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Sunday, December 3, 2017

Written by Gary Logan
Isaiah 60:1-3

Arise, shine; for your light has come,
and the glory of the LORD has risen upon you.
2 For darkness shall cover the earth,
and thick darkness the peoples;
but the LORD will arise upon you,
and his glory will appear over you.
3 Nations shall come to your light,
and kings to the brightness of your dawn.

Arise; Shine for your light has come.
A hopeful sign of Advent it is the growing light of the Advent wreath. Four candles on the wreath, one
each week, represent a growing sign of the coming of the light of the world, Jesus Christ. For it is in
Christ that our darkness is illuminated.
Today our world sees a deep darkness. It can be discouraging, depressing, and leave us down or
despondent. Certainly the numbing drone of political positions, of picking a side and condemning all
those on the other side to the darkness itself is a part of daily life. It is here that we are reminded that
politics cannot save us.
The deep darkness of terror is a daily companion. Where will terror strike next? London, Paris, New
York, or possibly even little Burlington the killing, wounding and maiming simply to terrorize, spark fear.
Killing for the sake of killing is new to most of us. The killing of war we can understand. We understand
the concept of a ‘just war.’ War and terror cannot bring hope and peace.
Then there is the personal darkness that comes creeping into the life of each of us. That darkness can
leave us numb, without hope and steal the joy of life away. Pulling ourselves up over and over again
leaves us weary and exhausted , so we come to realize that we cannot save ourselves.
It is into this darkness that Jesus Christ comes. We so love to see the baby Jesus at the manger, the songs
of angels and the presence of shepherds and kings. This “Infant Lowly, Infant Holy” is a power source to
overcome the darkness in our lives, no matter where the darkness comes from. Our Jesus is a powerfully
caring God whose light brings the warmth of God’s love.
So light one, two, three, four candles to watch for Messiah. The Lord is coming quickly.
Even so, come Lord Jesus.
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Monday, December 4, 2017

Written by Debbie Riggs
Luke 10:38-42

38 Now

as they went on their way, he entered a certain village, where a woman named Martha
welcomed him into her home. 39 She had a sister named Mary, who sat at the Lord’s feet and
listened to what he was saying. 40 But Martha was distracted by her many tasks; so she came to
him and asked, “Lord, do you not care that my sister has left me to do all the work by myself?
Tell her then to help me.” 41 But the Lord answered her, “Martha, Martha, you are worried and
distracted by many things; 42 there is need of only one thing. Mary has chosen the better part,
which will not be taken away from her.”

How different the world would be if we all would take the role of Mary? Choosing to follow what Jesus
wants us to do. To really listen to what he is trying to tell us. Over the past few weeks I have struggled with
the question of rejoining the Choir. I was being Martha; I came up with different reasons not to, one being I
needed to sit with my granddaughter. Then one day, a couple of my wonderful Church friends and I were
talking about different things at Church. One spoke up and said “You can be in the Choir again, you have a
family here. She can sit with one of us.”
So when I switched and started being like Mary, I stopped, listened and prayed about what I should do. I
noticed things started to fall into place. So I give thanks to my angels of Macedonia for pointing me
towards the right path. I can now see the better part, being with the Choir is sitting at the feet of our Lord.
Doing what He wants us to do by showing the Love of Christ to each other.
Father,
Thank you for giving us talents to share. Help us to be more like Mary and listen to what you want us to do.
To put You first in all we do and show our love to each other every day.
Amen
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Tuesday, December 5, 2017

Written by Dan Voelkert
Psalm 121

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

I lift my eyes to the hills—from where will my help come?
My help comes from the Lord who made heaven and earth.
He will not let your foot be moved; he who keeps you will not slumber.
He who keeps Israel will neither slumber nor sleep,
The Lord is your keeper; the Lord is your shade at your right hand.
The sun shall not strike you by day, or the moon by night.
The Lord will keep you from all evil; he will keep your life.
The Lord will keep your going out and your coming in from this time on and
forevermore.

I love Macedonia’s annual Advent devotional booklet. I usually read it cover to cover when it comes out.
This year when Yvonne asked if I would write one, I was pleased to do so. I told her just to give me a text
at random. She reminded me that this year’s theme is “Love is Light”. Imagine my dismay when I found
my assigned text states that God’s love and grace is manifest not by light but by shade—protection from
even the light of the moon.
Psalm 121 is one of the “songs of ascent” thought to be
sung by pilgrims going to Jerusalem to worship at the
Temple mount. The psalmist has apparently seen
troubles and wonders, at least rhetorically, where help
will come from. In verses 3-8 the voice changes to
someone reassuring the first speaker of God’s protection
and comfort. To the weary traveler, climbing the dry
desert hills leading to Jerusalem, the concept of God
being like shade carried special meaning.
Shade was important to desert dwellers where
temperatures were extreme and trees were scarce. It was relief from the unrelenting heat. Even a tent or
canopy was welcome respite. Oases were welcome as much for the shade of their trees as the water they
provided. Many ancient societies attributed ailments to the light of the moon, so shade’s protection, even at
night, was seen as a good thing.
We often speak of the darkness as being the presence of sin and evil and God is the light that dispels this
gloom. But in the desert community light often came with heat and protection from the light in the semidarkness of shade brings comfort. Even the cool light of the moon was thought to bring illness and was to
be avoided.
While this image does not fit comfortably into the theme of “Love is Light” it does show us that our loving
God finds a way to provide us with what we need be it light or shade. He who did not spare His Son will
also keep us. His greatest gift is in restoring our relationship to Him and each other by the gift of His Son.
So the gift we anticipate this Advent season is both the light that shines in the darkness and the shade that
protects by day. God’s love is always with us in just the ways we need.
Let us pray: God of light and shade, we thank you for keeping us from evil. Make us aware that your
presence sometimes is as silent and weightless as shade but all the more welcome because it provides what
we need. As we are called to be light to the world, let us also be shade where that will bring comfort and
aid. We ask all this in the name of Jesus. Amen.
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Wednesday, December 6, 2017

