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Sunday, November 27, 2016

Written by Connie Poovey
Romans 13:11-14

But make sure that you don’t get so absorbed and
exhausted in taking care of all your day-by-day
obligations that you lose track of the time and doze off,
oblivious to God. The night is about over, dawn is about
to break. Be up and awake to what God is doing! God is
putting the finishing touches on the salvation work he
began when we first believed. We can’t afford to waste a
minute, must not squander these precious daylight hours
in frivolity and indulgence, in sleeping around and
dissipation, in bickering and grabbing everything in sight.
Get out of bed and get dressed! Don’t loiter and linger,
waiting until the very last minute. Dress yourselves in
Christ, and be up and about!

Ah, those first moments of the day… just waking up from a deep sleep – perhaps to the alarm clock or to
our persistent springer spaniel pawing me to wake up and let him out… How I resist those intrusions into
my cozy sleepiness! How I long to just roll over and go back to sleep! But soon my mind is filled with all
the things that await me – opportunities, challenges, and sometimes things I’d much rather put off until
later – and either eagerly or reluctantly, I turn back the covers, get dressed, and face the day.
Not being a Bible scholar, I looked up this passage in ‘The Message’ translation (see above) and then
resorted (as I often do) to Google! And I found a great commentary by Rev. Bruce Goettsche, entitled
‘Get it in gear!’ He talks about how enslaved we have become to ‘TIME’! I certainly often feel that I
have too much to do and too little time to do it… pulled in a million directions, without true focus. Rev.
Goettsche points out four pieces of advice given by Paul in this passage:
Keep perspective – understand the present time! We live in a world that is full of values that are SO
different from those Christ teaches us. We need to live DIFFERENTLY – not remain in a
‘spiritual stupor’ but wake up and live in Christ’s love. As Pr. Goeres frequently tells us, the
Kingdom of God has come near – We are experiencing the ‘new creation’ – and we need to live
that way.
Get dressed – are we truly dressed and ready to go? Rev. Goettsche says that too many of us are still
in our pajamas! We need to understand that we are on borrowed time and need to quit wasting
time. We aren’t guaranteed a single day; it’s time to ‘get in the game’!
Act appropriately - live like we are ‘children of the King’. Set aside the deeds of darkness and put on
the ‘armor of life’. We need to live our lives like others are watching us – ‘Be the Church!’ not
just ‘go to church’! We need to get focused on what is truly important.
Think correctly – what we fill our heads with guides our lives! Don’t waste time even thinking about
evil – thinking often leads to acting. We need to be careful about what we read, what movies we
watch, etc. It’s too easy to indulge our sinful nature!
So it’s time to ask ourselves if we’re really ready to live like believers– are we still in PJs or are we
dressed and ready? But the message of salvation is that we don’t have to try harder – instead, we just need
to stop running and turn towards Jesus. During this time of Advent, as we await the coming of the Christ
child, it is an important and grace-filled reminder!
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Monday, November 28, 2016

Written by the High School Sunday School Class
Mathew 24:36-44

36

“But about that day and hour no one knows, neither the angels of heaven, nor the Son,[a] but only the
Father. 37 For as the days of Noah were, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. 38 For as in those days
before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day Noah
entered the ark, 39 and they knew nothing until the flood came and swept them all away, so too will be the
coming of the Son of Man. 40 Then two will be in the field; one will be taken and one will be left. 41 Two
women will be grinding meal together; one will be taken and one will be left. 42 Keep awake therefore, for
you do not know on what day[b] your Lord is coming. 43 But understand this: if the owner of the house had
known in what part of the night the thief was coming, he would have stayed awake and would not have let
his house be broken into. 44 Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an
unexpected hour.

Waiting is a part of life. Some of the things that we wait for include the next
sports season, the results of a test, the next vacation or even the next snow
day. This passage reminds us that how we wait is important. We can choose to
live for the moment or we can prepare for the return of Jesus. Some of the
ways that we can prepare for the return of Jesus is by forgiving others,
prayer, or choosing to be the face of Jesus to someone else. While we are
waiting we know that the Holy Spirit is with us. So, we don’t wait in fear but
with anticipation.
God, we don’t wait very well. We are impatient. Help us to use these days of
preparation to ready ourselves for the arrival of your Son. Help us to
remember that it is your will, not ours that should be done. Amen
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Tuesday, November 29, 2016
Written by Julie Russell
Genesis 9:1-7
God blessed Noah and his sons, and said to them,
‘Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth. The fear
and dread of you shall rest on every animal of the
earth, and on every bird of the air, on everything that
creeps on the ground, and on all the fish of the sea;
into your hand they are delivered. Every moving
thing that lives shall be food for you; and just as I
gave you the green plants, I give you everything.
Only, you shall not eat flesh with its life, that is, its
blood. For your own lifeblood I will surely require
a reckoning: from every animal I will require it and
from human beings, each one for the blood of another,
I will require a reckoning for human life. Whoever
sheds the blood of a human, by a human shall that
person’s blood be shed; for in his own image God
made humankind. And you, be fruitful and multiply,
abound on the earth and multiply in it.
GRACE: The free and unmerited favor of God, as manifested in the salvation of sinners and the bestowal of
blessings.
As a life-long Lutheran, raised by faithful parents who taught me about God’s grace and demonstrated it every
day, I grew up cherishing that word/idea/action: GRACE. As Christians, we are warmed by it, we depend on
it, and we steep ourselves in it. But, do we truly understand it? Was GRACE something new in the world
when Jesus entered the picture? Did the God of creation, the judge of the Old Testament suddenly change who
He was? Or was GRACE always defined by who God is?
I’ll be the first to admit that the Old Testament has challenged me. Can you admit that, too, fellow Lutherans?
At best, it can be unsettling, and at worst it can be downright disturbing, until I start to notice the many times
when God’s GRACE is on full display. This passage from Genesis stopped me in my tracks when I first read it.
I was tempted to try to fight through the weeds of this post-flood covenant with Noah: to flesh out the details, to
consult my concordance, to read others’ interpretations of this passage. Instead, I read it over and over and
over, said many heartfelt “help me!” prayers, and then there it was: GRACE-jumping off the page at me in two
phrases. “God blessed Noah. . . “ and “. . . I give you everything. . .”
This holy and perfect God whose beloved and good creation had been twisted by sin into something only
worthy of judgement and destruction saved humankind by showing grace and mercy to one family of sinners!
After saving them, he blessed them beyond explanation or understanding! God’s love for humankind
overflowed! Noah’s blessing is our blessing. Made in God’s image, made to be in communion with God and
with each other, we were given everything!
This advent season, we remember that God’s lavish blessing and unmerited favor continued with the arrival of
His son, Jesus. God’s ultimate gift! His “everything!” Jesus is GRACE personified. Not just because while we
were yet sinners he died for us, but because his life was a blueprint in how to offer GRACE to others. Jesus is
our gift, freely given for us simply because we are God’s beloved. Joy to the World!

