650 young people and adults
are registered and preparing to
participate in Jesus Justice Jazz.

activities as a way to share God'’s love with fanaihd
friends. Paige has a great smile, and we areduldss
have her at Macedonia!

MARISA ANNE GIBSON

was born on April 6, 1994 in
Springfield, Massachusetts. She iij
9" grader at Western Alamance Hig
School, where her favorite class is
computer applications. Earth Sciende
is her least favorite class. You can
often find Marisa at BADA
(Burlington Academy of Dance and
Arts), where she dances several timgs a
week. It's hard to believe that this
ballerina fell off a picnic bench when
she was age 2 and broke her arm! Buffalo windeeis
favorite food, and aqua blue and lime green heorite/
colors. Paige loves to hang out with friends, hed
favorite hangout location is her room. She likes
listening to new pop songs; “So You Think You Can
Dance” is her favorite TV show (are you surprised?)
“Borning Cry” is her favorite hymn, and her faverit
Bible story is the birth of Jesus. Marisa’s faw®ri
Macedonia moment is going with the youth grouphi® t
beach. Her dream is that more people will join our
church. Marisa always tries to have positive axdito
show God’s love to all. Check oMiarisa’s winning
smile, too! We are glad that Marisa is with us at
Macedoni&




MUSICAL MOMENTS AT MACEDONIA
Concert — March 1, 2009
4:00 p.m.
The Cathedral Brass

We are delighted that the Cathedral Brass haveected to be our next performing group fiUSICAL
MOMENTS AT MACEDONIA! They have played for many years at our speciakkiprservices. Now you can
hear them play both sacred and secular musicaits®le at the concert. We know you will enjoy hiegrthem — you
will not be disappointed!

We thank you for your support of Musical Momentdvitcedonia! Our first concert was a success —haakt you!

We have received some donations to get the seffidgheoground, and look forward to even more of yending

support. Any amount is appreciated! We are signvith “baby steps,” and hope to get stronger aga. Why do
we need funds for the concert series? It wouldhibe to think that our free will offerings will cev advertising,
programs, posters, and the cost of the perforrbetshat probably won’t happen — at least not y@bme performers
are at least $1000 for a concert (plus transportagind lodging). We are trying to bring specialfgenances not
only to our members, but also to our community.r €anctuary has wonderful acoustics (in additioftddeauty);

musicians always comment on how wonderful it ipéoform at our church because of the acousticsd $an— why

not help us make this dream into a reality? Inyier friends and neighbors to come to our secanttert on

Sunday afternoon, March 1? Make plans now!

HOW CAN YOU SUPPORT MUSICAL MOMENTS AT MACEDONIA?

We are in need of your help! Contact Joy Rusbii gre willing to help in any of the following ways
Serve on the planning committee
Publicity
Reception following the concert

In addition to the above mentioned needs, we Wsth aeced monetary support. It is our hope that¢bncert series
might grow into an event that would attract perfersmnot only from our own community, but from thats of North
Carolina and beyond! In order to have a seriesaofed as well as secular music in our magnifisanttuary that
has outstanding acoustics, we will need suppdrgou are interested in supporting this endeavieage consider
being a contributor. You may make checks payabMadcedonia, but be sure to put “Musical Moments at
Macedonia” on the check or envelope.

Friend: Contribution of $1-49

Contributor : Contribution of $50-99
Donor: Contribution of $100-199

Sponsor  Contribution of $200-499
Patron: Contribution of $500-999
Benefactor: Contribution of $1000 or more

If your corporation would like to be a sponsor, weuld welcome that! All contributors will be reaaged in future
newsletters as well as in concert programs.

In order to attract performers of a professiondibea as well as provide advertising, we will ndadhncial support.
We hope you might consider helping! We have reatseed money from the Endowment Fund, but wenedd
more to sustain a high quality music series. Foreninformation or to help, contact our Directodisic, Joy Rust.



MUSICAL MOMENTS AT MACEDONIA
YES, | WANT TO HELP!