Written by Bryan Pennington
John 9:1-12

9 As he walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. 2 His disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who
sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” 3 Jesus answered, “Neither this man
nor his parents sinned; he was born blind so that God’s works might be revealed in him. 4 We
must work the works of him who sent me while it is day; night is coming when no one can
work. 5 As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world.” 6 When he had said this, he
spat on the ground and made mud with the saliva and spread the mud on the man’s eyes,
7 saying to him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” (which means Sent). Then he went and
washed and came back able to see. 8 The neighbors and those who had seen him before as a
beggar began to ask, “Is this not the man who used to sit and beg?” 9 Some were saying, “It is
he.” Others were saying, “No, but it is someone like him.” He kept saying, “I am the man.”
10 But they kept asking him, “Then how were your eyes opened?” 11 He answered, “The man
called Jesus made mud, spread it on my eyes, and said to me, ‘Go to Siloam and wash.’ Then I
went and washed and received my sight.” 12 They said to him, “Where is he?” He said, “I do
not know.”
If A = B and C = A or B, then C must be....... Sounds like algebra which in high school I really hated.
But, in this passage Jesus is both Love and Light, and God has brought his Love and Light to the world as
his Son, Jesus who we know is the Messiah, the Christ. I'm sure mathematicians can say Jesus is equal to or
congruent to....., But , what the former blind man, the beggar in this passage knows and what is shown by
his healing is deemed a miracle, the miracle of the new world, the Light of the world forever, Jesus Christ.
What a great lesson where a man in darkness, the blind beggar, now is able to see the Light. In every case
literally, both the light of the sun and moon and the greater Light from God in the one who gave him sight,
Jesus.
At the beginning of the passage I think its interesting that the Disciples looked at the physical blindness of
the beggar as a result of sin from someone, either the parents or the man; obviously the perspective of the
day how sin manifests itself in a person and the world. When Jesus explains the blindness, its like
teaching someone something who knows absolutely nothing; his reasoning was never remotely thought of
by the Disciples. Now, hopefully the Disciples see the Light, and hopefully we see the Light and recognize
daily how lucky we are faith has been provided to us, the Bible and these passages have been provided so
we may think and learn, and reinforce what we already believe. Have a great Christmas knowing we are
welcoming the Light, the Son, the child of God, Jesus.
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Thursday, December 7, 2017

Written by Robin Willis
Matthew 18:1-4

18 At that time the disciples came to Jesus and asked, “Who is the greatest in the kingdom of
heaven?” 2 He called a child, whom he put among them, 3 and said, “Truly I tell you, unless
you change and become like children, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven. 4 Whoever
becomes humble like this child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven.
At that time the disciples came to Jesus and asked, “Who is the greatest
in the kingdom of heaven?” He called a child, whom he put among them,
and said, “Truly I tell you, unless you change and become like children,
you will never enter the kingdom of heaven. Whoever becomes humble
like this child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven.”
Wow! At that time, to have Jesus pull a child in and tell adults to be like
this child to enter the kingdom of heaven, was quite a statement!
Children were truly just in the background of everyday life, the adults
were the important people of the day. To be asked to be “like a child”
must have given the disciples a pause for thought. How could Jesus ask
them to be like such an insignificant presence in order to be the greatest
in the kingdom of heaven?
As I enjoy the beauty of being a first-time grandmother, I am reminded of how simply children look at
the world. Through Brantley’s eyes, life is simple…. “Oma, I’m hungry”, I provide food…..”Oma, I’m
thirsty”, I provide drink……”Oma, I’m chilly”, I provide a sweater….”Oma, help me”, I answer yes,
without a second thought! She isn’t afraid to ask for help when she needs it. In fact, she has an
unspoken belief that the help and support she needs will always be readily available, no questions asked.
The inner reassurance she has that I am near and keeping her safe allows her to experience life as it
comes her way, without worry.
I am well aware that she looks to the adults in her life for guidance and approval. She has the strong
desire to be helpful and kind. The constant question in the kitchen at my house from that little voice is “I
help?” Whether it’s stirring the soup pot, washing dishes, or feeding the dogs, Brantley is at the ready,
wanting to be part of the process. The smile on her face as I give her a “high five” for doing the task
touches my heart! She wants to help any way she can and there’s no fault in that!
As we celebrate this Season of Advent, remember to look at the world as if we were a child, a VERY
significant being on this earth. Jesus tells us to “change” our adult ways and “become like children” to
enter the kingdom of heaven. He encourages us to be innocent and dependent, to realize that we need the
help of Our Father to live a Christian life. It is not shameful to need His help, rather it is the
acknowledgment that God is “at the ready” for us, no matter what our day to day struggles may be. If we
allow ourselves to be a child at heart, to truly open our hearts to the needs of others, we will most
certainly live, through His grace, in the kingdom of heaven.
Dear Father, please help us to open our hearts to others in this season of celebration! Let us share your
love through the inner desire to put others before ourselves. Help us to know the love, guidance, and
comfort you provide us. Living as a child, let us realize we are not alone and allow us to reach out to
you for the help you so freely give. Thank you for our daily blessings and for your ultimate gift, Jesus
Christ, your son! Amen!
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Friday, December 8, 2017