Dear God, We thank you for your blessing! We thank you for lavishing your grace and mercy on us!
Remind us that we are yours and that we are beloved; not because of who we are, but because of who you
are. Help us to recognize that beloved-ness in others, so we may also show grace and mercy. Thank you
for Jesus in whose name we pray, Amen.
May your Advent be full of moments of reflection and joy…
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Wednesday, November 30, 2016
Written by Robin Huffman
Psalm 124: 1-7

Blessed be the Lord,
who has not given us
as prey to their teeth.
We have escaped like a bird
from the snare of the fowlers;
the snare is broken,
and we have escaped.
Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.
Holy IS HIS name!
In my study Bible, Psalm 124 is described as “God is on our side.” And the early verses of the
psalm say it most clearly: had it not been for the Lord being on our side, then our enemies would
have swallowed us alive.
I may regret bringing this up, but I am writing this devotion in the hours after a volatile, angry,
ugly, disillusioning election season. An election season where vitriol and harsh words and
words that should never be uttered in mixed company were unleashed in a relentless barrage. A
season where perhaps the only thing most citizens actually agreed on was how glad they would
be for the ads and the campaigning to end! An election season where there was much bandying
about of the word “Christian.”
I am glad to rest in Psalm 124 this week. I am glad to hear these words that God is on “our” side.
Not his or hers. Ours. Because of his Holy Name, because he is on our side, we don’t have to be
prey to the stalking hatred and unrest of the world outside. We have escaped like a bird from the
snare of the fowlers. Our help, our hope, is in the name of the Lord, who made heaven and earth.
It gives me peace. It gives me hope to know that God is on our side, helping our souls escape.
And now our work is to declare the Holy name of the Lord and continue to do good work for
those who are most vulnerable in our society and for all of those on this earth. The people that
Jesus cared for. It is our job to live and embody the holiness that is his name to everyone-because God is on all our sides.

Prayer: Dear Lord, please heal the divisions and please move our hearts to show your goodness and your
concern for every living being and soul who cross our paths. We have escaped the snare; help us help
others to do so as well. Amen.
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Thursday, December 1, 2016

Written by Debbie Riggs
Isaiah 4:2-6

On that day the branch of the Lord shall be beautiful and glorious, and the fruit of the land shall be the
pride and glory of the survivors of Israel. Whoever is left in Zion and remains in Jerusalem will be called
holy, everyone who has been recorded for life in Jerusalem, once the Lord has washed away the filth of
the daughters of Zion and cleansed the bloodstains of Jerusalem from its midst by a spirit of judgement
and by a spirit of burning. Then the Lord will create over the whole site of Mount Zion and over its
places of assembly a cloud by day and smoke and the shining of a flaming fire by night. Indeed, over all
the glory there will be a canopy. It will serve as a pavilion, a shade by day from the heat, and a refuge
and a shelter from the storm and rain.

This Advent Season is a blessing to see God’s love through my
granddaughter Riley’s eyes. She talks about the things God has given us.
The sun for warmth to make us happy. Rain as his tears when we are sad.
The Rainbow to show us his love. How he lives in our hearts. So let’s
remember that God takes care of us with open arms. Let’s show others
His love this season the way He loves us.

Father, Thank you for loving us. Help us to love others as you love us. Help us to always have that
childlike love. Amen.
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Friday, December 2, 2016

Written by Ellen Greeson
John 1:19-23

This is the testimony given by John when the Jews sent
priests and Levites from Jerusalem to ask him,’ Who are
you?’ He confessed and did not deny it, but confessed,’ I
am not the Messiah.’ And they asked him,’ What then? Are
you Elijah?’ He said, ‘I am not.’ ‘Are you the prophet?’
He answered, ‘No.’ Then they said to him,’ Who are you?
Let us have an answer for those who sent us. What do you
say about yourself?’ He said, ‘I am the voice of one crying
out in the wilderness, “Make straight the way of the
Lord”’, as the prophet Isaiah said.

John the Baptist was a confident man – he knew who he was and knew who he was not.
From the four Gospels, we know that he was the son of the priest, Zechariah and both his
parents were descendants of Moses’s brother, Aaron. Prior to his birth, John was named by the
angel of the Lord when the angel appeared to Zechariah as he performed his priestly duty in
the temple. The angel also told Zechariah that John would be filled with the Holy Spirit from
birth and would “make ready a people prepared for the Lord”. We also know that John
preached a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins in the desert region around the
Jordan River. He wore clothing made of camel’s hair with a leather belt and ate locusts and wild
honey. Perhaps John the Baptist is not the expected picture of a priest! His message to the
people was always the same – “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is near” and “After me will
come one more powerful than I … he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit”. There was a lot of
energy and excitement generated by John the Baptist as he baptized so many people. This
raised the attention of the officials, the priests and Levites from Jerusalem. These men knew
the Old Testament scriptures well, so their questions to John the Baptist were specific. They
wanted to know if he was the Messiah. When told no, they asked if he was the prophet
promised in Deuteronomy 18:15. When told no, they asked if he was Elijah since Elijah had
been taken up to heaven in a whirlwind without dying. When told no again, the officials
demanded an answer that they could take back and report to the others. It’s surprising in a way
that these priests and Levites who knew the Scriptures so well would miss the power and
authority God bestowed on John the Baptist. John’s response to the officials is a direct quote
from the prophet Isaiah. John absolutely knew his role as the one who pointed others to Jesus.
He also knew that Jesus was the Messiah. As believers today, we too should point others to
Christ.
As we celebrate this Advent season by preparing our homes and hearts for the birth of Jesus,
may we all let our faith shine so that others will find their way to Jesus just as John the Baptist
pointed the people to the Messiah, Savior of the World.
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Saturday, December 3, 2016

Written by Marinelle Peery
1 Thessalonians 4:9-12

Now concerning love of the brothers and sisters, you do not need to have anyone write to you, for you
yourselves have been taught by God to love one another; and indeed you do love all the brothers and
sisters throughout Macedonia. But we urge you, beloved, to do so more and more, to aspire to live quietly,
to mind your own affairs, and to work with your hands, as we directed you, so that you may behave
properly towards outsiders and be dependent on no one.