MAKE CHECK PAYABLE TO MACEDONIA LUTHERAN CHURCH
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Friend: Contribution of $1-49 :
Contributor : Contribution of $50-99 I
Donor: Contribution of $100-199 I
Sponsor. Contribution of $200-499 |
Patron: Contribution of $500-999 |
Benefactor: Contribution of $1000 or more :
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
ol

Name as it will appear in the program:

Mailing Address

Telephone email address:

IN ADDITION TO THE PAGEANT CAST, THANK YOU TO THE M USICIANS WHO
PROVIDED MUSIC THROUGHOUT THE ADVENT & CHRISTMAS SE ASON!

lan Macklin — our Advent Cantor for Holden Eveni@grvice

Neil Nelson — our clarinetist at Lessons & Carols

Randy Hunley — our harmonica player at Christmas Ev

Kenny & Susan Rhue Butler — trumpet and flute playe Christmas Eve and Day

Cathedral Brass — Christmas Eve

Albert Satterfield — soloist at Lessons & Carols

Maddie Johnson — soloist at Advent, Christmas ExEl@ay services as well as December 28
Lisa Thigpen — Melody Choir accompanist

Cherub Choir: Marilyn Adkins, Dylan Easter, Amefiaviac Barnwell, Walker Black, Abbie Cary, Dylan $ar,
Sarah Jane Price, Ethan & Riley Russell, Zane \leetF

Melody Choir: Jacob Adkins, Sarah Bass, Taylot&asSommer Fanney, Aidan Gibson, Rachel & Karirfépe,
Hannah & Daniel Thigpen

Macedonia Ringers: Sarah Bass, Sommer Fanneyn&izson, Rachel & Kari Spencer, Hannah & Danigbpbn

Reformation Ringers: Amanda Cary, Cheryl Englsyida Gee, Sheila & Marisa Gibson, Pattie Grai@=hbie
Gunyan, Kay & Maddie Johnson, Ruth Matkins, Melig@d&arah Menz, LeeAnn Neal, Spencer Voelkert

Chancel Choir: Christine Adkins, Howard Bond, tiya& Mary Anne Dettman, David & Sheila Gibson, Roge
Meisenbach, Bruce Moore, Elizabeth Murray, Neil$dal, Debbie Riggs, Sharon Walker, Yvonne White

Organists: Mary Anne Dettman, Terry Woodings, Bogt
Directors: Sylvia Crews and Joy Rust

We have diligently tried to include everyone’s nanidease let us know if we have missed a name!



MACEDONIALUTHERAN CHURCH
TREASURER'S REPORT
GENERAL FUND
December 31, 2008

(Over)
Current Year Annual Under
Month To Date Budget Budget
BEGINNING BALANCE (23,214.03) $ 200.00
TOTAL RECEIPTS 38,695.05 323,592.61 | 359,558.00 (35,965.39)
DISBURSEMENTS:
Benovelence (16,268.41) 11,485.00 30,000.00 18,515.00
Total Staff Salaries 18,321.85 205,583.83 | 207,662.00 2,078.17
Total Property & Managing 10,970.97 88,977.98 93,020.00 4,042.02
Total Social ministry - 207.43 500.00 292.57
Total Worship and Music 1,034.35 11,240.90 17,650.00 6,409.10
Christian Education 5.34 5,638.48 6,000.00 361.52
Fellowship 19.92 48.73 500.00 451.27
Stewardship - 686.42 1,450.00 763.58
Youth and Recreation - 689.23 4,525.00 3,835.77
Evangelism - 135.76 2,550.00 2,414.24
Total Unbudgeted Disbursments 1,297.00 (1,001.15)
Total Disbursements 15,381.02 323,692.61 | 363,857.00 39,163.24
ENDING BALANCE 100.00 100.00

deficit being the monthly amounts due for benewvolence.
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2009 Every Member
Response Campaign

Thanks to all of you for
returning your 2009
Pledges and Time and Talent Sheets.

Each committee has a report of your interests
and will add you to their lists and call on you to
serve Macedonia and God with your talents.
And just in case you are wondering, if you did
not indicate interest in something this year, but
have in the past, you will still be called on to
serve.

