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Macedonia Lutheran Church 
ADVENT AND CHRISTMAS SCHEDULE 2019 

 
We invite families, friends, and the community  

to join us for all of these occasions. 
 

Advent Sunday Worship 
Sundays, December 1, 8, and 15  

10:00 am – Sanctuary 
 

Advent Meal and Holden Evening Prayer Service 
Wednesdays, December 4, 11, and 18 

Meal at 5:30 pm – Luther Hall 
2020 Core Community Partner presentations – 6:00 pm  

Holden Evening Prayer at 6:30 pm – Sanctuary 
 

Christmas Pageant and Fellowship Meal 
Sunday, December 8 

4:30 pm – Luther Hall 
 

Festival Service of Nine Lessons and Carols  
December 22 

10:00 am - Sanctuary 
Christmas music for cello, choirs, flute, and organ 
 will follow each of the nine lessons from scripture. 

 
Christmas Eve Worship 

Tuesday, December 24 
4:00 pm - Candlelight and Eucharist Service  

Prelude begins at 3:30 pm 
10:00 pm - Candlelight and Eucharist Service 

Prelude begins at 9:30 pm with 
The Cathedral Brass 

 
Macedonia Evangelical Lutheran Church 

421 West Front St    
Burlington, NC 27215  

www.macedonialutheran.com 
Phone: 336-227-5554 

http://www.macedonialutheran.com/
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We give thanks for all of the writers who contributed 
to Macedonia’s 2019 Advent Devotional Booklet! 

 
 
 
 

SCHEDULE FOR WEDNESDAY NIGHT DURING 
ADVENT 

  

 

December 4 
Speaker: Jai Baker from Allied Churches 

Menu: Turkey, Mashed Potatoes, Green Peas on a toasted hamburger 
bun, Pear Salad, Brownies and Ice Cream 

  
December 11 

Speaker: LaTanya Foust from Family Abuse Services 
Menu: Chili, Cornbread, Crackers 

Salad, Peach Cobbler and Ice Cream 
  

December 18 
Speaker: Jenn Grimmett from Benevolence Farm 

Menu: Baked Potato Bar, Salad, Apple Turnover with Ice Cream 
  

Donations for meals will be accepted.  Proceeds will go towards the 2021 

National Youth Gathering. 
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2019 Advent Theme - “God of my life” 

Date Scripture Selection Author Page 

Sunday, December 1,2019 Matthew 24:36-42 Dan Voelkert 5 

Monday, December 2, 2019 Romans 6:1-4 Pastor Gary Logan  6 

Tuesday, December 3, 2019 Psalm 122:6-9 Pastor Suzanne Shoffner  7 

Wednesday, December 4, 2019 John 1:19-23 Craig Humphrey 8 

Thursday, December 5, 2019 Psalm 72:18-19 Ellen Greeson  9 

Friday, December 6, 2019 Isaiah 40:3-5 Richard Johnson  10 

Saturday, December 7, 2019 2 Samuel 7:28-29 Charlie Harris 11 

Sunday, December 8, 2019 Isaiah 11:1-2 Yvonne White 12 

Monday, December 9, 2019 Romans 15:20-21 Robin Willis 13 

Tuesday, December 10, 2019 Psalm 146:1-2 Bryan Pennington 14 

Wednesday, December 11, 2019 Matthew 12:33-37 Frank Rhue 15 

Thursday, December 12, 2019 1 Corinthians 11:23-26 Connie Poovey 16 

Friday, December 13, 2019 Luke 3:3-6 Sheila Gibson 17 

Saturday, December 14, 2019 John 1:14 Melinda Menz 18 

Sunday, December 15, 2019 James 5:7-10 Colleen  Macklin 19 

Monday, December 16, 2019 Matthew 11:2-6 Jayne Tapia 20 

Tuesday, December 17, 2019 Luke 1:46-49 Julie Russell 21 

Wednesday, December 18, 2019 John 3:31-33 George Lentz 22 

Thursday, December 19, 2019 Zechariah 8:16-17 Janet Meisenbach 23 

Friday, December 20, 2019 Psalm 42:8 Robin Huffman 24 

Saturday, December 21, 2019 Galatians 4:1-7 Pastor Richard Goeres 25 

Sunday, December 22, 2019 Matthew 1:22-25 Debbie Riggs 26 

Monday, December 23, 2019 Luke 2:10-14 John Gee 27  

Tuesday, December 24, 2019 Luke 2:9-14 Tom Macklin 28 

Wednesday, December 25, 2019 John 1:1-5 Vicar Julie Tonnesen 29 

Advent  2019  Chrismon Tree  Volunteers of Macedonia  30 
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Sunday, December 1, 2019 
Written by Dan Voelkert 

Matthew 24:36-42 
 
36But about that day and hour no one knows, neither the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. 
37For as the days of Noah were, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. 38For as in those days before the 
flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day Noah entered the ark, 
39and they knew nothing until the flood came and swept them all away, so too will be the coming of the Son of 
Man. 40Then two will be in the field; one will be taken and one will be left. 41Two women will be grinding 
meal together; one will be taken and one will be left. 42Keep awake therefore, for you do not know on what 
day your Lord is coming. 
 
By Dan Voelkert 
 

“People Come And Go So Quickly Around Here” 
 
The title of this devotion is a line from The Wizard of Oz. It is said by Dorothy (Judy Garland) shortly after 
her arrival in Oz.  The remark was precipitated by Munchkins popping up from behind toadstools and peonies 
and witches arriving and leaving in bubbles or red smoke and fire. The text above makes me think of 
unexpected comings and goings.  
 
Advent is about remembrance and expectation. We remember the long anticipated Messiah coming in 
unexpected ways. He was born in a barn to homeless parents. He was an itinerant preacher who suffered the 
death of a criminal, rejected by all.  This was not the way the Messiah was to come. He was to come as a 
conquering military and political leader. This Messianic story certainly unfolded in an unexpected manner. 
 
Now, post-resurrection, we have our own expectations of the Messiah’s return. He will come in glory to 
establish the City of God. His second coming will be as triumphant king. His Kingdom will be fully 
established.  We will live in God’s presence. But the coming of this day is unknown.  It will be unexpected.   
 