Written by Ellen Greeson
John 1:19-23

19 This

is the testimony given by John when the Jews sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem to
ask him, “Who are you?” 20 He confessed and did not deny it, but confessed, “I am not the
Messiah.” 21 And they asked him, “What then? Are you Elijah?” He said, “I am not.” “Are you
the prophet?” He answered, “No.” 22 Then they said to him, “Who are you? Let us have an
answer for those who sent us. What do you say about yourself?” 23 He said, “I am the voice of
one crying out in the wilderness, ‘Make straight the way of the Lord,’” as the prophet Isaiah
said.
Who are you? - such a simple question on the surface but what an important question it really is!
John the Baptist answered the question that the priests and Levites wanted to ask – Are you the Messiah?
They continued to press him for an answer – “Who are you?” This is ultimately a question for all of us –
“Who are you?” “To whom do I belong?” Everyone wants to belong, to be included, to be needed, to be a
part of something. We often define ourselves and find our identity in the context of belonging. John the
Baptist identified himself by using the words of Isaiah, “I am the voice of one crying out in the wilderness,
“Make straight the way of the Lord”. He defined himself clearly as one who was calling attention to the
Messiah.
How about us? With our words, actions and attitudes, we continually answer the question of who
we are. As children of God and followers of Christ, the answer should come as easily to us as it did to John
the Baptist. We are God’s beloved children secure in our relationship with the Father and eager to share the
good news with others. As we navigate this Advent season, remember who you are, whose you are, and
shine the light of God’s love on all those around you. No one will have to ask “Who are you?”
Dear Father, we are thankful that you claim us as your own. We are grateful for your love and the sacrifice
of your Son, Jesus Christ. Empower us to live our lives as reflections of your light and love in such a way
that others are drawn to the Christ they see in us. Amen.
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Saturday, December 9, 2017

Written by Robin Huffman
1 Corinthians 3:16-23

16 Do

you not know that you are God’s temple and that God’s Spirit dwells in you? 17 If anyone
destroys God’s temple, God will destroy that person. For God’s temple is holy, and you are that
temple. 18 Do not deceive yourselves. If you think that you are wise in this age, you should
become fools so that you may become wise. 19 For the wisdom of this world is foolishness with
God. For it is written,
“He catches the wise in their craftiness,”
20 and again,
“The Lord knows the thoughts of the wise,
that they are futile.”
21 So let no one boast about human leaders. For all things are yours,
22 whether Paul or Apollos or Cephas or the world or life or death or
the present or the future—all belong to you, 23 and you belong to
Christ, and Christ belongs to God.
There were two paths for me as I started writing this devotion---the metaphor of being God’s temple,
God’s holy spirit-filled temple. Or the thought of thinking oneself as wise “in this age,” and therefore
needing to become fools in order to become truly wise. God knows that the thoughts of the wise are futile.
I’m going with the latter.
A little context. These verses conclude the third chapter of 1st Corinthians, which is a letter from Paul,
responding to news that this church community was struggling. It starts with Paul’s reminder that were
still at the spoon-feeing stage of their Christian infancy and then his admonishment to stop their jealous
quarrelling and arguing over “who is of Paul and who is of Apollos.” My study Bible’s annotation of this
chapter puts it like this: “First Corinthians reveals the problems, pressures and struggles of a church called
out of a pagan society.”
Does this not speak to us today? How are we anything other than a “church called out of a pagan society”?
Not only do we continue to be immersed in the divisiveness of our political realm and national and state
governance, but, as the broader church, we are struggling with the role of Christianity in bearing witness,
speaking out, speaking truth to those who are hurting, who have been lorded over, victimized. Some
churches are preaching a prosperity gospel, that worshiping God gives us claim over worldly wealth.
Which are we worshiping-- God or wealth? Isn’t that pagan?
On top of that, we have our enlightened, educated, sophisticated selves to deal with. We, with all our highminded thoughts and our busy careers and well-read knowledge of the ways of the world (be it medicine,
law, finance, science, philosophy), we must sometimes try God’s patience with thinking that we are too
smart to be simple minded in our faith. No, we are children of Adam, hungering for fruit of the tree of the
knowledge of good and evil. We have to be able to rationalize it all, explain it all, play the role as wise
judge, instead of settling into the joyful ride of the mystery of our faith.
“For the wisdom of the world is foolishness with God.” There you go. Our knowledge, our debates, our
arguments over whether we are of Paul or Apollos or Cephas or the world or this political party or that
church--it does not matter.
What DOES matter is that these things don’t matter. We are encouraged to become fools, to become
foolishly attuned to and dependent on God. Only then, do we become truly wise and able to embrace the
more empowering truth: it all belongs “to you, and you belong to Christ, and Christ belongs to God.”
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Sunday, December 10, 2017