Philippians 1:3-5 says, “I thank my God every
time | remember you, constantly praying with
joy in every one of my prayers for all of you,
because of your sharing in the gospel from the
first day until now”.

Thank you and God bless you all.

Paul Cobb, Jim Copland, Charles DeBoard,
Dale Greeson, Charles Harris, Don Matkins,
Ruth Matkins, Bob Miller, Frank Rhue, and
Yvonne White

S

The Evangelism Committee asksg
Macedonia members to remembe
the following people and their
care-givers in their prayers.

Nursing or Assisted Living Facilities Members:

Evelyn Apple Room 331  Twin Lakes Health Carfe
Charlotte Bivens Room 214  Twin Lakes Health Cafe
Margaret Foster Room 306B Twin Lakes Health Carfe
Helen Hollingsworth  Room 276  Twin Lakes Health Care
Lib Jones Room 228 Cedar Ridge Senior Living
Irene Loy Room 220  Homeplace of Burlingto
Maurice Peace Room 258  Twin Lakes Health Cafe
Elizabeth Pickard Room 227  Homeplace of Burlington
Virginia Simpson  Apt. 308 Twin Lakes Assisted Livifg
Peggy Troutman Room 307  Twin Lakes Assisted Living
Howard Waters Twin Lakes Memory Carg
Friends:

Jodie Cook Room 306A Twin Lakes Health Care

Visits would be enjoyed by many of these, but pdeas
check before visiting.

If you know of those whose names should be added {
this list, please call the church office at 227-458our
help would be appreciated.




Shrove Tuesday
Pancake Supper &

Bury the Alleluia Service

Tuesday, February 24
at 6:30 p.m. in Luther Hall.
Men of Macedonia are the cooks and servers.

Ash Wednesday Service

February 25 at 7:00 p.m.
with ashes, holy communion and repentance.

o o —— — —— — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — —
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|Wel| everyone, we are off to a great start with prayer

I shawl group. We are starting the year with adargmber

| of shawls for our first blessing on January 25ur @rst
meeting of the year took place on Januaf) 48d was

| well attended by eight members. As we worked on our,

| projects we started formulating plans for anothetting
land crocheting workshop. We will be holding this
| sometime this spring and more information will be
forthcoming in the near future. We have 3 groups to

| Which our donations are given: the Cancer Center a |

|ARMC, Twin Lakes Memory Care Center and the Bregast
| Cancer Center at ARMC. We always need new members

I'so if anyone is interested in joining our group yoay
:contact Sandee Jackson at 329-8388 or 264-
7971. Meetings take place on tH& Puesday of the

| month at 7pm at the church. Everyone who hasia bas

| knowledge of knitting or crocheting is welcome umting
I men, women and children.

| Attending meetings is not mandatory but it is farget
Itogether and share our projects, ideas and pattefiss

| always thanks to everyone for all your hard woeyation,

|and generous donations to this worthwhile ministry.

Schedules for February

Men of Macedonia, Men in Missionwill I
meet on Thursday, February 5 at 6:00 p.m. at Magito
Seafood Restaurant.

I Loaves and FishesFor the month of February
bring dried milk, Ensure, Boost, etc.

TheN&N'’s will meet on Wednesday, Februa
| 18, at 8:00 a.m. at Grill Worx (1223 W. Webb Ave.)
for breakfast.

The Young - In - Heart will meet in the
Twin Lakes Community Building for lunch on
February 19 at 11:30 a.m. Contact Bill Myers for|
more information.

Macedonia’s turn for the Alamance County

Circle #E will meet on Tuesday, Febr
3 at 9:30 a.m. at the church.

I Circle #3 will meet on Wednesday, February 4 a:30
a.m. at the home of Sharon Walker, 826 WarwicH_t.,

Circle #4 will meet on Monday, February 9 at 2:3
I p.m. at the home of Eloise Bryan, 1732 Edgewo Av
Burlington.

at Sal's.

The WELCA Bible Study will meet on Tuesday,
February 17 at 9:00 a.m.