When my husband and I served as missionaries in
India, we lived for a time in Bangalore in a
neighborhood that was made up of families of
different cultures, different religions, different
economic means-groups who traditionally did not get
along with each other, much less live in harmony. But
these people did. Let me tell you about some of them.
Directly across the street from us was an Orthodox Hindu family, and I had to
remember when I invited them to a Christmas tea to have a few dishes that
contained neither meat nor eggs. In the apartment above us lived a German family
who had come from East Germany to do mission work. Down the street was a
Christian family whose son showed his love by falling in love with a Muslim girl in
the neighborhood. Though neither family was too happy about it, they did allow
them to be married. In the other direction lived another Muslim family whose
young doctor son asked his father to arrange a marriage for him, which he did to a
beautiful Muslim girl who was also a doctor. Around the corner lived an Iranian
couple who were studying in India, and each week I drove her, the German lady and
Anglo-Indian lady to the bazaar to get our meats and vegetables. These were some
of our neighbors.
My friends, it’s so easy for us here at Macedonia to love each other, but let us
remember that there are places in the world where it is not easy to love one’s
neighbor.
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Sunday, December 4, 2016

Written by Frank Rhue
Genesis 15:1-6

After these things the word of the Lord came to Abram in a vision, "Do not be afraid, Abram, I am your
shield; your reward shall be very great." But Abram said, "O Lord God, what will you give me, for I
continue childless, and the heir of my house is Eliezer of Damascus?' And Abram said, "You have given me
no offspring, and so a slave born in my house is to be my heir." But the word of the Lord came to him, 'This
man shall not be your heir; no one but your very own issue shall be your heir." He brought him outside and
said, "Look towards heaven and count the stars, if you are able to count them." Then he said to him, "So
shall your descendants be. “And he believed the
Lord; and the Lord reckoned it to him as
righteousness.

So, God promises Abram, “Do not be
afraid, Abram, I am your shield; your
reward shall be very great." Right away
Abram’s humanity and sinfulness
surfaces. He asks, “…what will you give me…?
He believes God has not done right by him. Where are my children, my legacy?
Sounds like it could be one of us, doesn’t?
How would you expect someone to respond to Abram? Don’t even think about it.
God is not like us. He loves us even when we are being idiotic and insulting. He, on
the other hand, is patient and comforting. He has a plan for us and Abram is
important to the plan. So, he assures Abram by telling him how he will be rewarded.
In response to the promise of a limitless legacy, Abram sees his only hope is to
respond to God’s gift. A gift he doesn’t deserve. Abram comes around and
“believes.” So, the passage ends with, “...the Lord reckoned it to him as
righteousness.” But Abram doesn’t appear filled very much with his own
“righteousness.”
His righteousness is from God, and can only be from God. Only from one who is
Holiness incarnate can there be any righteousness. How fortunate we are that God
has chosen to love us.
God has given all of us a gift dearer than the one Abram received. He gave his Son
to die so we don’t have to. A gift we don’t deserve. Not out of a need for us, but
out of love for us. All that remains is to respond. If we do we, like Abram, will have
the same righteousness from God.
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Monday, December 5, 2016

Written by Tom Macklin
Psalm 146:5-7

Happy are those whose help is the God of Jacob,
whose hope is the Lord their God,
who made heaven and earth,
the sea, and all that is in them;
who keeps faith forever;
who executes justice for the oppressed;
who gives food to the hungry.

Many times we attempt to play God by trying to run our own lives without the help of
the “God of Jacob”. We do this especially when things seem to be going our way. When
matters appear to be going awry, or simply not the way we wanted them to go, such are
often the times we remember to call on God. Although many of us do live this way,
turning to God as though there is a spiritual light switch- on/off, on/off, and so on- we
also do find that when we keep the connection on, the light is always there.
We first want to quit thinking that we can take God’s role and do everything for
ourselves, without help. We try to remember that God provides what we need. God never
loses faith in his creation, and he remains faithful forever. God is worthy of praise not
only because He is the Creator, but because He makes provision for the most beloved of
His creations: human beings.
We are called to trust in God no matter how unsettling or uncertain life’s situations are.
One theme that runs throughout this and other psalms is His faithfulness to His people.
Even in the most difficult circumstances. God has never let His people down. Even when
we become faithless and want to run from God, He remains faithful. He will never deny
those who trust Him. And all we need to do to switch on this connection is to say His
name. The light is always there.
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Tuesday, December 6, 2016

Written by Jay Tolley Family
2 Peter 3:3-9

First of all you must understand this, that in the last days scoffers will come, scoffing and
indulging their own lusts and saying, “Where is the promise of his coming? For ever since
our ancestors died, all things continue as they were from the beginning of creation!” They
deliberately ignore this fact, that by the word of God heavens existed long ago and an earth
was formed out of water and by means of water, through which the world of that time was
deluged with water and perished. But by the same word the present heavens and earth have
been reserved for fire, being kept until the day of judgement and destruction of the godless.

But do not ignore this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day is like a thousand years,
and a thousand years are like one day. The Lord is not slow about his promise, as some think
of slowness, but is patient with you, not wanting any to perish, but all to come to repentance.
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Wednesday, December 7, 2016
Written by Joe Molnar
1 Samuel 2:7-8

The Lord makes poor and makes rich;
He brings low, he also exalts.
He raises up the poor from the dust;
He lifts the needy from the ash heap,
to make them sit with princes
and inherit a seat of honor.
For the pillars of the earth are the Lord's,
and on them He has set the world.