Written by Julie Russell
John 14:22-27

22 Judas

(not Iscariot) said to him, “Lord, how is it that you will reveal
yourself to us, and not to the world?” 23 Jesus answered him, “Those
who love me will keep my word, and my Father will love them, and we
will come to them and make our home with them. 24 Whoever does not
love me does not keep my words; and the word that you hear is not
mine, but is from the Father who sent me.
25 “I have said these things to you while I am still with you. 26 But the
Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will
teach you everything, and remind you of all that I have said to you.
27 Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. I do not give to you as
the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled, and do not let them
be afraid.
When do you feel the most at peace? Is it when the to-do list for the day is complete? Is it when
your financial house is in order? Is it when the conflict with a co-worker is finally resolved? Maybe, it’s
when you stand on the shoreline at sunrise with a cup of coffee. Maybe it’s when you sit in the quiet of
the evening with your Bible and your prayers. Do you feel at peace in a traffic jam? In line at a store full
of Christmas shoppers? Listening to your children bicker? Hearing a dire diagnosis? Watching the
news?
I’m fairly certain that the peace we experience in this world is totally based on our circumstances.
We seem to only be able to be at peace in quietness and calm, in the completion of tasks, in the absence of
conflict and pain. Jesus promises to give us a different kind of peace. It is the peace that surpasses all
human understanding. God our Father has sent us the Counselor, the Holy Spirit to teach us all things and
remind us of what Jesus has said. This Spirit resides with us and in us and produces spiritual fruit within
us: love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. This fruit is
not dependent on us or our circumstances; only on the nourishing and sustaining and boundless supply of
God’s Spirit. Thank goodness!
The closest example to earthly ”peace that passes understanding” that I can think of is a sleeping
baby. Not a baby in a crib with the lights turned down low and a lullaby on the lips of her mother. But, it
is the baby asleep in his father’s arms under the bright lights of a loud gathering of people: at a party, at
a sporting event, in a shopping mall. Do you ever wonder how they can sleep that way? Regardless of
the noise and the lights and the voices, that baby can sleep at peace because she has complete and utter
trust in her father who loves her.
That’s what I want! To rest in my Father’s arms! To know that He provides everything I need,
that He keeps His promises, and that He is with me in the midst of the lights and the noise and the voices
of this world I live in! PEACE.
God, you are our Father, and Jesus, your Son has shown us who you are. Thank you for
sending your Spirit to dwell with us to remind us of who WE are: your beloved children. Thank
you for loving us and teaching us to love others. Help us to be agents of your peace during this
Advent season and into the coming year. In Jesus’ name, Amen.
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Monday, December 11, 2017

Written by Mark Sharp
Romans 5:1-5

5 Therefore, since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus
Christ, 2 through whom we have obtained access to this grace in which we stand; and we boast
in our hope of sharing the glory of God. 3 And not only that, but we also boast in our
sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance, 4 and endurance produces character, and
character produces hope, 5 and hope does not disappoint us, because God’s love has been
poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit that has been given to us.
Grace through faith and the hope of glory
This passage follows the teaching of the great faith of Abraham.
God told him that he would be the father of many nations even
though he still did not have a son at around the age of 100. He did
not even consider the deadness of his wife Sarah's womb. So this
passage starts by reminding believers that through Jesus and the
Cross we are justified (just as if we have never sinned) by faith
(believing in things not yet seen as though they were) and that we
have direct access (through personal relationship with Jesus through
the Holy Spirit) to His grace (unearned, unmerited favor). He adds
that we should boast in our hope (confident expectation of good) to
share in His glory. These are just a few of the promises that we, as
born again Christians, have access to through the death and
resurrection of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. This seems
almost too good to be true. We can through faith share in His glory.
From these great truths and encouragement, he quickly moves to truths that are far less palatable but none
the less vital parts of the Christian faith. He states that endurance, character, and hope are gained through
suffering and persecution. If you follow Jesus there will be persecution (Philippians 1:29, II Tim 3:12, John
16:33) just as He was persecuted. This is part of our sanctification (becoming Christlike). This is part of
our Cross to bear. He states that we should not only expect suffering and persecution but boast in it.
In our "Great Thanksgiving" liturgy we state this every week:
"It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and all places give thanks to you
almighty and merciful God through our Savior Jesus Christ....." All times and all places includes both joy
and suffering. While Paul and Silas were chained in the inner part of the prison and their feet in stocks they
began to pray and sing songs of praise. (Acts 16:24-25). Psalm 118:4 states "This is the day that the Lord
has made. I will rejoice and be glad in it." Praising and rejoicing at all times is a choice. It is something
that we get to do. It is our identity with Christ.
Paul finishes with the assurance that we have Godly hope because God's love has been poured into us
though the giving of the Holy Spirit. This is not the human kind of love, which we too easily throw
around. This is unconditional love that only comes through the Holy Spirit. We are being reminded that
we need a Savior and have access to Him through the Holy Spirit. We do not have to nor should we try, to
go it alone. He promises us that He will never leave us nor forsake us (Heb 13:5) and He will take bad and
turn it into good. (Romans 8:28) The Holy Spirit will lead us and guide us (John 16:13) and teach us all
things (1 John 2:27). We just need to surrender all of ourselves unto Him. We cannot live a Christlike life
without the help of the Holy Spirit! If we are to boast then we are to boast in Him! What amazing Grace;
what unconditional love! His grace is sufficient. (2 Cor 12:9)
Father, may we boast in the sharing of Your glory, through triumphs and tribulations with the help of the
Holy Spirit that lives in us. In the name of Jesus we pray. Amen.
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Tuesday, December 12, 2017

Written by Colleen Macklin
Colossians 1:12-14

11 May

you be made strong with all the strength that comes from his glorious power, and may
you be prepared to endure everything with patience, while joyfully 12 giving thanks to the Father,
who has enabled you to share in the inheritance of the saints in the light. 13 He has rescued us
from the power of darkness and transferred us into the kingdom of his beloved Son, 14 in
whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.
Many problems, we find, come from our expectations about how matters ought to be: this situation
shouldn’t be this way- it should be this way. I just don’t know why he doesn’t do it this way…instead of
that way. Sometimes we lose our patience because we simply want what we want… and we want it now.
Many things in life are not the way we envisioned they would be. Sometimes matters or things are better
than initially thought, sometimes worse. Our lesson asks us to try to endure everything with patience and
even joyfully. Some people find praying helpful. Here we can simply ask that throughout the day God place
in us the best understanding of His will that I can have for that day. And that I be given the grace by which I
may carry it out. "Thy will, not mine, be done."
I should always try to keep in mind that in every situation, I am responsible for the effort and God is
responsible for the outcome. I can keep my patience by humbly saying and thinking, "Thy will, not mine, be
done." Moreover, patience and persistence in seeking His will for me will free me from the pain of selfish
expectations.
Undoubtedly, some of these behaviors are easier said than done. Even so, because we have been rescued
from the darkness and given the light of his Son, our lesson encourages us to try…”to share in the
inheritance of the saints in the light.”
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Wednesday, December 13, 2017

Written by Sheila Gibson
John 16:32-33

32 The

hour is coming, indeed it has come, when you will be scattered, each one to his home,
and you will leave me alone. Yet I am not alone because the Father is with me. 33 I have said this
to you, so that in me you may have peace. In the world you face persecution. But take courage;
I have conquered the world!”