TheWELCA Board will meet on Tuesday,

BIRTH ANNOUNCEMENTS

Congratulations Dr. Dianne Dietz
on becoming a new Grandmother.
Marin Claire Munoc
was born on 1/2/09
she was 7 Ibs, & 21 inches
Her parents are Brenna Smith & David Munoc

The2009 Communion bread schedules posted
outside Susan's McNeils’s office on the
WELCA bulletin board Please sign up.
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We continue to liftSuzanne and Martin Shoffnerin
prayer as they serve the Lord in the Middle E#st.Suzanne said
in a letter from December 31, 2008: “We are SARE®AD and
pray the senseless violence on both sides will CEA®/e are 55
miles (as the crow flies) from Gaza, but we keeykiong for the
PEACE dove.”

(The following is a letter which Martin wrote onniery 1, 2009)

Dear family and friends,

We are safe and feeling fine. Suzanne and | caletira quiet
Happy New Year alone last night. The power wasfaua bit--this
is not unusual and happens about once a weekel€brate we had
candlelight and delicious Palestinian sweets tbatwould not
believe. They are soooooo gooooood!

As to our security, we are safe. The prison-Gazh an

southern Negev, Israel are constantly on our mamdsour hearts
go out to every human, Jewish or Palestinian, wkasaffering this
violence. There have been a few protests scattemahd the West
Bank and they have been mostly non-violent, extpRamallah
where the Israeli Defense Forces (IDF) openedofiraome of the

protesters. We are in a "watchful mode" and takiag not to be in

crowds or protests. The young adults are listetonmy lead and
we are actually living fairly normal, for this pkacin our day-to-day
lives under the occupation of Israel.

Suzanne and Hiya (a smart/beautiful twelve-yeardaldghter of
our Muslim friends and neighbors across the stwetjt to the
markets alone in Bethlehem yesterday. They toelstiared

taxi. There had been a three day strike in satidaith the loss of
so many lives in Gaza, so people were out and admpgping. The
mode was subdued, but people were greeting ondemand
remain friendly to all.

| continue to go to Jerusalem, meeting with ELCa&ffsand
Evangelical Lutheran Church of Jordan and Holy LERICIHL)
people at Redeemer Lutheran in al Quds (Old Cawshlem and
walk through the city to my money changer, buy disiat the
market, and pick up mail etc. This Sunday Suzaniigveside at
the Communion for Redeemer (English-speaking) Lnathén Old
City.

We are both careful, but don't feel threatenedmaich We
continue to work and travel about when it is neagssWe have
many friends here--Christian, Muslim, and Jewi$ihe media
makes it seem like there is only division, hatraul] violence
between these people, when in fact there are pedpleace who
continue to pursue it in spite of this great sadrdgreed,
dispossession, and violence against an indigeneaisl@, even
though some react violently to the oppressors véweh
overwhelming weaponry and forces that carry outective
punishment.

The North American Bishops are on their way for Bighop's
Academy (BA) that starts next week. | am reallydgthey will be
here. Now is always the right time to pursue gestand work for
peace. These things will in time, be foundatidnatffecting a
lasting peace in this region: prayers, advocacy,

education, engagement and action in working foceea

| am extremely busy working on this BA. | am mordess just a
gofer/servant and will get the young adults whéeytneed to be ir|1

12

serving this academy. The bishops will visit b tschools and
Lutheran Churches in the West Bank and Jordan whiergerve.

Suzanne and | remain resolute and positive abangliere and
feel blessed by God to be in community with thdss & lot of
the world says thelnumanity does not matter

Excuse me for now; | think | hear some tables béipged over in
the temple: God is weeping.