Christ first entered the world at an unexpected time in an unexpected way. With that coming, the Kingdom of 
God broke into the world. The Kingdom continues, however imperfectly, in the  loving work of the Church, 
the body of Christ.  As we praise God for the gift of Christmas, we anticipate the  Second Coming of Christ 
when the Kingdom of God will be fully realized. As with Christ’s first coming,  the day and time of this 
coming is not known.  So let us live as though he is coming today. We need to be in loving service to all in 
His name. 
 
We pray: Heavenly Father, we thank you for breaking into our lives as the Babe of Bethlehem, the crucified 
Christ and the risen Lord.  As we anticipate your coming in glory, let us show your love to all. In Jesus name. 
Amen. 
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Monday, December 2, 2019 
Written by Pastor Gary Logan 

Romans 6:1-4 
 

1What then are we to say? Should we continue in sin in order that grace may abound? 2By no means! How 
can we who died to sin go on living in it? 3Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ 
Jesus were baptized into his death? 4Therefore we have been buried with him by baptism into death, so that, 
just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life. 
 
The advent refrain of “O Come, O Come, Immanuel” sings through our lives as we prepare for the birth of 
Jesus, Immanuel, the God who is with us in our daily walk, our daily joy, our daily struggles. 
 
We are reminded in Romans that the God of our lives is in our lives to see us through the struggles and to 
help us celebrate the joys.   
 
Perhaps the effects of the struggles and the sin overwhelm us.  Sin is insidious.  Sin reminds me of lint 
building up in the clothes dryer.  We keep cleaning out the lint filter, only to see it build up again.  The guilt 
of sin does much the same thing.  But there is a solution. Even when we keep repeating the same mistakes 
over and over.   
 
Sin is not the permanent condition.  Life is what lasts.  In our baptism death was drowned.  Sin was drowned.  
Jesus lives and Jesus is the God of our lives.  
 
O sure, we will slip up again and again.  Sin keeps trying to pop its ugly head up from the grave.  And we, we 
who are baptized, keep returning to the Lord over and over again.  
 
And that, my friends, is how we walk in newness of life as we await the birth of our Savior. “O Come, O 
Come, Immanuel.” 
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Tuesday, December 3, 2019  
Written by Pastor Suzanne Shoffner 

 Psalm 122:6-9 
 

6Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: 
 "May they prosper who love you. 
 7Peace be within your walls, 
 and security within your towers." 
 8For the sake of my relatives and friends 
 I will say, "Peace be within you." 
 9For the sake of the house of the LORD our God, 
 I will seek your good.  
 
Quite a few of you have shared that you once toured the “Holy Land” and especially remember the City of 
Jerusalem.  This beautiful walled city is a place of history and tradition, a place of contradiction and 
conflict, and also place of story and song.    In 2008, My husband Martin and I were called into missionary 
service by the Lutheran Church to serve as Coordinators for the YAGM program.   YAGM stands for 
Young Adults in Global Mission.  We were coordinators for Jerusalem and the West Bank and each year 
recruited six college grads to spend 11 months with the Palestinian children in their schools which were 
operated by the Lutheran Church.   You can imagine that we spent a great deal of time in Jerusalem, 
although our flat was located in Bethlehem.   
 
Jerusalem - History and tradition Three religions are connected to Jerusalem with their stories: Judaism, 
Christianity and Islam, so this makes for interesting places to see and hear about.   In fact, the city is divided 
into four quarters which accounts for the variety of languages heard as you walk through the city. 
 
Jerusalem - Contradiction and conflict  All three religions have participated in tragic wars which have 
taken the lives of thousands of people.   We can sadly reflect upon the  Christian Crusades which solved 
nothing and are another reason to abhor war.  The conflict today is one of real estate, where the people of 
power are taking away land which belongs to people of another tribe.   A note of interest is that a Muslim 
family watches over the key which unlocks the door to the Church of the Holy Sepulchre, where legend 
says Christ was crucified.  
 
Jerusalem - Story and song  If you were in the Christian and/or Arabic quarters of the city around Lent or 
Easter, you would hear the singing of pilgrims from around the world who walk the Via Delarosa - the “way 
of the cross” as the story goes.  In the Jewish Quarter you would hear the chanting and praying at the 
Western Wall and all over the city the Muslim Call to Prayer is heard many times throughout the day.   
 
Pray for the peace of Jerusalem!    
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Wednesday, December 4, 2019 
Written by Craig Humphrey 

 John 1:19-23 
 

19This is the testimony given by John when the Jews sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, "Who 
are you?" 20He confessed and did not deny it, but confessed, "I am not the Messiah." 21And they asked him, 
"What then? Are you Elijah?" He said, "I am not." "Are you the prophet?" He answered, "No." 22Then they 

said to him, "Who are you? Let us have an answer for those who sent us. What do you say about yourself?" 
23He said, 

 "I am the voice of one crying out in the wilderness, 
 'Make straight the way of the Lord,'" 

as the prophet Isaiah said.  
 
As we enter this Advent Season and prepare to celebrate the birth of Jesus, it is an excellent time to reflect on 
who we are and our love for Jesus. It is a time I personally feel the joy of giving to others, spending time with 
loved ones and giving thanks for the presence of Jesus in my life.  
 
John the Baptist was asked, “Who are you?” We all can ask this of ourselves. Do we know who we are? Do 
we pretend to be someone we are not? Like John the Baptist knew who he was not, we also know who we are 
not. John the Baptist knew he was the voice of one crying out in the wilderness to point others to Jesus. We as 
Christians can be like John the Baptist and be the voice of one crying out in the wilderness to point others to 
Christ. 
 
If a tree falls in the forest and no one is there to hear it, does it make a sound?  I believe it always makes a 
sound whether or not someone hears it. Whether or not someone “hears” our message about Jesus, we are still 
called to proclaim the good news of Jesus! The wilderness can be anything – a desert, a forest, a lack of 
religion, a lack of belief in Jesus. Our voice can be an oasis for someone thirsting to know Jesus.  
 
Advent is a perfect time for us to reflect on who we are and reaffirm our belief in Jesus. Let’s share the good 
news of Jesus with others by filling up, pouring out, and making room.  
 
May the peace of the Lord be with you all. 
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Thursday, December 5, 2019  
By Ellen Greeson 
Psalm 72:18-19 

  
18Blessed be the LORD, the God of Israel, 

 who alone does wondrous things. 

 19Blessed be his glorious name forever; 

 may his glory fill the whole earth. 