These verses echo much of the instruction and discussion that we have shared in the last 5 weeks of our
Bible study of 1 Thessalonians that recently concluded. In the first three chapters of 1 Thessalonians, Paul
showers praise upon the Thessalonians for their faithfulness and dedication to their new found faith in
Jesus. In the last 2 chapters, Paul uses as his vehicle to exhort the Thessalonians to keep working to spread
the good news, even though they had been and were continuing to be victims of persecution for their faith.
We can draw a parallel between these verses from John and Paul’s encouraging words, as here Jesus is
exhorting the disciples to continue being the bearers of the good news even though he knew that he was
soon to be brought to death. His disciples would then be scattered and alone, vulnerable to a world that
would do its best to undermine their efforts. However, Jesus reminds them that he has already conquered
this world and will soon usher in God’s new creation – a world where all will live in harmony and
community, with abundant love.
As Christians of today, we live in the “times between the time”, as Pastor frequently reminded us in our
study sessions, where the dawn of the new creation has broken in, but has not yet been fully realized. It
will not be fully realized until Jesus’ second coming. As Paul wrote in 1 Thessalonians, on that day the
dead shall be raised and those alive shall be lifted into the air to meet Jesus in the cloud, to live forever with
him in the new city of Jerusalem. Death has been conquered by the cross as Jesus reminds the disciples in
this last verse – the new creation is about to enter in – we wait in Christian hope for its fulfilment.
Heavenly Father, help us to wait patiently for the day when your new creation is fully restored and to work
confidently serving as your emissaries of hope. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen
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Thursday, December 14, 2017

Written by Yvonne White
Ephesians 2:13-22

13 But

now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been brought near by the blood of
Christ. 14 For he is our peace; in his flesh he has made both groups into one and has broken
down the dividing wall, that is, the hostility between us. 15 He has abolished the law with its
commandments and ordinances, that he might create in himself one new humanity in place of
the two, thus making peace, 16 and might reconcile both groups to God in one body through
the cross, thus putting to death that hostility through it. 17 So he came and proclaimed peace to
you who were far off and peace to those who were near; 18 for through him both of us have
access in one Spirit to the Father. 19 So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are
citizens with the saints and also members of the household of God, 20 built upon the
foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the cornerstone. 21 In him
the whole structure is joined together and grows into a holy temple in the Lord; 22 in whom you
also are built together spiritually into a dwelling place for God.
As I read this passage, I could not get past verse 19. This is what Pastor Goeres refers to regularly as he
encourages us to live and act like members of the same family. He calls it “community” meaning all of us
as one. Not just the guy that shares your skin color, or speaks your language, but all people. The gay
person, the physically or mentally disabled person, the homeless, old, and young are all our neighbors and
our community. None should be our stranger or alien, but should be loved by all of us as God loves us all.
God created us to be loved and to love, but not to pick and choose only those that look, live, and think like
us.
In a world where we can communicate in many ways, one would think that would bring us closer together.
But, we are still broken and separated into groups, by race, party, denomination of any other unnecessary
division. He abolished the laws to create a new peaceful humanity. We need to be agents of God to break
down walls of hostility.
If we loved our neighbor as God asks, we could drive out darkness. Love is light!
Dear God, help us to break down barriers and become one family, God’s family, for the good of all. Amen
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Friday, December 15, 2017

Written by Alice Long
Matthew 5:14-15

14 “You

are the light of the world. A town built on a hill cannot be hidden. 15 Neither do people
light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives light to
everyone in the house. 16 In the same way, let your light shine before others, that they may see
your good deeds and glorify your Father in heaven.

We are heading toward a season of light: the light of the star of Bethlehem, the light of God in a little baby
born in a manger. The light is reflected in the lights of our Christmas decorations: lights on the Christmas
tree, candles in the window, lights along our main streets. The light is symbolized by the lights in our
churches in Advent: the lighting of the Advent candles, lights on the Chrismon trees, candlelight services.
While beautiful, these lights are but a dim reflection of the glory of God. But they remind us.
In this passage, Jesus focuses of another aspect of light: he tells us that we are the light of the world. We are
created to shine, not to show our own glory, but to glorify God. Christmas, both in its secular trapping and
its church intensity, is enjoyable. It can be fun, it can uplift us, it can bring us joy. So enjoy it. But
deliberately shine, too. Live your faith, do a few good deeds and, in so doing, glorify your Father in heaven.
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Saturday, December 16, 2017

Written by Connie Poovey
John 1:1-11

1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He
was in the beginning with God. 3 All things came into being through him, and without him not
one thing came into being. What has come into being 4 in him was life, and the life was the light
of all people. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.
6 There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7 He came as a witness to testify to
the light, so that all might believe through him. 8 He himself was not the light, but he came to
testify to the light. 9 The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world.
10 He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not know
him. 11 He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him.