Love,

Your son, brother, father, cousin, friend,
martin
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:January 2009 Report and Reflections
from the Bishops' Academy
Visit to the Holy Land
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After two years of planning, bishops, their sp@Jsad
: staff members of the Evangelical Lutheran Churchrimerica
: (ELCA) and the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Canégl CIC)
: traveled to the Holy Land for the Bishops’ Academy,annual
: gathering for study and worship. The trip was p&thas a witness:
;to God’s will for a just peace for all people arsdaa expression of
+ accompaniment with the Evangelical Lutheran Chumcyordan
: and the Holy Land (ELCJHL) and ministries of thetheran World:
: Federation (LWF).
The violence that broke out in Gaza shortly betheetrip
: raised concerns about safety, but after prayeduosicleration and
: communication with people who live and work in Jalem and
« Bethlehem, the trip continued as planned. Througbautime in
: the Holy Land the situation in Gaza was a dramadickdrop to
: our travels and for our conversations with peopenfdifferent
: faiths and viewpoints who endure fear and bearesgion in WayS'
: that we have never known. Traveling in the seasdipgphany, we:
: looked for the light, the manifestations of Jeshsi€t in the land ot
¢ his birth, ministry, death, and resurrection andistened to storie$
: : sanctified by suffering. We visited holy placestthee steeped in :
: faith history and poignantly bear witness to Goualis for an end t03
: : the waves of violence that batter this land ancpfeeo
: Daily Scripture reading and worship framed our f@y. Bibles and
: Evangelical Lutheran Worshigere in use in hotels, buses, :
: hillsides, and sanctuaries; we were a worshipporgycegation on :
: the move. God’s Word comes alive in a startling paderful way :
+in the Holy Land and it spoke to us and shapediays and our
< learning. We worshipped with brothers and sistersoingregation
: of the ELCJHL: at Jesus’ baptismal site in Jordam huge,
: historic sanctuary on the Mount of Olives; at tlep&ation Wall in:
: a service of lament and longing for all barriergatd; in the Church:
: of the Holy Sepulchre in Jerusalem, where Lutheresr® invited
. to celebrate the Eucharist for the first time a@weat small stone
: chapel marked with the stations of the cross. Qesgnce as we
: traveled throughout the week was heard as wekas;sDona
: Nobis Pacem” in Lutheran four-part harmony wasroftased,
: sometimes spontaneously, binding our journey amdpiiits to a
prayer for peace.
The goals of this pilgrimage were: accompaniment,
: awareness, and advocacy. The trip was plannedvay o embod
: accompaniment of our Lutheran brothers and siatiettse
: ELCJHL, whose leader, Bishop Munib Younan, has letreless :
: worker for peace in the Middle East. The awaremessought was;
« a fuller knowledge of the “facts on the ground"—treel details of
: the burden of occupation for the Palestinian petpégo
: unreported in our countries and a deeper underisiguad Israeli
: reactions to hateful rhetoric and killing rockeslvocacy arises
: from awareness. We see the calling to advocatgiftice and
peace as being central in our Christian discipfesto we sought to

eececcccccccccccccccccccoe

ecece

eeccccccccccccccoe

eoee@ocee

eeee N ecescsccsccccceccacne

eecccccccce

00 00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000



gam knowledge and strength for that ministry ilatien to this Ieaders and governmental leaders, we witnesséuktgrowing §
: particular setting. : commitment of both church bodies to the resolutibtensions in :

: There was darkness: the strangulation of occupatie : the Middle East. It became increasingly obviousrduthis j Journey
: diminishing Christian population, the remembrantthe : that a commitment to the growth of ecumenical anefrireligious :

: Holocaust, the fear of war. But we saw light: teatagious joy of : dialogue is an important basis for building trustl @nding mutual

: Palestinian children at the School of Hope, theeshavitness of art  : recriminations that fracture fragile efforts in peamaking. The

: Israeli and a Palestinian who both lost loved amesnow work § deepening of relationships among Christians, Jandg,Muslims,

: together to end the killing cycle of revenge, shgu$habbat : beginning at local levels and continuing into abglbcontext is

3worship in synagogues where congregations prayepeace in : crucially important to build a coalition that despk the strength tq
: both Hebrew and Arabic, the powerful healing miyisif Augusta ;:  : stand against the violence of extremists who retyutiestroy

: Victoria Hospital, the determined presence in Betbm and : hopes for peace.