Amen and Amen  

 

From creation, God has created wondrous things on this earth. All of nature tells the story of his wonders. 
Sometimes we notice but often we just don’t see the marvels in front of us. The arrangement of the seeds in 
the face of a sunflower, the scales of a pinecone, the chambers in a nautilus shell are all mathematically 
arranged using the same sequence of numbers (the Fibonacci sequence). Planets and black holes in space 
have their own music which is made up of sounds they produce. Light itself is a collection of colors that we 
only see when separated in a rainbow. All of these demonstrate the artistry of the hand of God. Additionally, 
every person on earth is a masterpiece uniquely created. What would happen if we looked at each other as 
part of his glory filling the whole earth? Perhaps this advent, we could look at all of creation with fresh eyes, 
searching for the mystery, magic, and majesty in everything and everyone. Perhaps then we would be able to 
be filled with gratitude for the many blessings that literally surround us. As gratitude fills our hearts and 
minds, praise and thanksgiving will naturally flow. 
 

A prayer titled “Miracle of Life” by Rev. Dr. Robert Grunow from The Lutheran Prayerbook: 
 
Heavenly Father, 
We thank Thee first for the great miracle of life, 
For the exaltation of being human, 
For the capacity to love. 
We thank Thee for joys both great and simple, 
For wonder, dreams and hope; 
For the newness of each day, 
For laughter, song, and a merry heart. 
For compassion waiting within to be kindled; 
For friends and the smile of a stranger; 
For the earth and trees; 
For the wisdom of the old, 
For the courage of the young; 
For the promise of the child, 
For the strength that comes when needed; 
For this day and the time You’ve given us. 
Help us to use it for Your honor and Your glory. 
In Jesus’ name. 
Amen 
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Friday, December 6, 2019 
Written by Richard Johnson 

Isaiah 40:3-5 
 

3A voice cries out: 

 "In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD, 

 make straight in the desert a highway for our God. 

 4Every valley shall be lifted up, 

 and every mountain and hill be made low; 

 the uneven ground shall become level, 

 and the rough places a plain. 

 5Then the glory of the LORD shall be revealed, 

 and all people shall see it together, 

 for the mouth of the LORD has spoken."  

 In Isaiah we hear a voice calling out a prophesy and a warning that God is going to do great things. “God is 
acting”, the voice says,” open your eyes and see.” 
 
But maybe instead of the voice calling out that God is about to act, it is calling on humanity to act. Maybe 
we are not being called on to watch, but to DO. Maybe it is up to US, to Christians as a people of God to do 
this work, to make this highway, smooth out these rough places, and prepare this way so God’s glory break 
through for ALL.  
 
These verses were used in Dr. King’s “I Have A Dream” speech. That speech did not call on people to sit 
quietly in faith and wait for God to bring change. It called on people to stand with God and do their part to 
bring about change. The same is true in the Christmas story. While God made the miracle, it was Joseph, a 
man, took Mary to a safe place, cared for her, and then took her and Jesus as refugees to Egypt to escape the 
murderous rage of Herod. And it was Mary who carried Jesus in her womb, gave birth to him, and cared for 
him. In the Christmas story, God did not act alone. God acted in concert with real people of flesh and blood.  
 
What this tells us is that we have a task. It is not our job to sit quietly waiting to God to fix creation and care 
for ALL members of a broken humanity. We are being called on to do this along with God.  
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Saturday, December 7, 2019 
Written by Charlie Harris 

2 Samuel 7:28-29 
 

28And now, O Lord GOD, you are God, and your words are true, and you have promised this good thing to 

your servant; 29now therefore may it please you to bless the house of your servant, so that it may continue 

forever before you; for you, O Lord GOD, have spoken, and with your blessing shall the house of your servant 

be blessed forever."  

On the surface this scripture seems very timely as we wind down a year-long celebration of 150 years as a 
congregation.  It has been fun, rewarding, and with a sense of pride to look back at our history and the 
successes of this congregation.  The many accomplishments have had significant impacts not just on our 
members but our community as well.   It is not a great leap of faith to say our congregation has been blessed.  
Our history says so, and Samuel provides a promise of perpetual blessings.   
 
However, the background of this passage is that King David is on the verge of a great war with the Philistines 
and is pledging his allegiance (servitude) to God. Three times in the passage the words “Your Servant” is 
used.  In fact, David is negotiating with God.   David envisions as a servant of God his house (family) will be 
rewarded forever. This passage lays the foundation for Jesus through Joseph to be of the house of David. 
 
Recently the national news has been full of the term “quid pro quo” (If you will do something for me, then I 
will do something for you).  Unlike David, I do not think that God’s blessing is a contract based on servitude.  
God’s love and blessings are intentional, generous, unselfish, unwavering, given freely, and certainly not 
negotiable.  However, I do think blessings come with responsibilities.   
 
First, we need to ascertain God’s direction for our congregation.  Discernment comes through prayer, worship, 
and study.  Second, we have the responsibility of sharing His love and His blessings with our neighbors.   In 
Luke 12, we learn “Everyone to whom much is given, of him much will be required”.  For 150 years, the 
people of Macedonia have been the recipient of God’s love and generosity.  And for 150 years those who 
preceded us have tried to follow God’s will and share His many blessings with our neighbors.   Moving into 
the future, how we respond to God’s blessings will define us.  
 
In the last few days, the ELCA has announced the theme for the 2021 Youth Gathering; “Boundless: God 
beyond measure”.  In lieu of a prayer, I would like to end with Ephesians 3:19, the scripture passage for the 
2021 Gathering.    
 
“I want you to know all about Christ’s Love, although it is too wonderful to be measured.  Then your lives 

will be filled with all that God is.”   
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Sunday, December 8, 2019 
Written by Yvonne White 

Isaiah 11:1-2 
 

1A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, 
 and a branch shall grow out of his roots. 
 2The spirit of the LORD shall rest on him, 
 the spirit of wisdom and understanding, 
 the spirit of counsel and might, 
 the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD. 
 
As a Stephen Minister, I attend regular continuing education classes to keep my skills current and to 
maintain my certification.  In October, our Stephen Ministry team was invited to a seminar at Blessed 
Sacrament Catholic Church. It was titled “The Seven Gifts of the Holy Spirit” and was based on this exact 
scripture.  Rev. Paul Lininger led the session and explained how each of us are given these gifts and, if used 
wisely, we may have a positive impact on others.  The seven gifts, as he tried to simplify them for us are 
Wisdom, Understanding, Right Judgement, Courage, Knowledge, Reverence, and Wonder and Awe. 
 