Why did Jesus come to earth? Pastor Goeres has said that we are made for communion with God – but sin
divides us from this pure communion. So Jesus came down to earth, became a living, breathing human and
walked among us. How amazing! God moved into the neighborhood He created! He played with the
neighborhood kids. He got hungry and thirsty and tired. He probably even scratched up His knees and cried
for His mother on occasion. He was tempted. He grew up and got a job. He had a real-life, human
experience.
Why would God do such a thing? Because God wants a relationship with us. God wants COMMUNION
with us. Not because we are worth it – but in order to give us a life worth living. To show us who God
really is – and how much God loves us.
During this Advent season, that’s an amazing truth to reflect on. May the Christ Child be born in your
hearts this year…
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Sunday, December 17, 2017

Written by 3rd - 5th Grade Sunday School Class
Psalm 108:1-5

1 My

heart is steadfast, O God, my heart is steadfast;
I will sing and make melody.
Awake, my soul!
2 Awake, O harp and lyre!
I will awake the dawn.
3 I will give thanks to you, O LORD, among the peoples,
and I will sing praises to you among the nations.
4 For your steadfast love is higher than the heavens,
and your faithfulness reaches to the clouds.
5 Be exalted, O God, above the heavens,
and let your glory be over all the earth.

18

Monday, December 18, 2017

Written by Pastor Richard Goeres
Philippians 2:5-11

Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus,
who, though he was in the form of God,
did not regard equality with God
as something to be exploited,
7 but emptied himself,
taking the form of a slave,
being born in human likeness.
And being found in human form,
8 he humbled himself
and became obedient to the point of death—
even death on a cross.
9 Therefore God also highly exalted him
and gave him the name
that is above every name,
10 so that at the name of Jesus
every knee should bend,
in heaven and on earth and under the earth,
11 and every tongue should confess
that Jesus Christ is Lord,
to the glory of God the Father.
5
6

Blessed Advent, y’all! And I do mean y’all.
I’m sure I’ve said before that our southern vernacular actually proves incredibly useful when translating the
scriptures from their original languages. We miss out in our English translations of the Bible because they
succumb to all that highfalutin northern nonsense (…he says with deep love for our beloved northern
kindred!). “You” instead of “y’all,” even when somebody is speaking to a whole mess of people! That
changes just about everything to my ear.
“Let the same mind be in y’all that was in Christ Jesus.” Singular mind, plural y’all. That’s what Paul really
means here, and it’s what he actually says in the Greek, which, like the refined southern graces of our own
dialect, accommodates for varying number when rendering second person pronouns.
Paul is not exhorting individuals to their own personal imitation of some Jesus who is history by now. Paul
is reminding a community of people that the mind of Christ is not a dead and gone thing but an alive and
resurrected reality! The mind of Christ, in other words, lives on and is actually taking up space now in this
world – even birthing a new world in our midst – wherever two or three are gathered in Jesus’ name. Jesus is
not merely a man to remember or mimic, but an eternal life and love to embody here and now. God is
gathering up all things in him, and if any are in Christ – New Creation! And always for the sake of this old
world. This is the gift at all Christian communities have received. It is the gift we are still receiving.
The Holy Spirit, of course, makes all this possible. Notice that the NRSV frames this directive not as work
but as release, even relief. “Let” this happen. “Let the same mind be in y’all.” It is about what God is doing
to us, and through us. So, what do y’all think, Macedonia? A community of folks Gathering as One,
reconciling around the mind of Christ, being transfigured by God into the living Way of our humble Lord
Jesus. I think that might just make y’all the light of the world.
In Christ,
Pr. Richard Goeres
19

Tuesday, December 19, 2017

Written by Tom Macklin
2 Corinthians 5:14-21

14 For

the love of Christ urges us
on, because we are convinced that
one has died for all; therefore all
have died. 15 And he died for all, so
that those who live might live no
longer for themselves, but for him
who died and was raised for them.
16 From now on, therefore, we
regard no one from a human point
of view; even though we once
knew Christ from a human point of view, we know him no longer in that way. 17 So if anyone is
in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has passed away; see, everything has become
new! 18 All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ, and has given us the
ministry of reconciliation; 19 that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, not
counting their trespasses against them, and entrusting the message of reconciliation to us. 20 So
we are ambassadors for Christ, since God is making his appeal through us; we entreat you on
behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. 21 For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no
sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.
This passage is about reconciliation and love, the love of God and the death of Christ. Paul says that before
reconciliation we were powerless, ungodly, sinners, and enemies; we were under God's wrath. Because of
change or reconciliation, we become new creatures. Christ took upon himself the curse that should have
been ours. And so, he died the death that we should have died. Our life is not our own. We have been
bought with the price of Christ's death and therefore are called to serve not self but Christ.
This selfish and independent nagging within us, is one of the sad fruits of our sin. Selfishness is directly
opposed to our happiness. To live to ourselves, to seek our own, is the natural character of all. Self in some
form is the predominant and guiding principle. Now the intention of Christ, however, was to root out this
selfish tendency in people. For if someone is "in Christ”, he becomes a new person altogether.
From time to time we hear someone say that a particular experience has given them a whole new outlook
on life. Changed convictions should result in changed attitudes. It did for Paul. This is the great instance
wherein the Lord Jesus demonstrates His love. Paul was blinded by a bright light. He was overwhelmed by
the Light. Love is light. Paul was embraced by the Light of Love. All Christians also can look forward to
this experience.
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Wednesday, December 20, 2017