: Jerusalem of Lutheran ministries that transforradiand keep hope : The awareness of the attacks on Gaza and the

: alive. We tried to plant hope—with our presencehwiew olive : unimaginable suffering that they have caused wstshjeneath the

: trees, with words of encouragement. As we traveledwere : surface of every encounter and every conversaéfibe.strife
greeted with hospitality beyond imagining from d&wothers and : continued throughout our journey and we heard repornts each

: sisters in faith. : day of death and destruction. We experienced aalvily from

: Reflecting on what we saw and what we heard irctrgext of : initial concern for our own safety toward a sharirighe despairing

: God's longing for justice and peace as recordezhared texts, we: : pain, hopelessness, and anger that Palestiniamsfeeing as they'

: : could begin to catch a glimpse of a shared landevhi those wha @ learned the details of the invasion, powerlesate@ ©r even .

: seek righteousness can work together for recotioiiawe hear : comfort those hundreds of people who were killed iajured. We :
+ God’s words from IsaiahListen to me, you that pursue + heard the anguish of the Chief Rabbis of Jerusalammourned

: righteousness, You that seek the Lord. Look toablefrom which? : : the loss of life. We prayed for an end to the dtsdfcom both sides:

: you were hewn, And the quarry from which you wesg d : As we finished our journey, prayers for a ceaseiere answered,

: (Isaiah 51:1) : and a temporary unilateral truce was declared taelsand then &

The Holy Land is a land of rocks—they were hewn fo : joined by Hamas. We pray that negotiation can cmetiso that the;
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+ ancient structures and still today are used fortroo#dings. They : attacks can be halted from both sides and humamnitaid can be :
< fill the fields, competing with crops for limitegbace, and they § provided for those who are need food, medical &tienand :
: declare strength and permanence. As Christianéngién them a : housing. :
: reminder of the rock that is our salvation, Jets cornerstone. : If you remove the yoke from among you, The pagrdfn

: We look to that rock as the foundation of our faitfd the guide to; : the finger, The speaking of evil, If you offer yfaod to the hungry,
: lead us to deeper understanding of the situatioar@ealiscovering: : And satisfy the needs of the afflicted, Then yigiat khall rise in &
: in this land. ‘the darkness, And your gloom be like the noongissjiah 58:9a.-10):

: But silent stones cannot tell the whole story. stened : The joint yokes of fear and occupation still @refy in

: ‘o the “living stones"—the people of faith, who ammbedded in : place in the Holy Land. God calls us, as peopliti, to remove

: this land and who are weary of murderous extrengisththe costs: : them, to tend to the needs of those who are snéfeand in that

: of war. They are the holy rocks, hewn from differesligious :way to be a light in the darkness. We pray forstiength to

: traditions, bearing witness to the possibility afew way of life : continue our accompaniment, to grow in awarenesen$ituation

: based on a shared commitment to peace. : and the ways we can help to change it, and to adeon every

: The most precious living stones for us were thepfeeof the pOSS|bIe way for the justice that will lead to #ezurity and shared

: congregations and ministries of the ELCJHL and LW saw : homeland that is the only foundation for lastingge We will be :

: their faithful and remarkable witness in worshil am their : faithful in ongoing visitation to our Palestiniarothers and 5|sters

: commitment to be the body of Christ now in the pwhere he : determined in our call to be a public church, aochmunicate with:

+ once taught and healed. Without discrimination,Eh€ JHL : our governments for their intervention in the Migl@ast, persisteit

: welcomes all children into schools, providing eleed education : in our efforts to build bridges with inter-religisyartners, and

: and the spirit of dignity and bridge-building tlmespects all : courageous in telling the truth of the “facts oa ground” in the

: traditions. The International Center in Bethleheas hisen as a : Holy Land.

: unigue witness for support of the Palestinian pedy programs Our brothers and sisters in the ELCJHL pleadekbd$e

: that encourage peace and transform lives throughdtural : do not get tired of us." We are committed to halstto all that we:

: exchange, and all levels of education. The Abrahimuse in Beit : have seen and heard and not to grow weary of getimir story in :

: Jala is a significant site for local and globakrfaith dialogue. The : our church bodies and country and to the worldwascontinue to .