O Lord, Creator of all things, may our journey through this contemplative season of Advent
bring us closer to You. Deepen our understanding of You to hear your message proclaimed
by the angels that the Messiah has come, not as a majestic king leading an army, but as the
Christ-child born in a humble stable.
Help us to recognize you though you do not come to us in the manner we expect.
Help us to see you:
- in the beggar on the street corner
- in the homeless person in rumpled clothing
- in the person of another race or denomination
- in the immigrant barely able to speak our language.
Remind me, Lord that, by your grace, I once had to start from where I was and find my way to
You. Help me, Lord, to be an instrument of Your Grace, that will lead others to You.
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Thursday, December 8, 2016
Written by Colleen Macklin
Psalm 126: 5-6
May those who sow in tears
Reap with shouts of joy,
Those who go out weeping,
Bearing the seed for sowing,
Shall come home with shouts of joy, carrying their sheaves. Psalm 126

The metaphor is the implied comparison between two things that are unrelated but share some
common characteristics. The Bible, both Old and New Testaments, is full of metaphor. What, then is
our reward for enduring weeping. What, then is our reward for our tears as we experience pain in this
life on Earth. I know that without an exception, every member of our Macedonia community has
endured the kind of pain that causes each of us to weep and moan. Maybe not today or yesterday, but
the experience of pain tears at our hearts and at times, confronts us with such desperation, that we
wonder whether we can go on.
1971: Stephen Schwartz (am I really that old) created a rock opera and found the metaphor of
planting, sowing and harvest the basis for one of my favorite songs, “All Good Gifts” …
We thank thee then, O Father, for all things bright and good,
The seedtime and the harvest, our life our health our food,
No gifts have we to offer for all thy love imparts,
But that which thou desirest, our humble thankful hearts.
As we enter this season of Advent, remember that your tears will bear fruit; that when we offer
ourselves to God, and celebrate the birth of His son, with humble, thankful hearts, we will be fed. We
will know that the harvest of eternal life in Christ is ours.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son
As it was in the beginning is now
And ever shall be.
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Friday, December 9, 2016
Written by John Gee
Luke 3:16-18

Luke 3:16-18 16 John answered all of them by saying, “I baptize you with water; but one who is more
powerful than I is coming; I am not worthy to untie the thong of his sandals. He will baptize you with the
Holy Spirit and fire. 17 His winnowing-fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing-floor and to gather the
wheat into his granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.”
18
So, with many other exhortations, he preached good news to the people.

On one recent trip in my old truck, the inside mirror decided to just fall off the windshield. Whether
heat, age, or a combination of both, caused this to occur, I don’t know, but I do know it sure did affect
my ability to see what was behind me. At first I was trying to look around more behind me by turning
my head, but as my doctor had diagnosed me with an “eighty year old neck”, that became a real
struggle. I decided that the best and only option was to look forward, not worry about what was behind
me, but look forward to what was to come.
In this Scripture reading John is being questioned about whether he was the Christ. John answers them
by telling them not to be looking at him, but to be looking forward. Forward to the one who is coming,
who is much more powerful than he is. Look forward to Jesus, the One who will baptize you not with
just water but with the Holy Spirit.
In this Advent season, we too should be looking forward to celebrating the birth of our Savior. We too
should be proclaiming the Good News of His life, His Death, and His Rising from the Dead. We too
should be looking forward to His Coming Again.
Prayer: Father thank you for all the gifts you have bestowed on us on this earth. Help us to continue to

look forward for ways to share them, as we spread your Good News in our community.
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Saturday, December 10, 2016

Written by Josephine Meares
Matthew 12:33-37

Either make the tree good, and its fruit good; or make the tree bad, and its fruit bad; for the tree is known
by its fruit. You brood of vipers! How can you speak good things, when you are evil? For out of the
abundance of the heart the mouth speaks. The good person brings good things out of a good treasure, and
the evil person brings evil things out of an evil treasure. I tell you, on the day of judgement you will have to
give an account for every careless word you utter; for by your words you will be justified, and by your
words you will be condemned.
Fall and winter bring all harvests to be
“safely gathered in.” Apples may be
found in abundance in our North
Carolina Mountains each year. So
many different apples are bounding.
Red Delicious for eating or Granny
Smith apples may be selected for
cooking. The choice is ours. All
apples look good on the outside, but
Granny Smith is a number one pick
for cooking………..yum! Smell some
apple crisp!! They are one fruit, but
two very different utilities dependent
upon our choices.
So it is with being a Christian. Do you want to be the apple of God’s eye? Psalm 17:8 instructs us
to do so – “Keep me as the apple of your eye; hide me in the shadow of your wing.” We are
commanded to stay in God’s word by reading, studying, and asking for insight into Holy Scripture
– Proverbs 3: 5-6, “Trust in the with all your heart, and lean not on your own understanding; in all
your ways acknowledge Him, and He will make your paths straight. We are directed to be a
witness – Romans 1:16, “For I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God that
brings salvation to everyone who believes.” We are given the proclamation to worship in spirit
and in presence by regular attendance – Hebrews 10:25, “ Not forsaking the assembling of
ourselves together, as the manner of some is; but exhorting one another: and so much the more,
as ye see the day approaching.”
Good and evil both exist. What choices will you make? Actions speak louder than words. You
may be the only Bible that some people ever read!

Prayer: God of mercy and of grace, keep watch and help us to make correct choices to be living
examples of the apple of Your eye. In all our ways, help us to acknowledge You, and You will
direct our paths. May others not see us, but see You, living in us. Amen.
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Sunday, December 11, 2016

Written by Gail Cobb
James 5:7-10

Be patient, therefore, beloved, until the coming of the Lord. The farmer waits for the precious crop from
the earth, being patient with it until it receives the early and the late rains. You also must be patient.
Strengthen your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is near. Beloved, do not grumble against one
another, so that you may not be judged. See, the Judge is standing at the doors! As an example of
suffering and patience, beloved, take the prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord.