Written by Frank Rhue
John 10:7-10

7 So

again Jesus said to them, “Very truly, I tell you, I am the gate for the sheep. 8 All who came
before me are thieves and bandits; but the sheep did not listen to them. 9 I am the gate.
Whoever enters by me will be saved, and will come in and go out and find pasture. 10 The thief
comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may have life, and have it abundantly.
This passage follows the declaration by Jesus that he is the “Good Shepherd” the sheep follow because they
are his own and they know his voice. The nearby Pharisees don’t understand this description (as usual). So,
Jesus tries again with today’s devotion passage in verses 7-10.
The listeners would have understood Jesus’ calling himself the “the
gate.” In a pastoral society he is addressing, the sheepfold would have
been clear. The sheepfold structure was a walled-in area where sheep
would be kept on warm nights. The wall had a single opening and no
door. The shepherd would sleep in the doorway to protect the sheep.
More importantly, the shepherd would open the gateway to lead the
sheep into the safety of the enclosure and out to the abundance of the
grazing fields.
When Jesus says he is the shepherd, he means that he loves us and knows us intimately and we are to trust
him just like the sheep trust and depend on the shepherd for their safety and salvation. He refers to the false
messiahs who have been preying on the Jews (and us!) as thieves who are out to exploit and harm us for
their own gain. Earlier he says they are thieves and bandits who “climb in by another way.” They do not
have the path to the pasture (salvation). Good thing that the sheep don’t listen to them.
By describing a literal pathway that the sheep use to find safety and placing himself in the same place for us,
Jesus is telling us that he is the gate to salvation. We find safety and pasture when he is our gate to salvation.
He comes to provide us with abundant life. Later in the chapter Jesus explains that he lays down his life for
us just as the shepherd does for his flock because he chooses to. He does it because he loves us.
He sheds the light of salvation for us by showing us the gate; this intimate act of love.
Jesus, thank you for loving us and for being the gateway for our salvation.
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Thursday, December 21, 2017

Written by Melinda Menz
Hebrews 11:1-6

11 Now

faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen. 2 Indeed,
by faith our ancestors received approval. 3 By faith we understand that the worlds were
prepared by the word of God, so that what is seen was made from things that are not visible.
4 By faith Abel offered to God a more acceptable sacrifice than Cain’s. Through this he received
approval as righteous, God himself giving approval to his gifts; he died, but through his faith
he still speaks. 5 By faith Enoch was taken so that he did not experience death; and “he was not
found, because God had taken him.” For it was attested before he was taken away that “he had
pleased God.” 6 And without faith it is impossible to please God, for whoever would approach
him must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who seek him.
This fall participants at the Sunday School Kick-Off were asked to write down the things they did as a
part of their ordinary lives as a way to get in touch with an extraordinary God. While there were some
similarities most were as unique as the individuals in our congregation. This seems like the perfect
opportunity to share some of these faith practices with everyone. My hope when asking this question was
that it would demonstrate that there are many ways to grow our faith. However, to pass on our faith we
need to be able to share it with others. Some of the faith practices that our members shared included:











Walking through the forest in God’s beautiful world. Walking in nature and
praying for the environment. While walking the dog I pass several churches and
pray for them. It reminds me that God is doing great things all over Burlington.
When I am in despair and say “Help me, Holy Spirit” and help comes in many
forms.
Reading books about the church history BC and the first few centuries as the
church grows.
Praying in the morning- thanking God for each new day and ask him to be with
me. Also, in the evening thanking him for the day that has ended. I ask for His help throughout the day
when I need it. I listen for His voice and then be obedient. Ask for opportunities/ encounters with
others to share prophetic words of encouragement. Praying for those on the prayer list. Praying while
I knit. Saying grace before meals, even in restaurants. Pray for others using petitions which I write in
“the journal of my prayer ministry”. Praying for those I am having difficulties with. I am part of a
prayer chain online. Pray the Psalms. I say “Thank You Jesus” each time we pass a yard sign. I pick
an everyday item- like a stop sign- which will remind me pray every time I see it.
Being with my Macedonia Lutheran Church friends, attend Church and Sunday School.
Learning the meaning of Chrismons.
While exercising, swimming, cooking, and helping others.
Preparing for and teaching the Sunday School lesson. Read devotional every day. Read the Bible. I
put Post-it notes everywhere. The Post-it notes are of various Scriptures that I have read in daily
devotions. It helps me retain His teachings.
Listen to Praise Music and scripture. Listening to live music.

I keep a journal by my bed that I write in almost every night. It is a combination of a prayer journal and
gratitude journal. I name individuals by name for which I am praying –those on our church prayer list,
those I have a grievance with. For gratitudes I try to identify at least three things I am grateful for that daythe beautiful sunrise, the person who let me merge onto the interstate, the wonderful meal someone cooked
for me!
When I’m stressed or worried or am just forgetting about joy, the sun reminds me of God. I feel the sun on
my skin and I am reminded that god has given us another day and I have to smile. It is a reminder of how
much God loves me.
I’ve learned the discipline of just being in his presence, of sitting quietly and just accepting his love and
grace without feeling I have to earn it. Old married couples can just exist together without speaking much
and are able to soak up each other’s company, and I try to be that comfortable with God’s company.
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Friday, December 22, 2017

Written by John Gee
Psalm 96:1-9

1O

sing to the LORD a new song;
sing to the LORD, all the earth.
2 Sing to the LORD, bless his name;
tell of his salvation from day to day.
3 Declare his glory among the nations,
his marvelous works among all the peoples.
4 For great is the LORD, and greatly to be praised;
he is to be revered above all gods.
5 For all the gods of the peoples are idols,
but the LORD made the heavens.
6 Honor and majesty are before him;
strength and beauty are in his sanctuary.
7 Ascribe to the LORD, O families of the peoples,
ascribe to the LORD glory and strength.
8 Ascribe to the LORD the glory due his name;
bring an offering, and come into his courts.
9 Worship the LORD in holy splendor;
tremble before him, all the earth.
43 years ago, December 22, 1974, a day I will never forget! Racing to the hospital early on Sunday
morning was not how I had pictured this Sunday to start. From past experience, I knew that it was very
likely that this baby would be early also. She was not supposed to be here till next year.
Our first baby had been born premature and had only lived a few days, mostly in the UNC-Hospital
Preemie Unit His short life was a life changing event that we had struggled with for years.
Now, here we were at the hospital again. As we arrived, I jumped out and got a wheelchair, rolled my wife
in, and got immediate attention. They asked that I go park my car then come back in. When I got back
they asked me to wait in the waiting area that my wife would be right out. Sure enough, in just that few
minutes she had the baby and was being rolled down the hall with our baby daughter. What a great
moment in our life!
After getting everyone settled in a room, we decided I needed to let everyone at Church know that we had a
healthy baby girl. We had received such great support from our Church community that it was important
that we thank them, and God, for their prayers and concerns over the past several years. It was with much
joy and rejoicing that the Pastor announced our good news. In much the same way as the Psalmist writes,
we were singing a new song, a song to proclaim the glory of God and His might.
In this Advent Season as we prepare for the celebration of the birth of Christ, we too should be giving
thanks and praise. We should again be singing a new song, “For great is the Lord, and greatly to be
praised.”
Father, thank you for all the gifts and talents you have given us. Help us to share these blessings with
others in Song, Praise, and Actions. Amen
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Saturday, December 23, 2017

