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Date Scripture Selection Author 
Sunday, November 28, 2021 Psalm 25:1-4 Yvonne White 

Monday, November 29, 2021 Luke 21:34-36 Susan Bauer 

Tuesday, November 30, 2021 Romans 10:10-13 Pastor Julie Tonnesen 

Wednesday, December 1, 2021 Luke 9:1-6 Pastor Suzanne Shoffner 

Thursday, December 2, 2021 Malachi 4:1-3 Robin Huffman 

Friday, December 3, 2021 Philippians 1:3-6 Debbie Riggs 

Saturday, December 4, 2021 Luke 3:3-6 Gail Pertschi 

Sunday, December 5, 2021 Philippians 4:4-7 Ellen Greeson 

Monday, December 6, 2021 Isaiah 40:3-5 Ruth Matkins 

Tuesday, December 7, 2021 Luke 1:68-71 Jan LaHayne 

Wednesday, December 8, 2021 Zephaniah 3:14-15 Melinda Menz 

Thursday, December 9, 2021 Hebrews 13:17-19 Dr. Mike Menz 

Friday, December 10, 2021 Jeremiah 31:33-34 Dan Voelkert 

Saturday, December 11, 2021 1 Thessalonians 5:16-22 John Gee 

Sunday, December 12, 2021 Luke 1:39-45 Julie Russell 

Monday, December 13, 2021 Isaiah 11:1-2 Sheila Gibson 

Tuesday, December 14, 2021 Ephesians 2:17-20 Gary Logan 

Wednesday, December 15, 2021 2 Peter 1:16-17 Jayne Tapia 

Thursday, December 16, 2021 Colossians 1:15-18 Karen Bass 

Friday, December 17, 2021 John 1:1-5 Connie Poovey 

Saturday, December 18, 2021 2 Thessalonians 2:13-14 Janet Meisenbach 

Sunday, December 19, 2021 Jeremiah 17:7-8 Bryan Pennington 

Monday, December 20, 2021 Luke 1:46-49 Tom Macklin 

Tuesday, December 21, 2021 Psalm 98:1-3 Inez Honeycutt 

Wednesday, December 22, 2021 Psalm 113:1-2 Frank Rhue 

Thursday, December 23, 2021 Luke 2:14-20 Charles Harris 

Friday, December 24, 2021 Titus 2:11-14 Colleen Macklin 

Saturday, December 25, 2021 Luke 2:9-14 Pastor Louise Hilbert 
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Sunday, November 28, 2021 – Psalm 25:1-4 
 

 1To you, O LORD, I lift up my soul. 
 2O my God, in you I trust; 
 do not let me be put to shame; 
 do not let my enemies exult over me. 
 3Do not let those who wait for you be put to shame; 
 let them be ashamed who are wantonly treacherous. 
 4Make me to know your ways, O LORD; 
 teach me your paths. 
 

 
 

The COVID-19 pandemic impacted all of us in many ways. For me, I missed family 
gatherings, going out to eat, going on cruises, and daily exercise at my local gym. 
Most of all I missed church and even more than that, I miss singing.  
 
The choir was blessed to have Dr. Jessica Morel lead us through virtual singing and 
to have Anthony Cancro play whatever we asked him to play. I appreciated what we 
could do, but it’s not the same. Arleen Widerman directed us from the beginning of 
August, and we sang at church for the first time, 11/7. She left us 11/17 but taught us 
one more anthem that I hope you will hear today at church. It is called “To You, O 
Lord”, composed by Thomas Keesecker. The words are from Psalm 25.  
 
The Psalmist is clearly dealing with some trying issues, much like our two years with 
COVID-19. David is concerned about his own faults and maybe even those around 
him that might be his enemies. What does he do? He gives it to God and prays for 
deliverance and forgiveness. He rejoices in the Lord who is good, merciful, and 
loving. He asks God to show him the right path. 
 
I pray for a path that frees us from our sins, frees us from COVID-19, brings freedom 
to sing without a mask, and shows us your ways, O Lord. Amen 
 
Yvonne White 
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Monday, November 29, 2021 – Luke 21:34-36 
34“Be on guard so that your hearts are not weighed down with dissipation and 
drunkenness and the worries of this life, and that day does not catch you 
unexpectedly, 35like a trap. For it will come upon all who live on the face of the whole 
earth. 36Be alert at all times, praying that you may have the strength to escape all 
these things that will take place, and to stand before the Son of Man.” 
 
 
Jesus knows that his time upon this earth is drawing to a close. He has been teaching 
his disciples about the End Times, and we might imagine them quaking with fear at 
some of the prophetic and apocalyptic images he has been painting for them. They 
know that the times in which they are living are chaotic. Misinformation, intrigue, and 
power struggles abound. The poor, the disabled, the widows, and the orphans 
struggle to find help and acceptance. And now Jesus is telling them that it will get 
worse. They have come to trust their friend, so what he’s been saying must be true. 
But what does it all mean, and what will happen to them? 
 
Perhaps we can relate. We ourselves may feel as if we are living in a world that has 
been turned upside down. We could never have imagined we would be enveloped by 
a plague that has gripped our world. Our nation seems to be trapped in a net of civil 
discord. Our warming planet is producing unprecedented floods and fires and loss of 
wildlife. How and when will this all end, and what will happen to us? 
 