Patience and waiting are two words that
seem contrary to our “in real time” world.
We text in real time, shop 24/7, get next
day delivery, fly from continent to
continent in a single 24 hour span, and
even experience road rage if we don’t
move as quickly as others think we
should.
And yet patience and waiting are so vital to our life in Christ. To understand waiting, talk
with a child who is anxiously awaiting their birthday, look at first time parents waiting to
welcome their new baby, or listen to a high school senior waiting to graduate. Yet in biblical
times as well as today, our waiting spans lifetimes, even hundreds or thousands of years.
Waiting can be a trial for anyone – ask the beloved disciples who were with Christ in the
garden as He prayed to His Father for comfort and help. So how on earth did the prophets in
our scripture wait?
We are told they waited with patience. Their circumstances did not alter their patience. The
prophets of the Old Testament and the disciples after Christ’s resurrection were both shining
examples of waiting with patience. Neither was inactive – in fact, just the opposite! How
could they be inactive when they had so much to share? After Christ fulfilled prophesies of
the Old Testament, the disciples had much to keep them busy as they waited for His return.
The gospel needed to be shared with both Jews and Gentiles and the love of Christ needed to
be shown to those they encountered. It sounds to me like they must have felt as hurried and
pressured as we often do for time. And yet, in prison, Paul was still patient; and in exile, John
was patient as he waited.
What can we learn from these men of God? In our fast paced world, are we waiting with
patience? Are we actively spreading the gospel and love of Christ as we wait? Or are we in
such a hurry that we even miss the opportunity to share a smile, speak a kind word or show
our love through an act of kindness? We must all remember, as Pastor Richard reminds us,
WE are the Church. We are called to wait with patience and actively live our lives proclaiming
“Holy is His Name!”
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Monday, December 12, 2016
Written by Jayne Tapia
Matthew 11:2-6

When John heard in prison what the
Messiah was doing, he sent word by his
disciples and said to him, “Are you the
one who is to come, or are we to wait for
another?” Jesus answered them, Go and
tell John what you hear and see: the
blind receive their sight, the lame walk,
the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear,
the dead are raised, and the poor have
good news brought to them. And blessed
is anyone who takes no offence at me.”

Jesus knew that all that he had done was because God was in him. These healings
were because of God’s compassion for his people. He knew that it proved that he
was the Messiah (the one the Jews were waiting for). Jesus showed us God’s ways in
everything He said and did. He showed us that God wants the very best for us, even
when we are sick and hurting. Jesus never hesitated to heal and show the world that
He was indeed God’s promised Messiah.
When we pray for healing and health to be restored, we usually have something
specific in mind that we are asking God. Our prayers are always heard, but
sometimes the answer comes in unexpected ways. My husband was paralyzed from
the waist down when he was 15 years old. He prayed, his family and friends prayed
that he would walk again. He had the opportunity to have surgery at Mass General
Hospital in Boston. The doctors told him they thought they could repair the damage.
After recovering from the surgery he had intensive rehab. It took a long time, but
after much time and effort he was able to walk with braces and crutches. In daily
life, however, he had to be in a wheelchair. He became totally independent in his life
activities, went to school, drove his car, and got a good job, still in the wheelchair.
He did not believe that God had answered his prayers, but I Knew God had, because
of the ability he had to be independent.
God’s mercy is always with us just as Jesus, our Messiah, is with us through the Holy
Spirit. God hears our prayers, and our Messiah helps us through our trials.

19

Tuesday, December 13, 2016
Written by Sheila Gibson
John 3:31-36
The one who comes from above is above all; the one who is of the earth belongs to the earth and speaks
about earthly things. The one who comes from heaven is above all. He testifies to what he has seen and
heard, yet no one accepts his testimony. Whoever has accepted his testimony has certified this, that God is
true. He whom God has sent speaks the words of God, for he gives the Sprit without measure. The Father
loves the Son and has placed all things in his hands. Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life; whoever
disobeys the Son will not see life, but must endure God’s wrath.

After reading this passage, I certainly felt like I
was in over my head in trying to interpret and
write up a devotional for it, but I figured, there’s
always Google to the rescue, right? Well, when I
found some reflection and commentary on this
passage that basically stated, woe to you if you
have to deliver a sermon on this passage, I knew
that I might be in some serious trouble! But, after
reading it a few more times and reading into those
commentaries, it really didn’t seem that difficult
after all.
This passage exhorts us to believe that Jesus was
sent from heaven, and because he was from
heaven, was intimately knowledgeable of God and
God’s intentions for the world. Also, that Jesus, although human, was ultimately divine,
and as such is above all other humans. And although Jesus the divine came into the
world by God to redeem and save, his testimony was rejected by the very people he was
sent to reconcile to God. Even so there were those who did accept the testimony of Jesus,
witnessing to others that he was the Messiah, brought forth to reconcile us to God. By
fully accepting this testimony, we as believers proclaim the certainty of God’s promises.
Jesus was sent with the full authority of God, fortified with the full measure of the Holy
Spirit to redeem and save God’s people. He was granted all so that those who believed,
and continue to believe in him, would be granted eternal life. Thanks be to God for the
gift of his Son, who has opened the way for us to this eternal life!! Holy is his name!
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Wednesday, December 14, 2016
Written by Richard Johnson
Galatians 3:23-26

Galatians 3:23-29New Revised Standard Version (NRSV)
23
Now before faith came, we were imprisoned and guarded under the law until faith would be
revealed. 24 Therefore the law was our disciplinarian until Christ came, so that we might be justified by
faith.25 But now that faith has come, we are no longer subject to a disciplinarian, 26 for in Christ Jesus you
are all children of God through faith.

So many times we Christians seem to focus on the law. We judge ourselves
and judge others based on whether we, or they, obey our interpretation of the
law. We seem often to live in fear and condemnation, not in joy. These verses
tell us that is not the Christian way.
What should be our attitude towards the law? It should not be one of fear
or judgment. God will not condemn us when we fall short of the law, just as we
should not judge others. For, as Galatians tells us “we are no longer subject to a
disciplinarian.” Neither are those around us. We, and they, are “justified by
faith.” We see here that “faith came”, we did not make it. Elsewhere in the
Gospels we read that faith is a gift from God, not a thing which we create. All
salvation comes from God. We do nothing to earn it, and we cannot insist that
others earn that which is given freely to us. The law is no longer our
disciplinarian.
Our attitude should be this: We should strive to please God, not out of fear,
but as a loving child wants to please a loving parent. It should be a joy to seek
and do God’s will. If it is not a joy, then we well may be misinterpreting God’s
will, and seeing God as a harsh disciplinarian, rather than as the loving parent
God truly is.
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Thursday, December 15, 2016
Written by Dan Voelkert
Romans 16:25-27

Now to God who is able to strengthen
you according to my gospel and the
proclamation of Jesus Christ, according
to the revelation of the mystery that was
kept secret for long ages but is now
disclosed, and through the prophetic
writings is made known to all the
Gentiles, according to the command of
the eternal God, to bring about the
obedience of faith—to the only wise God
through Jesus Christ, to whom be the
glory forever! Amen.