Written by Della Helms
1 Corinthians 1:26-31

26 Brothers

and sisters, think of what you were when you were called. Not many of you were
wise by human standards; not many were influential; not many were of noble birth. 27 But God
chose the foolish things of the world to shame the wise; God chose the weak things of the
world to shame the strong. 28 God chose the lowly things of this world and the despised
things—and the things that are not—to nullify the things that are, 29 so that no one may boast
before him. 30 It is because of him that you are in Christ Jesus, who has become for us wisdom
from God—that is, our righteousness, holiness and redemption. 31 Therefore, as it is written:
“Let the one who boasts boast in the Lord.”
This is what the Lord says: “Let not the wise man boast of his wisdom or the strong man boast of
his strength or the rich man boast of his riches; But let him who boasts boast about this: that he understands
and know me that I am the Lord, who exercises kindness, for in these I delight.”
It’s Christmastime. If we love the sweet baby Jesus wrapped in swaddling clothes lying in the
manger, then we must also love the dirty, bloody, suffering Jesus writhing in agony on the cross.
It was there Jesus paid the price for all our sins.
This doesn’t leave us much room to boast, but Paul writes in Galatians 6:14 “May I never boast except in
the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ through which the world has been crucified to me, and I to the world.
Merry Christmas!
God bless and peace in the New Year.
Della Sigman Helms
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Sunday, December 24 2017

Written by Pastor Suzanne Shoffner
Luke 2:8-14

8 And

there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their flocks
at night. 9 An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around
them, and they were terrified. 10 But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you
good news that will cause great joy for all the people. 11 Today in the town of David a
Savior has been born to you; he is the Messiah, the Lord. 12 This will be a sign to you: You
will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.”
13 Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising God
and saying,
14 “Glory to God in the highest heaven,
and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests.”
The first witnesses of the good news of the newborn Jesus were shepherds, and as we understand,
shepherds certainly were not the most prestigious guests to invite to the birth of the Messiah. They
were terrified, in fact, so our story goes. I doubt the shepherds expected to be invited to the manger
that night. It was probably a normal night until that angel showed up. The Gospel tells us “the glory
of the Lord shone around them.” What would that look like? Would you and I recognize God’s glory
if we saw it? In the midst of this dramatic event, the shepherds heeded the message and made their
way to the manger in Bethlehem, of all places.
“STOP WORRYING - - - DETAILS TO FOLLOW”
No the angel didn’t say that, but something moved the shepherds to obedience. And the DETAILS to
follow were going to turn the world upside down. The birth, death and resurrection of Jesus would be
a truly social inversion of which Mary spoke about in the Magnificat. The message of divine love for
all and that includes the lowly shepherds; a signal of reconciliation between a good God and a
wayward species, and a promise that a faithful relationship with the Almighty one will one day put an
end to tears, parting, sin and death.
Light of the World, shine in our hearts this day and help us seek you wherever you may be
found. Amen
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Monday, December 25, 2017

Written by Anne Molnar
Luke 2:15-20

15 When

the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let’s
go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us about.”
16 So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in the manger.
17 When they had seen him, they spread the word concerning what had been told them about this
child, 18 and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds said to them. 19 But Mary treasured up all these things and pondered them in her heart. 20 The shepherds returned, glorifying
and praising God for all the things they had heard and seen, which were just as they had been
told.
Our youngest daughter was born on January 1, 1972. Joe & I were grateful and relieved that we had a safe
delivery and a healthy baby girl. Shortly after birth, we learned our daughter was the first baby born in the
county where we lived in Pennsylvania. Newspaper reporters came to the hospital to see her and take pictures. Visitors were lined up at the nursery window to see the “first baby of the New Year”. Joe & I were taken back by the attention.
I thought of this time in our life as I reflected on the angels appearing to the shepherds and announcing the
birth of Jesus and the shepherds going to see the newborn baby. I thought of Mary & Joseph who had traveled
far and experienced the difficulty of finding a place for their baby to be born. Then finally having a successful birth of their child. With the visit of the shepherds, another journey began for Mary & Joseph. Their
child, Jesus, was the Savior – the Messiah. God come to earth! This news was not kept quiet! The shepherds
went out, praising God & spreading the word of what they had seen.
In this day and age, our experiences may not enable us to see the brightness of a heavenly realm of angels.
Our days may not involve being in the fields, but our call is to experience the light and love of God. Moreover, we are called to share this light and love with those who are brought into our lives.
So on this day and in the days to come, may His love and light shine in our hearts and may the Lord’s peace
be with us all!
Merry
Christmas!
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Merry Christmas
from the staff here at Macedonia!

Hark,
the Herald Angels Sing

A special thank you to all who
worked so hard to get this publication
out to our congregation this year.
Yvonne White
Cindi McCarthy
Rena Crumpler
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