I believe that I was called to serve in this capacity, because the “God of my life” knows what I need.  There 
is nothing special or unique about a Stephen Minister except for their desire to care for others.  We do not 
bring healing to another.  Healing comes from God.  However, we bring an ear to listen, hearts to 
understand, and minds to process the concerns of the care receiver.  We help someone work through the 
healing process by listening, praying, and just simply being there.  We do not always know exactly what to 
say, but we are trained on what NOT to say.  We try to use the gifts God has given us to interact positively 
with someone in need and help them heal over time.  The process works and not just for the care receiver, 
but the care giver as well.   
 
Explore your gifts during Advent.  Determine if you have been richly blessed with any of these gifts.  Try to 
use your gifts for the good of someone else and thank God for giving them to you. 
 
We pray: God of my life, thank you for giving us gifts to use in our day-to-day interactions with others. 
May we use them wisely to make positive impacts on others.  Amen. 
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Monday, December 9, 2019 
Written by Robin Willis  

Romans 15:20-21 
 
20Thus I make it my ambition to proclaim the good news, not where Christ has already been named, so that 
I do not build on someone else's foundation, 21but as it is written, 
 "Those who have never been told of him shall see, 
 and those who have never heard of him shall understand." 
 
Where do we go to find someone who has not heard of Christ?  How do we follow Paul’s direction of 
proclaiming the good news to someone without a preconceived notion of faith and religion?   
 
Paul’s focus in Romans was to share with the people of the times that, through our faith in Jesus Christ, 
God’s grace is upon us.  He lived amongst the sin of everyday life and felt the burning need to share the 
word of Christ.  He wanted desperately to have people know the dramatic changes, some would say 
miraculous shifts, that would come to their lives through God’s gift of Grace and Salvation.  He had seen 
these miracles happen and took every opportunity to spread the word of the Gospel by reaching out to those 
who had no knowledge of it.  
 
As Paul, God wants us to reach those who do not know The Word.  However, in this day and age, it is 
difficult to find even a single person who has not heard of Jesus Christ, therefore having already formed an 
opinion of the religion which has formed around the belief in Him.  Whether these opinions are intentional 
or unintentional, we are not quite walking the path of “new territory” which Paul was so enthusiastically 
part of.  We are facing people who have formed ideas and may not be as receptive. 
 
As I ponder the words laid out by Paul, I see it as a responsibility to reflect upon ourselves first.  Look 
inside our hearts and see what opinions we have formed which may be blocking our sharing Jesus with 
others.  Do we stand on traditions, rules, or guidelines and therefore judge others around us for not 
conforming to those beliefs?  Do we have fear or discomfort when discussing Christ outside of our “normal 
circle of like-minded believers?” Or do we truly open our hearts to God and Christ’s life on Earth and see it 
for the trueness that it is? 
 
Perhaps if we step out of our comfort zone and take the word of Christ to heart, we will then be able to 
share through our actions and deeds.  It’s a raw and basic thing......... share the joy and blessings in our lives 
with others and be thankful to God and Christ in our daily lives.  Step away from the perceived distinctions 
between believers in Christ and find the commonality of that core belief.   
 
The simple knowledge that God is in us and His Grace works through us should be our shining light 
daily.  That, in and of itself, is what we share with others.  Allowing ourselves to get past the “religious 
roadblocks” we each carry will enable us to follow Paul’s guiding word of proclaiming the good news to 
help ourselves AND others to see and understand. 
 
We pray: Dear God, Through self-reflection, may we find the simplicity of the season.  Please help us to 
step out of our comfort zones, remove our personal roadblocks, and share a renewed excitement with others 
about the coming of your son, Jesus Christ. By spreading the word of knowing Christ, thus receiving the 
blessing of your Grace in our lives, help us to realize that our focus should always be on you daily. 
Amen.   
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Tuesday, December 10, 2019  
Written by Bryan Pennington 

Psalm 146:1-2 
 
 1Praise the LORD! 
 Praise the LORD, O my soul! 
 2I will praise the LORD as long as I live; 
 I will sing praises to my God all my life long.  
 
I never thought about myself as being mature....so, if not really mature, certainly not wise. There are times 
when regardless of chronological time in this world,  I probably show signs of maturity when I see what I 
see and can attribute things or feelings as gifts only available from God. In fact, how can you or I ever name 
all the material things or the gifts we've been given in life, life itself, on and on, that God above and God in 
our lives on earth has provided? Its hard to name all the things we're thankful for in just a single day, much 
less through out our whole life. In mathematical terms what God provides is an infinite number. Based on 
the realization that all good things come from God, and my inability to quantify all these provisions, how in 
my sub-mature state can I ever give the amount of thanks and praise that is close to appropriate? Well, I 
can't. But like the child I really am, I believe in God's eyes, I try and hope to keep trying to appreciate and 
praise God for whatever strikes me in the moment.  
 
Praise to you O God, Praise to you O Christ. Thanks be to God. 
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Wednesday, December 11, 2019  
Written by Frank Rhue 

Matthew 12:33-37  
 

33Either make the tree good, and its fruit good; or make the tree bad, and its fruit bad; for the tree is known by 
its fruit. 34You brood of vipers! How can you speak good things, when you are evil? For out of the abundance 
of the heart the mouth speaks. 35The good person brings good things out of a good treasure, and the evil 
person brings evil things out of an evil treasure. 36I tell you, on the day of  judgement you will have to give an 
account for every careless word you utter; 37for by your words you will be justified, and by your words you 
will be condemned."  
 
Not long before this section Matthew tells how the Pharisees responded after hearing that Jesus had cured a 
demoniac who was blind and mute; “24 … It is only by Beelzebul, the ruler of the demons, that this fellow 
casts out the demons.” 
 
So Jesus makes the case; “ 26 If Satan casts out Satan, he is divided against himself; how then will his 
kingdom stand?” Jesus says he has cast out the demonic by the “28…Spirit of God.” He is true to his self.  
No long after that exchange comes this scripture laying out the idea that our careless words tell what is really 
in our hearts. When we are careful and guarded in what we say, we can try to conceal our true nature; how 
much God is really of our lives. When we are off our guard, our words reveal whether we have God in our 
hearts or whether we are part of the brood like the Pharisees. 
 