: living stones at Augusta Victoria Hospital, whosimistry of : live in this season of Epiphany, celebrating thenifestation of
: healing fills a crucial gap in medical servicesya| as other : God in the world in Jesus Christ and welcomingltiggnt that
: projects of LWF, which maintain a strong Lutheraegence on the : : overcomes every darkness, we invite many more peaogicome

: Mount of Olives and in the West Bank. The pasti@agers, and : :and see.”

: members of these ministries are powerful “livingregs” that speak
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: loudly of God'’s will for the love of neighbor anhle realization of : 2 our own hearts the seeds of strife: greed and emansgh
Justlce and peace. : : misunderstandings and ill will, fear and desire fevenge. Make
: During our travels, we heard many variations efwords: < us quick to welcome ventures in cooperation ambegeoples of :

:"You came at just the right time to uphold our gpjt and we were : : the world, so that there may be woven the fabrig cdmmon good
: glad we came. In this kairos time together, Gochegeour hearts : §too strong to be torn by the evil hands of wartHa time of
: to one another. We began to understand more fullydetails of thé : opportunity, make us diligent; and in the time efilp let not our
: relentless persecution and cruel effect of theelsmrcupation of : courage fail; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Am@#vangelical
: Palestine on the lives and spirits of the Palestimieople—the + Lutheran Worshipp. 76)
: daily humiliations, separation from family, workgcamedical care :
: and the endless frustration in seeking justicts. ilpossible to : The Rev. Mark S.Hanson The Rev. Susan Gisioh
: comprehend the daily and increasing limitation winan rights : Presiding Bishop National Riph
: without traveling here and talking with people abtheir +ELCA ELC in Canada
: experlences and hopes and fears.
But we also saw partnerships among Christianss Jemnd
: Mushms that offered hope that our shared Abraharadition can
: lead to a shared land and a shared Jerusalemadereof the
gjourney, through our visits and conversations widtional religiou

L R R R Ry R TR TRy
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: [1] Thank you to The Rev. Margaret Payne, bishothefNew

: England Synod of the ELCA, for preparing the initleaft of this
: report.

Printed from the www.elca.org website

oooooooooooccooooooooooocccoooooooooooccoooooooooooccoooooooooooocié

®eeeccscccsccccscccscccscccccccsscccee

eelllecesccscccccscccne

woeosoe



S R

# # %

*0 1 #
*2

*& -1
*( _

I %
& # -

ERERERRERRRRRENY

Sy gy gy yyyyyyyyyyyyysyyyyyyyyyyysyyyyyyyyyyygsyyyyy
X
gy Ny ey Yy gy

SERVICE SCHEDULES FOR FEBRUARY

Acolytes
2/01 Maddie Johnson Will Owen
2/08 Max Menz Hannah Thigpen
2/15 Emily Adkins Maddie Braxton
2/22 Megan Turner Maren McDermott

Children’s Message
2/08 Angie Gilliam
2/22 Nancy Hemric

Communion Assistants (8:15)

2/01 Cheryl English
2/08 Greg Myers
2/15 Mel Petersen
2122 Don West

Communion Preparers & Assistants (10:30)

2/01 Frank Rhue Shelia Gibson

2/15 Roger Meisenbach Colleen Macklin
Crucifers

2/01 Jacob Ingle

2/08 Sarah Menz

2/15 Melissa Reeger

2/22 Meghan McDermott
Dust Covers

2/01 & 2/08 Danielle Baker & Ellen Greeson

2/15 & 2/22 Ruth Matkins & Jane Moore
Greeters

2/01  Max & Betty Sigmon, Jim & Elaine Ysteboe

2/08  Jane Moore, Anna Bass, Vern & Patty Misenheimer

2/15  Debbie Gunyan, Elizabeth Murray, Randi DufiiGkidysp

2/22  Lettie Carlson, Kathleen Turbyfill, Bobbies GeegtaiEfirgl
Lay Readers 8:15 10:30