The above verses are a doxology at the end of Paul’s epistle to the Romans. There is a lot going on here. So many
topics suggest themselves that several devotions could be written on this single text but one particular phrase jumped
out at me this Advent season. God is able to strengthen us in the gospel and the proclamation of Jesus Christ
“according to the mystery that was kept secret for long ages but is now disclosed.”
What is this mystery? How was it disclosed? Like I told my kids as they went up for children’s sermons, “If they ask
a question, say ‘Jesus’. You’re bound to be right most of the time.” That would be good advice for these two
questions as well.
But why is Jesus the answer? Paul has spent most of the previous 16 chapters explaining that. He goes into great
detail about the human condition and God’s action. We are all sinners and cannot escape the effects of our sinfulness
which ends in death. We have fallen away from what God intended for his creation. Even God’s gift of the Law
ultimately serves to condemn us but it is at that moment of helplessness that we recognize our help can only come
from God. Paul explains at length the gap between us and God. Then he tells us how that vast chasm is bridged.
Paul explains the many ways that God gave humankind to lead them back to Him. His law was written in their
hearts. He called the nation of Israel out to be a beacon to the world of His love. All of these efforts were
incomplete. Then in the fullness of time he sent his Son, the “mystery that was kept secret for long ages.” God did
not meet us halfway. He bridged the gulf between Him and us by becoming one of us. His love was made manifest
in the ministry, suffering, death and resurrection of Jesus the Christ. Paul’s emphasis in Romans is that God’s grace
is realized among us through faith and that nothing in the world can separate us from the love of God in Jesus Christ.
So this Advent season, we give thanks for the gift of the mystery hidden for ages that brings us back into relationship
with God, which was the plan all along. Let us draw strength from the proclamation of the gospel of Jesus Christ
and share it with others in word and deed.
We pray: Heavenly Father, we praise you for your eternal love. We thank you for revealing the mystery held secret
for long ages in your Son, Jesus. Open our hearts by your Holy Spirit to this mystery that we may proclaim His first
coming and look forward to His coming again. In His Holy Name we pray. Amen.
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Friday, December 16, 2016

Written by Melinda Menz
Jude 1:24-25

24

Now to him who is able to keep you from falling, and to make you stand without blemish in the
presence of his glory with rejoicing, 25 to the only God our Savior, through Jesus Christ our Lord, be
glory, majesty, power, and authority, before all time and now and forever. Amen.

What a beautiful passage, not only are we reminded of what God can do for us but also who he is. We
are told that God is able to keep us from falling and he will present us before his glorious presence in
joyful perfection. How is God able to do this? God is able to do this because of who he is. He is able.
He is our only God. He is our Savior. He is the one who lives in glory and majesty and power and
authority. He is the one who communicated to us through Jesus our Lord. He is the one who exists
before all ages. He is the one who is alive now. He is the one who will be forevermore.
God, your presence is all around us. However, we sometimes forget all of the blessings that we receive
from you as God’s children. In our effort to describe you we make you small. In wanting to see your
face, we create images that look like us instead of you. Help us to look for you in our hearts, Lord. We
rejoice in your name. Amen
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Saturday, December 17

Written by Bryan Pennington
Zechariah 8:14-17

For thus says the Lord of hosts: Just as I purposed to bring disaster upon you, when your ancestors
provoked me to wrath, and I did not relent, says the Lord of hosts, so again I have purposed in these days
to do good to Jerusalem and to the house of Judah; do not be afraid. These are the things that you shall
do: Speak the truth to one another, render in your gates judgements that are true and make for peace, do
not devise evil in your hearts against one another, and love no false oath; for all these are things that I
hate, says the Lord.

When I first arise every morning I read the scripture passage from the publication, Christ In Our
Home. Interestingly enough, today's passage is about God not tearing down Israel only for the
sake of wrath or punishment, but rather to build up something better in its place. The passage
from Zechariah strikes me in the same light. God is certainly capable to provide discipline but
loves creation and wants the best for his world. Thru out the Old Testament he provided for his
people the manner in which all should live together, how to treat each other. We should live in
harmony and worship God with thanks for all that he provides. This focus passage is further
evidence of God's caring, loving will for his people. In this Advent season we can view this as a
precursor to his greatest show of love for our eternity, the gift of Christ to the world. Thanks be to
God for all his works, his tearing down and building up, and the gift of the child to show the
enormity of his love, Christ Jesus the Light of the World forever. Have a Merry Christmas.
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Monday, December 18, 2016

Written by Anonymous
Zephaniah 3:8-9

Therefore wait for me, says the Lord,
for the day when I arise as a witness.
For my decision is to gather nations,
to assemble kingdoms,
to pour out upon them my indignation,
all the heat of my anger;
for in the fire of my passion
all the earth shall be consumed.
At that time I will change the speech of the peoples
to a pure speech,
that all of them may call on the name of the Lord
and serve him with one accord.

As I write this devotion, our state is in the midst of electing a governor and our great
nation awaits the election of a president. Both campaigns are chocked full of hate, lies,
and anger from all sides. As we wait for the Lord, we all need Zephaniah to remind us
that we are better united than divided. This passage is telling us to stop focusing on
other idols and we would have no choice but to serve the Lord. Imagine if all of the
time, effort, and money being spent trying to win was devoted to things that Jesus
would have us do. How many hungry children might have been fed? Maybe we could
find a cure for Alzheimer’s Disease. Anything is possible with God and might actually be
doable if we were united with Him and each other.
Advent is the season of waiting for the Lord. Let us hope that He will turn our speech to
pure speech and all of us can serve only Him. We need to be reminded of the
devotional theme from Luke 1:49 “for the Mighty One has done great things for me, and
holy is his name.”
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Monday, December 19, 2016
Written by Ann Molnar
Matthew 1:18-25
Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been engaged to
Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found to be with child from the Holy Spirit. Her husband
Joseph, being a righteous man and unwilling to expose her to public disgrace, planned to dismiss her
quietly. But just when he had resolved to do this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said,
“Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the child conceived in her is from the
Holy Spirit. She will bear a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.”
All this took place to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet:
“Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son,
and they shall name him Emmanuel”,
which means, “God is with us.” When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord
commanded him; he took her as his wife, but had no marital relations with her until she had borne a son;
and he named him Jesus.