Consider from an Old Testament prophet and the wisdom of Proverbs:  
 
Jeremiah 9:8 Their tongue is a deadly arrow; it speaks deceit through the mouth. They all speak friendly 
words to their neighbors, but inwardly are planning to lay an ambush. 
 
Proverbs 6:12 A scoundrel and a villain goes around with crooked speech, 
 
Proverbs 12:22 Lying lips are an abomination to the Lord, but those who act faithfully are his delight. 
 
Proverbs 11:11 By the blessing of the upright a city is exalted, but it is overthrown by the mouth of the 
wicked. 
 
That our true nature is revealed by our words is a common idea in the Bible. 
 
What can we say for ourselves? Can we claim justification by our nature, by our words? Doesn’t seem 
likely… .  However, we have the grace of God in our life. We have justification from Christ. Our nature can 
be a true tree and our fruit can be good. Not by ourselves but with God in us.  So, watch what you say and if 
you don’t because you were off guard, ask God to forgive you and grab some of that grace. 
 
A prayer: Thank you God for giving us Christ to fill ourselves with good treasure and forgive us when we 
forget whose we are. Amen 
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Thursday, December 12, 2019  
Written by Connie Poovey 

1 Corinthians 11:23-26 
 

23For I received from the Lord what I also handed on to you, that the Lord Jesus on the night when he was 
betrayed took a loaf of bread, 24and when he had given thanks, he broke it and said, "This is my body that 
is for you. Do this in remembrance of me." 25In the same way he took the cup also, after supper, saying, 
"This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me." 26For 
as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord's death until he comes.  
 
We hear this every Sunday, don’t we?  Yet as I sat down to write this devotion, I had to do a bit of research. 
   
It seems that in the preceding verses, Paul shared his frustration with the folks at Corinth for not sharing the 
Lord’s supper in the way Christ had intended.  Some were given plenty of food and drink while others had 
little.  Some got drunk before the others even arrived.  The rich took the first and the best, leaving the 
scraps for those who were less wealthy.  But these wealthy Corinthians were doing just what everyone else 
in their same social position always did… 
 
Sounds too much like us today, doesn’t it?  Where half the world’s net wealth belongs to the top 1%... and 
according to ‘Action Against Hunger’, more than enough food is produced to feed the global population, 
but more than 820 million people go hungry each year? 
 
But Christ came to show us a better way!  The New Creation – the Kingdom of God!  ALL of God’s 
beloved are welcome at His table.  This new community of Christ reconfigures the social barriers between 
the haves and have-nots, for we are all one in Christ Jesus.  Christ, while having status equal to God, chose 
to serve all – even those who have nothing.  At the communion table, we have been called to remember the 
Lord’s actions by doing likewise. 
 
As we celebrate the coming of the Christ Child, let us remember that none of us deserve the amazing gifts 
that Christ gives us.  But miraculously, we are ALL God’s beloved and He freely gives these gifts to us all. 
 
Merry Advent!!! 
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Friday, December 13, 2019  
Written by Sheila Gibson 

 Luke 3:3-6 
 

3He went into all the region around the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of 
sins, 4as it is written in the book of the words of the prophet Isaiah, 
 "The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 
 'Prepare the way of the Lord, 
 make his paths straight. 
 5Every valley shall be filled, 
 and every mountain and hill shall be made low, 
 and the crooked shall be made straight, 
 and the rough ways made smooth; 
 6and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.'"  

 

By now most of us are in full-on holiday mode – trying to keep up with an overflowing calendar of events to 
attend; from holiday parties with family and friends, luncheons with co-workers, school holiday programs, 
community tree lighting ceremonies, holiday light viewings, caroling excursions – as well as a never-ending 
task list that includes cleaning, decorating, shopping baking, and on and on – all to prepare for the “BIG” day 
of Christmas. Oftentimes we get so wrapped up in the comings and the goings of this season that we forget the 
reason and meaning behind all of our preparation.   
 
To prepare – that is the focus of these verses from Luke, though the integral piece of this kind of preparation is 
the complete opposite of the type of preparation that was described above.  Luke relates John the Baptist’s 
journey of proclamation, his urging of all of the inhabitants he encountered to repent and to prepare for the 
one that is coming (advent) – the one who is our Savior, God made flesh. Our focus then too, must shift from 
the external to the internal; to not only prepare our houses and food, but our hearts. We must shift from being 
centered on busyness and excess to the essential.  A shift of our attention to that small pinhole of light in the 
darkness, the source of all of our hope – the arrival of the one who will bring peace, light and love. 
 

We pray: God of my life, help me to enjoy the events of this season while also turning my thoughts to you, to 

the stillness and the calmness, to prepare my heart and mind for your coming.  Amen. 
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Saturday, December 14, 2019  
Written by Melinda Menz 

John 1:14 
 

14And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father's only 

son, full of grace and truth.  

These are the words we have heard each year during the Christmas Eve service.  It doesn’t matter what 
church calendar year we are in; we will hear these words.  There must be some important concept that we 
need to glean from them.  In these words, we find out that God becomes incarnate; Jesus becomes God in 
human form.  Jesus is both fully human and fully divine.  During our bible study on racial inequality we 
have talked about what fully human means.  Fully human is what we as people of God are striving to 
become; we are striving to become without sin.  Sin is what separates us from God, neighbor and ourselves.  
While sin is very real in our world it is not God’s desired state of being (it is not true) for us.  While we 
have Jesus’ life as an example and we strive to follow his example, our sinful nature comes through and we 
fall short.  The Good News is that God is more powerful than sin but, we are asked to name the sin.  What 
an amazing God we have. 
 
Good and gracious God, during this season of Advent help us to remember that the best gift we have 
received happened long ago with the birth of your son, Jesus. Amen 
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Sunday, December 15, 2019  
By Colleen Macklin 

James 5:7-10 
 

7Be patient, therefore, beloved, until the coming of the Lord. The farmer waits for the precious crop from 
the earth, being patient with it until it receives the early and the late rains. 8You also must be patient. 
Strengthen your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is near. 9Beloved, do not grumble against one another, 
so that you may not be judged. See, the Judge is standing at the doors! 10As an example of suffering and 
patience, beloved, take the prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord. 
 