2/01 Vera Barker Shelia Gibson

2/08 Gail Cobb Colleen Macklin

2/15 Sarah Lynch Bruce Moore

2/22 Sandee Jackson Marinelle Peery
Nursery

2/01 Stephanie Braxton, Maddie Braxton

2/08 Vicky Hunley, Grey Hunley

2/15 Leah Bass, Megan Turner

2/22 Kristin Spencer, Rachel Spencer

Sound System

2/01& 2/08 Randi Dunn

2/15 John Gee

2122 John Gee
Ushers

Dale Greeson—Chief
Brett Bass, Harold Fogleman, Charlie Harris,
Randy Hunley, Frank Rhue,
Danny Van Fleet, Brant Adkins




90

(@)

uol
nwwo) AjoH oo#h
[ESIN USUa GG

noio Buimas 00:§,,

S

-dns eqeoued 0€£:9
104D qnisyd 0€:S

oyD ApolsN ST:S
SIo

M elUOpaJeN  OE:

s1n0os Aog 00:2
) T# sAemssolD 001

8v# |l SAkemsso1d 0€:9
SSe|D uoneuwlpuod 0€:S
siabury uonewloey S

Kepuns yinoA 0€:0T
|ooyas Aepuns (€6
‘wwo/diysiom  GT'8

JOISSIN Ul USIN - 00:9
SIN0JS SPI9  00:9

E# 911D 0E:6s!

abuiy vluopase\ 0L
T# 9[211D 0€:6

yT# SAemssold 00

LZ wooy _ {@g4A4e31 Atenigad) STIIHM NO STVIN ALNNOD IDNVAVIV _
doysxiom IMeus Jekeid  00:L m_%mmwwu o_wﬁ_uo 00:9
Uowsl . JoysyIop\ uowsuyd  00:2 A . HS3IN LANOA oo”o

YD 00:0T IOUD QIS 081G SIN02S A0g (00:/L |sseD uonewnmuod Qg5
val loyD |pauey)d 0g:/ 10u0 Apon st | 9T# SAEMSSOID 00y c%ﬂwsw%mﬁmw\,ﬂ wmmwﬁ
| : siobuiy euopade Sy uayouy ; y .
10B1d 93IAISS UYINOA SN®N 00:8 Quv0E VOIIM  0E0T |gjaydays Poos 00:6 |ooyas Aepuns 0€:6
SIN0JS SHID 00:9 Apmis s|qig uolunwwo)y/diysiopy GT:8
: vOT1aM 006
[eaN Jayays bIN
oy p3 uensuyd 0¢:L AVANNS YIONNH ATHOM
a|gelpunoy loy ] [meys Jahkeld Q0:2 |PUnod yainyo 0giL oﬁm Il shemssoid - 0g:9
1N093S Aog 00:. [@dueyd 0€:L loyd qniayd 0£:S SIN09S Aog 00:. mmm_o:,_m%b&mmw wmmm
Z# 919110 00:2 dnoio Bumas 00:T 10yD ApojoIN GT:S GT# SABMSS0ID 00:% giebury uonewioey Spip
: 3ol : diysiom 0€:0T
slabury eluopadelN 0¥ v# 912110 0€:¢ 00UPS AEPUNS DE
‘wwoD/diysiom  GT:8
Bunasy . sapiwoy
aaNIwwod IISIUIN [B100S 00-2 9pPNILIWIOYD dAIINJIAXT (QF:/ $iabury uonewuody Sy
1S9y JamojjheN : ) JI0YD qnisyd 0€:Saiuwo)n wsiebueng go:, Yorunwwod/diysiopy  0€:0T
IN02S A0g 0€:G | 1oyD ApojeIN ST:S SIN0oS Aog 00:L looyos Aepuns  0€:6

tolunwwo)/diysiopy ST:8

9# 31PN 00:8

Aepinjes

Aepsiny

Aepsaupapn

Aepsan |

15




Macedonia Lutheran Church
421 West Front Street

Burlington, NC 27215 Ph. 336-227-5554
Website: www.MacedoniaLutheran.com
Church

Senior Pastor—Rev. Stephen C. Rust
Associate Pastor—Rev. Dr. Dianne Dietz

Twin Lakes Center
Executive Director—Mr. Charles Harris

Dir., Pastoral Services—Rev. Craven For

FEBRUARY, 2009
Deadline for March 2009
Newsletter—2/15/09
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