Dear Lord so many times, as we go through our days, we are challenged to trust and let go to You for
guidance and protection. This is not always easy as the busyness of our days and the demands to follow the
ways of society clamor for our attention. Mary and Joseph were two people living their lives in the culture
of their time when You called them to trust You with a journey that would forever affect humanity. It was
undoubtedly difficult for them to go against the established practices of the day but they did. They trusted
You and believed in Your guidance. As we travel through these days of Advent, Lord, please strengthen us
to see that by following You and trusting You we are also on a journey. One that leads us to become the
persons we are meant to be with a deeper confidence in Your guidance as we step out in faith knowing God
is always with us. Amen.
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Tuesday, December 20, 2016

Written by Yvonne White
Galatians 3:11-14

Now it is evident that no one is justified before God by the law; for “The one who is righteous will live by
faith.” But the law does not rest on faith; on the contrary, “Whoever does the works of the law will live by
them.” Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by becoming a curse for us—for it is written, “Cursed
is everyone who hangs on a tree”— in order that in Christ Jesus the blessing of Abraham might come to the
Gentiles, so that we might receive the promise of the Spirit through faith.

I grew up hearing my daddy say “saved by grace through faith.” He taught Sunday School at Macedonia in
the very room where I was sitting during my next to the last council meeting before my three year term
ends. I needed an author for one last devotion. To persuade my fellow council members, I said, “well, it
should be easy, the scripture is the whole basis for our Lutheran beliefs.” Pastor Goeres said “except for
Jesus.” WOW, that made me think. “Except for Jesus.” Think about that for a minute. What are we
without Jesus? This passage tells us exactly that. We are saved by the grace of God, through our faith in
Christ Jesus. That’s what it’s all about. Jesus hung on a “tree” for us. He died for us that we might have
abundant life and everlasting life. His death freed us from sin. It is not our works, but HIS!
I give credit for this devotion to Pastor Goeres and my fellow council members for the inspiration you have
given me. I have been blessed to serve as Vice President for three years, blessed to lead Worship and
Music, and blessed to be a member of this great family called Macedonia Lutheran Church.
Dear Jesus, help us remember that “EXCEPT FOR YOU”, there is nothing. Holy is His Name! AMEN!
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Wednesday, December 21, 2016

Written by Sam Meares
Luke 1:46-49

And Mary said,
“My soul magnifies the Lord,
and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior,
for he has looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant.
Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed;
for the Mighty One has done great things for me,
and holy is his name.”
Emily Dickinson once said, “I’m nobody! Who are you?
Are you nobody, too?”
To fully understand this portion of scripture, one must
understand the annunciation of Mary from the angel,
Gabriel, which has just occurred in the passages of
scripture proceeding today’s reading, which has been
nicknamed, Mary’s Song or Mary’s Magnificat. Mary has
just been greeted by her cousin, Elizabeth, the mother of
John the Baptist. Upon expecting Elizabeth’s salutation,
this “song” was Mary’s joyous prayer; this was the
moment that the teen-aged mother-to-be realized that she
would be the mother of Jesus, Emmanuel, Wonderful,
Counselor, the Mighty God, the everlasting Father, the
Prince of Peace. Humble Mary was catapulted from being
Emily Dickinson’s “nobody” to the never-ending mother
who remains with her son throughout His earthly ministry
until His most precious Passion, death, and resurrection.
Even with the potential shame and scorn of her family for
being an unmarried, pregnant young woman, Mary knew
that her soul, her being, her ministry, all of her remaining
days on earth would magnify the Lord. Instead of wallowing in the misery of her situation, she and her
spirit rejoiced! How often do we as Christians surrender to the will of God’s work and the work of the Holy
Spirit? How quickly are we to dismiss the call to trust and obey? When will our work, our family, our
friends, our finances, our possessions, our clout, and our beings ever realize that God, too, has looked with
favor on the lowliness of His servants? These busy things and busy people have shrouded, stolen, and sink
our hope that great things have already been done for me, done for us.
When we acknowledge the sacred holiness of and in our lives, we are free to allow the most mundane, daily
activities to be holy or “set apart” from their ordinariness. How did Mary know of Jesus’ greatness before
his birth? How did she know that his name was “Holy?” What are ways that we become holy people of
God? Questions not easily answered. Holy for me is the premeditated acts, rituals, and customs of divine,
liturgical worship. We may be Emily’s “nobody” during the week, but on corporate worship on Sunday, we
bask in the light of Jesus’ promises of resurrection and proclaim, “Holy is His name.”
Prayer of Contemplation and Thankfulness: Most loving and gracious God, may we, too, with Mary and
Joseph, approach the advent of your birth, where a stable lamp is lighted whose glow through darkness
shines. May we travel the road built with the cornerstones that were rejected and pave your kingdom come.
With blessedness and grace, we seek to know you, grow to you, preserved in your love and in your mercy.
May we follow you by the light of your star with us, anticipate your awe of forgiveness, and wonder with the
same gifts of the Magi as we come to meet you in your fulfillment of time. Help to form and inform us, so
that we may worship you, and magnify your holy name. Amen.
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Thursday, December 22, 2016
Written by Charles Harris
Luke 2:8-14
In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. Then an
angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified.
But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see-I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the
people: to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a
sign for you: you find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manager.” And suddenly there was
with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the highest
heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he favors!”