There are many “literal” folks in this 
world. “ If the Bible says it’s so, ITS 
SO!” Not me! When I had the 
opportunity to buy every book in a 
new school library in Henderson 
County, I bought a preponderance of 
folk literature. I love the simile, the 
metaphor, symbolism, the allegory. 
One of my favorite folk tales is St. 
George and the Dragon. Whenever I 
read Margaret Hodges retelling of this 
English folk tale, I did a 20 minute 
sermon on the power of Christ, the 
message of baptism and the 
overcoming of evil; and the best part is 
that the kids didn’t even know this 
was happening; they just loved the 
story. 
 
I guess that’s why I love the Gospels. Christ put God in the center of his parables, his allegories, his 
metaphors, just the way I love them! God is in the center of my life because of Christ, and  of the authors of 
the NT, because they spoke and wrote beautiful stories of sacrifice, unselfish love, commitment;  they make 
perfect sense to this metaphorical mind. 
 
That takes us to “God’s time.” I really have to chuckle at those who use the human instead of the divine 
“clock and calendar” to determine the ages of Earth, animal and man. How can any mortal understand the 
boundless reach of God in the lives of millions and millions of birds that have flown, or wheat that has been 
harvested? How can I understand the time of God who has so loved the world that he gave us his only son 
that those of us who believe will be given the gift of eternal life? 
 
The coming of the Lord is near. Tomorrow, next week, next year… no my friends. He is always near and 

his coming has begun with the birth of his son and will be fulfilled in HIS  time. Amen 
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Monday, December 16, 2019 
Written by Jayne Tapia 

Matthew 11:2-6 
 

2When John heard in prison what the Messiah was doing, he sent word by his disciples 3and said to him, 

"Are you the one who is to come, or are we to wait for another?" 4Jesus answered them, "Go and tell John 

what you hear and see: 5the blind receive their sight, the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, 

the dead are raised, and the poor have good news brought to them. 6And blessed is anyone who takes no 

offense at me." 
 

Being imprisoned John kept thinking about what Jesus was doing and wanted to know if Jesus was the one 

that he had been telling people who was to come. By all the good that Jesus accomplished to help people, he 

led an unusual and outstanding life, unlike everyone else and all of us.  I always thank Jesus for all the good 

he did and for all his teaching about the Father. Because of his teachings, we learn what God wants us to do 

and how we are to live.  I also always thank him for his sacrifice to save us from our sin and give us the 

hope of eternal life after we die.  I think John must have admired and believed in Jesus after the disciples 

came back and told him the message Jesus expressed, all of which happened before John was killed. 
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Tuesday, December 17, 2019 
Written by Julie Russell 

Luke 1:46-49 
 

46And Mary said, 
 "My soul magnifies the Lord, 
 47and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 
 48for he has looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant. 
 Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed; 
 49for the Mighty One has done great things for me, 
 and holy is his name.” 
 
My family is a fan of musicals. On stage or onscreen, there's just something joyous about a story that is told 
with music! Cynics and critics have a hard time with the plausibility of young lovers bursting into song as 
they gaze into each other's eyes. Or how about when the people on a crowded city street suddenly seem to 
know all the words and harmonies and steps to a grand song and dance number? Or when a rumble on the 
West Side involves soft shoe dancing and jazz hands? Even the eye-rollers who claim not to like musicals 
have to admit that, when disbelief is suspended, the heart always responds to song. If deeply moved, the 
heart can actually respond with song. 
 
Mary's opening act in Luke 2 is to offer a spontaneous song of praise! She has just been given the news that 
she would be the one to carry God's son, the Messiah, into the world, and she just can't contain her joy. An 
encounter with an angel, a wondrous (and perhaps scary) message, and an upwelling of awe and joy would 
be the perfect place for a song in any musical! If you read beyond verse 49, you'll find that Mary's song is 
fairly long. She goes on to sing beyond her own gratitude and feelings of blessedness to sing about what 
this Messiah will mean for the world. How does she know the words? When did she learn the melody? I 
like to think that when God moves in our souls, that He gives us a song to sing! 
 
I suspect that in this season of anticipation, as we wait to celebrate the arrival of Mary's baby boy, many of 
us will find ourselves humming or singing the songs of the season. And, if life were a musical, whether you 
were walking through the mall, or putting up your Christmas lights, all those who heard you would sing 
along! 
 

Gracious God, we thank you for Mary and for the gift of your Son. Thank you for putting a song in our 

hearts, and may we have the courage to sing it out loud and strong! Amen. 



 

22 

Wednesday, December 18, 2019 
Painted by George Lentz 

John 3:31-33 
 

31The one who comes from above is above all; the one who is of the earth belongs to the earth and speaks 
about earthly things. The one who comes from heaven is above all. 32He testifies to what he has seen and 
heard, yet no one accepts his testimony. 33Whoever has accepted his testimony has certified this, that God is 

true.  
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Thursday, December 19, 2019 
Written by Janet Meisenbach 

Zechariah 8:16-17 

 
16These are the things that you shall do: Speak the truth to one another, render in your gates judgments that 
are true and make for peace, 17do not devise evil in your hearts against one another, and love no false oath; 
for all these are things that I hate, says the LORD. 
 
Company's coming!  Are their rooms ready?  Clean towels laid out?  We've planned the menus, stocked the 
pantry and refrigerator.  We are excited to have them stay with us. 
 
Fifty thousand Jewish people had returned to their homeland from captivity in Babylon.  They had rebuilt 
the walls of Jerusalem in two months, but they were dragging their feet in getting the temple rebuilt.  This 
was disrespectful, the opposite of worship.  Zechariah was a prophet inspired by the Holy Spirit during this 
time.  He announced that God himself was coming, not to visit, but to live among them. 
 
 Sing and rejoice, O daughter Zion! For lo,  
 I will come and dwell in your midst, says the Lord.        
  Zechariah 2:10  (NRSV) 

 
So how to prepare for God to come live among them after the temple was built?  How do we prepare for 
God to live among us other than planning the special worship events for our congregation?  The answers 
are the same for us as for them: 
 
 These are the things that you shall do: Speak the truth to one another, render in your gates 
 judgments that are true and make for peace,  do not devise evil in your hearts against one another, 
 and love no false oath; for all these are things that I hate, says the Lord. 

Zechariah 8:16-17  (NRSV) 
 
O Lord, in this Advent season we prepare for your coming to live among us.  Please guide our words and 
actions so that they are not offensive to you.  We thank you for your grace that our sinfulness is forgiven.  
Amen 
 
 Joy to the World; the Lord is come! 
 Let earth receive her King! 
 Let every heart prepare Him room, 
 And Heaven and nature sing 
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Friday, December 20, 2019 
Written by Robin Huffman 

Psalm 42:8 
 

8By day the LORD commands his steadfast love, 
 and at night his song is with me, 
 a prayer to the God of my life.  
 
I found it ironic last week that I had spent the evening reading this scripture, reading about this particular 
Psalm’s place at the front of Part II of the Psalms, and struggling to find Advent devotion-worthy insights 
about the very verse that the theme of this year’s devotions is based on.   
 
I went to bed ruminating on “at night his song is with me….”  Yet the irony is that I was wide awake at 2:30 
am.  Worried.  Worried about things.  Worried about the multiple demands and concerns weighing on me—
work, church, caring for my recently widowed mother, fighting bureaucracy in trying to settle my father’s 
affairs, concerns for friends who are ill and those who are struggling with their own demons. 
 
And while I went to bed with “at night his song is with me,” and while I kept trying to repeat that verse in my 
sleepless tossing and turning, I found no peace.  What happened to the psalmist’s promise?  Or was I stuck 
back in verse 3 “my tears have been my food day and night…”? 
 
I am guessing many of us have had similar experiences.  Concerns.  Worries.  Sleepless nights. Of course, 
Psalms is an appropriate place to turn.  My study Bible informs me that Psalm 42 is one of those considered an 
“individual lament” psalm.  A psalm for those of us awake at night worrying or experiencing anguish by day.  
And while we are caught up in the throes of those many things that cause us to lament, the psalmist promises 
that the lament, the confession of trust, the asking for help will result in the declaration of praise.   
 
I gave up that night trying to will myself to sleep.  Or to control my thoughts. Instead I got up, got on my 
computer, and sent a 3:49 am email to friends to confess a couple of my worries and to share some thoughts 
about moving forward on some of those concerns.  I was, in essence, asking for the Lord to command his 
steadfast love. And I went back to bed ready to relax in the comfort that his song was with me.   
 
I immediately dropped back off to sleep, no longer tormented that his song was not with me, but instead able 
to offer up a prayer to the God of my life.       
 
We pray: Dear God, as we work so relentlessly to try to wrest control of our situations, our time, our worries, 
help us remember that you are there to shoulder these concerns, to show us your love, and to enable us to find 
peace in the darkness of our nights to sing your song and know that you are there with us always.   Amen                                                                                                                                                     
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Saturday, December 21, 2019 
Written by Pastor Richard Goeres 

Galatians 4:1-7 
 

1And my point is this: heirs, as long as they are minors, are no better than slaves, though they are the owners 
of all the property; 2but they remain under guardians and trustees until the date set by the father. 3So with us; 
while we were minors, we were enslaved to the elemental spirits of the world. 4But when the fullness of time 
had come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under the law, 5in order to redeem those who were under 
the law, so that we might receive adoption as children. 6And because you are children, God has sent the Spirit 
of his Son into our hearts, crying, "Abba! Father!" 7So you are no longer a slave but a child, and if a child 
then also an heir, through God.  
 
Dr. Anna Madsen impressed upon NC rostered leaders at our Fall convocation several years ago the 
importance of teaching our congregations the word “prolepsis.” (Is this the Advent devotional or a Word of 
the Day Calendar? Today, let’s hope it can be both!) She was serious! She hardly understood how you could 
be teaching people the truth of the Gospel without this word. Prolepsis is defined as “the representation of a 
thing as existing before it actually does.” Her example to us was relatable (Actually, I flatter my middle and 
high school self to say I can relate, but you’ll get the point!): 
 

When you’re in middle school or high school and you have a crush on someone, and you risk chatting 
with them a bit one day, and then you ask them if they’d like to chat more later, something happens to you 
when they say yes. “If that person asks you for your number and says they will give you a call at 7:00 p.m. 
that evening, the whole rest of your day has changed!” she told us. Nearly every moment between now 
and then, you’ll be excitedly skipping around, giddy as a schoolgirl or schoolboy (literally!). It is the 
anticipation of the thing that has changed everything about your present moment. This is prolepsis. 

 
Christians are a proleptic people. Prolepsis is the very nature of our baptismal location and of our faithful 
witness. You might have heard me say along the way that “death is doomed.” That is to say, it is “already” 
defeated by Easter morning, and so surely destined for utter destruction. But it is also still wreaking havoc, 
these days. We have “not yet” witnessed death’s utter destruction (How long, O Lord?). But the fact that we 
know the end of the story changes everything about how we can live right here in the middle of it all. It is the 
anticipation of the thing that has changed everything about our present moment. 
 
Paul’s metaphor here of an inheritance is also helpful. And it is problematic, at times. “Slave” is undeniably 
loaded language. But, setting aside the conversation about how we should read that word both with 1st century 
and modern contexts in mind, there is relief here as we near the end of our Advent waiting. 
 
Paul talks about our baptismal gift as one of inheritance. The thing about being heir to a significant 
inheritance is that it can change your life today, even if you won’t be receiving it in its fullness until later. If I 
know I have a significant windfall coming in a few years, I might be more inclined to act in pursuit of my 
passions and joy, now, instead of re-acting to my fears of long-term financial (in)security. Future inheritance 
can beget proleptic freedom. 
 
And Paul reminds us that, even within the metaphor of inheritance, God has acted to bring about a status 
previously unrealized in this world. Thanks to the gift of the Holy Spirit, we are no longer minors under a 
guardian, but full heirs to God’s Promise. The riches of God’s grace are at our fingertips, now. And that 
changes everything. 
 
In this “not yet” season of Advent waiting it is a welcome reminder of God’s “already” happening Promise, 
and the ways that the God of our life is empowering us to live differently even today. 
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Sunday, December 22, 2019 
Written by Debbie Riggs 

Matthew 1:22-25 
 

22All this took place to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet: 
 23"Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, 
 and they shall name him Emmanuel," which means, "God is with us." 24When Joseph awoke from 
sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him; he took her as his wife, 25but had no marital 
relations with her until she had borne a son; and he named him Jesus.  
 