Can you imagine sitting at your place of work and all of sudden there is a bright light and an Angel-like
being standing at your cubicle door? Would we be terrified? In the skeptical world we live in, most of us
would think it was some kind of joke, special effects, and I doubt that any of us would think that an angel of
the Lord had come to make an announcement. Announcements of any significance in this day and time
come through choreographed news conferences, TV, Internet, Face Book, Snap Chat, Linked-in, Pinterest,
Neighborhood App, Twitter, and more. God would need a Web Page. The likes and dislikes of others
would be read before we could form an opinion. “Talking Heads” (experts) would have to weigh in. But in
the midst of all the technology, channels of “information”, buzz / chatter, and skepticism would we get the
message?
Shepherds at work on a cold night outside of Bethlehem were selected to be the “bearer of the good news”.
These were not complicated or skeptical people. God was announcing his son was born. The promise of a
messiah was fulfilled. Christ had come not just for the wealthy, educated, powerful, or privileged, but for
all the people including shepherds in the field. A simple but important message.
Sometimes we as Christians, forget this simple announcement. We get consumed by the “busyness” of our
lives and the activities of the church, and forget our first duty is to spread the good news of great joy to
everyone we can reach. It is simple: CHRIST CAME FOR ALL.
Prayer: Heavenly Father, as we go about our daily lives and the work of this congregation, guide us to
share your love by welcoming all to participate in the good news of your son, Jesus Christ. Amen.
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Friday, December 23, 2016

Written by Stephanie Braxton
Psalm 97:10-12

The Lord loves those who hate evil;
He guards the lives of his faithful;
He rescues them from the hand of the wicked.
Light dawns for the righteous,
And joy for the upright in heart.
Rejoice in the Lord, O you righteous
And give thanks to his holy name!

These last few weeks have been difficult ones for me and those around me. The climate at work, church and
school has been unsettling. We are facing uncertain times. Lyrics from the R.E.M. song, “It’s the End of the
World as We Know it”, plays over and over in my head.
The other night I dreamt a nice continental drift divide Mountains sit in a line, Leonard Bernstein Leonid
Brezhnev, Lenny Bruce, and Lester Bangs Birthday party, cheesecake, jellybean, boom You symbiotic,
patriotic, slam but neck, right? Right It’s the end of the world as we know it.
Now is the time, more than ever, to show our brothers and sisters how we believe in God's power and love,
and encourage them to do the same. By trusting God, by not panicking, by not worrying about the future, we
can demonstrate how God’s love can, and will, make the difference in the world around us. By remembering
that lots of things are more important than politics and encourage others to do the same, we can help
maintain perspective and civility during these uncertain times. By showing love to all, even those who may
have different opinions, is a true testament to God’s love in us.
As Christians, we trust in God and believe in His sovereignty. He is our refuge and strength, an ever-present
help in trouble. Therefore, we will not fear, though the earth gives way and the mountains fall into the heart
of the sea… Psalm 46. No matter how bad things get, even when times seem unsettling, those who trust in
God are not afraid. He will guard us, rescue us, and give us joy and light. “It’s the end of the world as we
know it, and I feel fine”. Michael Stipe
Dear Lord, thank you for your many blessings, but mostly for loving us.
Merry Christmas!
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Saturday, December 24

Written by Pastor Suzanne Shoffner
Titus 2:11-14

For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all, training us to renounce impiety and worldly
passions, and in the present age to live lives that are self-controlled, upright, and godly, while we wait for the
blessed hope and the manifestation of the glory of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ. He it is who gave
himself for us that he might redeem us from all iniquity and purify for himself a people of his own who are
zealous for good deeds.

It is my joy to be with Macedonia younger children and teach them songs. While learning a beautiful
Christmas hymn we came upon the word rude.
Jesus our brother, kind and good
was humbly born in a stable rude,
and the friendly beasts around him stood.
Jesus our brother, kind and good.
I went on to explain that the word rude has several meanings. Lilly knew that interrupting, saying mean
things or talking back were all examples of being rude. Asher said, “If I did that I would have to go to TIME
OUT.”
The Message says it so well: “God’s readiness to give and forgive is now public. Salvation is available for
everyone! We’re being shown how to turn our backs on a godless, indulgent life, and how to take on a
God-filled, God-honoring life. The new life is starting right now.”
This passage from Titus shows that our loving God doesn’t even have TIME OUT for us. God’s readiness to
give and forgive is for real. Jesus Christ offered himself as a sacrifice to free us from a dark, rebellious life
into a life of service and joy.
God’s constant goodness and forgiveness are made manifest in this season of holy love.
Anyone in Christ is a new Creation. This is the Good News!
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Sunday, December 25, 2016

Written by Pastor Goeres
Luke 2:15-20

When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go now to
Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us.” So they went with
haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. When they saw this, they made known
what had been told them about this child; and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them.
But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. The shepherds returned, glorifying and
praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them.
Merry Christmas, dear Macedonia family! Some of us gather together today to celebrate another “first day of
the week,” and thus another Resurrection Day, at Macedonia. I imagine others of you, unable to make it to
Christmas Sunday morning worship, have reached for your Advent devotional today in act of still remarkable
faith (nice work!) – and only to see my handiwork on the page. “What do I have to do to get away from this
guy?” you may be asking. Rest assured this day in the devotion was assigned to me, not requested by me!
Whether Christmas comes as a relief at the end of a frenetic, busy season, or the long-awaited fulfillment of
Advent’s pregnant pause, it is good to finally read these beautiful words of a world-changing baby in Bethlehem.
The text begins with the departure of angels (in Greek, angels simply means messengers!) who have come
from, and now return to heaven. This reminds me of my favorite quote from this past year about “Advent.” Dr.
Tom Long said, during a lecture in the early fall, that “Heaven is not so much a place we go to as a place
from which God advents.” Yes! In Jesus, heaven comes to earth. God’s kingdom is coming now, on earth as
it is in heaven.
And I love all the action that ensues the angels’ adventing among us: there is going and seeing and finding
and telling and hearing and treasuring and pondering and returning and glorifying and praising. Martin Luther
famously said “Faith is a living, busy, active, mighty thing.”
At the end of an Advent season of faithfully anticipating Christ’s return, and acknowledging all the ways in
which Christ is continually showing up among us by his Spirit, we arrive back at the first coming of Christ. It is
by this child that we know God is reviving all flesh, all creation. Praise be to God! For saving, reviving, busy,
active faith is born to us again this day.
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Merry Christmas
from the staff here at
Macedonia!
A special thank you to all who
worked so hard to get this publication
out to our congregation this year.
Yvonne White
Rena Crumpler
Cindi McCarthy
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