Mary and Joseph were great role models, through their faith and trust in God. They got to know 
firsthand God’s promise of Love and salvation. What a great gift to be given a son, and then to know 
that he is to the gift of the world. What a hard decision that could be for a person. We do not always 
know why we are called by God. He calls us in many ways, a hard decision, a task, a challenge, or an 
opportunity. God will use our faith in him to get us through. In this Advent Season, what better time to 
give him our fears, troubles, and anything that we are struggling with. And focus on and the blessing 
he has given us each day and rejoice in the gift he gave us so long ago. The gift of his Son the greatest 
gift of Love. Our faith and trust in God will always be a blessing.  
 

We pray: Father, Thank you for your Son. Help us to remember the reason you gave him to us. Help 
us to put our faith in you and trust you know what we need. Amen. 
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Monday, December 23, 2019 
Written by John Gee 

Luke 2:10-14 
 

10But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid; for see — I am bringing you good news of great joy for all 
the people: 11to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 12This will be 
a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger." 13And suddenly there 
was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, 
 14"Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
 and on earth peace among those whom he favors!" 
 
Wake Up!! Get Up!! Let’s Go or We will miss it !! The Year 1986. As we all pile into the van, kids and par-
ents, all with great anticipation of what we will see. Let’s drive to the darkest part of the county where no 
lights will hinder our view. It’s late, or early, depending on your point of view, but it is definitely dark on the 
deserted road in Snow Camp. We all are looking to the sky to get a glimpse of the only time we will ever see 
this event. The Event Halley’s Comet. A once in a lifetime celestial viewing! 
 
As I remember the excitement of that event many years ago, I can hardly imagine the feeling of these shep-
herds as an angel comes down from heaven to deliver a message. They were used to the night sky in dark and 
deserted places. They were not used to an angel appearing to tell them of an event that would change the 
world. Christ has arrived and” I am bringing You this Good News of great joy for all people”. 
 
Whether on a deserted road in Snow Camp or the bright lights of the city, Christ is now among us. 
 
Wake Up!! Get Up!! Let’s Go!! It’s time to Praise and Celebrate the arrival of our Messiah! 
 
P.S. And about Halley’s Comet. We are still debating as to whether we actually saw it or not. I am sure the 
Angel and Heavenly Host sent a much clearer message to the shepherds. 
 
We pray: Father thanks for making your presence known in this world thru your Son. Help us to enjoy this 
season knowing that our Messiah is among us. Amen. 
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Tuesday, December 24, 2019 
Written by Tom Macklin 

Luke 2:9-14 
 

9Then an angel of the Lord stood before them and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were ter-
rified. 10But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid; for see — I am bringing you good news of great joy for 
all the people: 11to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 12This will 
be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger." 13And suddenly there 
was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, 
 14"Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
 and on earth peace among those whom he favors!"  
 
This is the time when the shepherds saw the Christmas star, and felt the need to follow it. 
 
For most of us, this is the time when we wrap presents, have holiday parties, have family get togethers, prepare 
and eat food, and exchange gifts, among many other seasonal activities. Many families have things we routine-
ly do every Christmas. We look forward to those special activities. And maybe we’ll see friends and relatives 
we do not see at other times? 
 
This is also a time when we attend church services and gather with fellow church goers. We sing beautiful car-
ols, read the Christmas story from the Bible, and sing Christmas hymns while holding small candles in a dark-
ened church. And if we are old enough, we reflect on previous Christmases, if only to ourselves. Lots going 
on.  
 
Lots going on when the actual Christmas story unfolded. We know the story but often we miss the tension. 
Caesar Augustus, the Roman Emperor, on one side. On the other side, a self-proclaimed Son of God who de-
veloped a following of what some people thought were, if not misfits at least they were an on his throne. Ten-
sions among the different factions, moreover, made the scene appears very similar to the current Middle East. 
 
Christmas Eve brings us renewed hope for a solution to any worldly woes we carry. A new covenant appeared 
with the birth of Jesus. A loving God who wants us to love him with all our heart and soul and to love our 
neighbors as ourselves.  
 
May the peace of God be with you always! 
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Wednesday, December 25, 2019 
Written by Vicar Julie Tonnesen 

John 1:1-5 
 
1In the beginning was the Word and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2He was in the beginning 
with God. 3All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing came into being. What has 
come into being 4in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. 5The light shines in the darkness, and 
the darkness did not overcome it. 

 
I’ve always found John 1 to be one of the 
most beautiful, but also most confusing 
chapters in the bible. Every time I hear 
the familiar words that everything comes 
into being through God, I’m struck with 
awe that all life is knit together through 
our shared origin in divine creation. As 
Christians, we understand “the Word” to 
be Christ. In other words, then, our lives 
begin and end with Christ. But some-
times, I think that as American Christians 
living in the 21st century, we tend to for-
get this. I know I think of my own life 
beginning on the day that I was born, not 
necessarily with my creation through 
God in Christ. 

I learned so much from the folks I inter-
acted with in Papua New Guinea this past Fall, but one thing that has stuck with me is how New Guineans 
mark birthdays. During our time spent in a remote village, I overheard one child ask another “How much 
Christmases got you?” Though I recognized the words in this question, I didn’t understand what the child was 
saying, so I asked our translator to help me understand. She explained that in Papua New Guinea, to ask some-
one how old they are, you ask them how many Christmases they’ve experienced. In other words, birthdays 
aren’t marked based on the number of times you’ve celebrated your own birth, but by the number of times 
you’ve celebrated Christ’s birth. 

This incredibly beautiful understanding of birthdays helps me to make sense of John 1, of what it means that 
our lives begin and end with Christ. Life is a gift, just as Christ is a gift. And today we take the opportunity to 
celebrate and give thanks for “the gift that keeps on giving,” as Cousin Eddie (think National Lampoon’s 
Christmas Vacation) would say: the gift from which all other gifts come. So whether you have six or ninety-
six Christmases, as my friends in Papua New Guinea say, may you be surrounded by the gift and the light of 
Christ which no darkness can overcome. 

We pray: Creator God, we give you thanks for all good gifts, especially the gift of your son, Jesus Christ. Help 
us to remember that our lives begin and end with Christ, and that our very lives are a gift, too. We pray these 
things in the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
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