If we are astute, we will recognize that this is the Good Shepherd who is speaking to 
us, not a soothsayer of doom and gloom. He does not want our hearts to be weighed 
down. He tells us to be alert. To pray. And because we are a Resurrection people, we 
know something the disciples did not know when they heard these words from their 
friend. God’s reign of love will prevail. We can confidently await his coming in glory. 
Because we know that nothing and no one will be lost, we can live with hope and 
courage, doing the work God has given us to do. 
 
Prayer:  Lord Jesus Christ, we are grateful for all the gifts you have given us. When 
we become fearful and worried, remind us that our lives are enfolded in your loving 
care. While we await your coming again, keep us alert to the ways we can manifest 
your love in the world. Amen. 
 
Susan Bauer  
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Tuesday, November 30, 2021 – Romans 10:10-13 
10For one believes with the heart and so is justified, and one confesses with the mouth 
and so is saved. 11The scripture says, "No one who believes in him will be put to 
shame." 12For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek; the same Lord is Lord of 
all and is generous to all who call on him. 13For, "Everyone who calls on the name of the 
Lord shall be saved." 

 
I think I’ve said this a billion times before, and I’m 
sure I’ll say it a billion times to come, but I get 
anxious every time I encounter Bible verses that 
talk about belief.  Though it might seem a bit odd 
for a pastor to say, the bottom line is that I know 
there are limits to my belief, or lack thereof, that 
my belief only carries me so far. 
 
The Good News for me and for all of us is that 
our salvation is not solely dependent upon our belief.  In fact, our salvation is a gift from 
God and God alone, through the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ.  To be 
certain, our lives take on a particular grace-filled flavor when we believe in this good and 
beautiful gift.  But out beliefs would mean nothing were it not for the work of Christ 
which is the very source of our belief. 
 
It also helps me to remember that the Greek word – pisteuō – which is used for believe 
(and many other passages like John 3:16) perhaps is better translated as to trust.  In 
other words, “no one who trusts in the Lord will be put to shame.”  To believe doesn’t 
mean that we have it all figured out or that we never experience doubt.  Rather, to 
believe is to trust that it is Christ’s faithfulness that saves us and not our own. 
 
Now that’s something that this highly anxious, occasional doubter, and chronic skeptic 
can get behind.  The faithfulness of God Incarnate – Emmanuel – who was, and is, and 
is to come, is something that I can rejoice in!  So, I invite you to join me in raising a 
hallelujah and AMEN! 
 
God of us all, you offer us all salvation through the gift of your Son without distinction.  
When believing in this Good News is hard to do, help us to trust that you are faithful, 
and good, and true.  As we await both the birth of the baby in the manger, and the 
return of your Son, receive our songs of rejoicing for all of the good gifts you give us.  
For it’s in Christ’s holy name that we pray.  Amen. 
 
Pastor Julie Tonnesen 
 
 
 
 



Macedonia Evangelical Lutheran Church 
2021 Advent Devotional Scripture Selections 

“Rejoice in the Lord” 
 
 

Wednesday, December 1, 2021 – Luke 9:1-6 
1Then Jesus called the twelve together and gave them power and authority over all 
demons and to cure diseases, 2and he sent them out to proclaim the kingdom of God 
and to heal. 3He said to them, "Take nothing for your journey, no staff, nor bag, nor 
bread, nor money — not even an extra tunic. 4Whatever house you enter, stay there, 
and leave from there. 5Wherever they do not welcome you, as you are leaving that town 
shake the dust off your feet as a testimony against them." 6They departed and went 
through the villages, bringing the good news and curing diseases everywhere. 
 
It is certainly daunting to think about being called by God!  In the above passage, that’s 
exactly what is happening.  Jesus assembled his disciples, gave them  
power and authority to drive out demons, cure diseases and even to proclaim the 
kingdom of God in all the villages where he was sending them. 
 
You and I are also being called by God to do those same wonderfully powerful 
things.  What? Really?  How can this be?  It is true because now we are equipped with 
God’s love to go into our world, our neighborhoods and our families with the joy we 
have which can make a difference in the lives of people we are around.  We have a 
contagious love which is meant to be shared.  Forty some years ago a woman here at 
Macedonia named Evelyn Apple came to Sally Sloop and me and asked us to gather 
people with special needs to form a choir.  That’s what we did.   The choir named itself 
“The Celebration Singers.”  It was such a joyful task which I stayed with for twenty-two 
years and led to untold blessings for its members and leaders.   
 
Frederick Buechner has said, “The place God calls you to is the place where your 
greatest joy meets the world’s greatest need.”    Yes, the world needs music.   The 
world needs good listeners.  The world needs people who will deliver meals to the 
homebound.   The world needs people who will share talent, energy and resources with 
others.  God is calling us to share the joy we have with those who need it. 
 

WE WORSHIP WITH OUR LIVES 
 

Pastor Suzanne Shoffner 
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Thursday, December 2, 2021 – Malachi 4:1-3 
1 See, the day is coming, burning like an oven, when all the arrogant and all evildoers 
will be stubble; the day that comes shall burn them up, says the LORD of hosts, so that 
it will leave them neither root nor branch. 2But for you who revere my name the sun of 
righteousness shall rise, with healing in its wings. You shall go out leaping like calves 
from the stall. 3And you shall tread down the wicked, for they will be ashes under the 
soles of your feet, on the day when I act, says the LORD of hosts. 
 
I have to admit that I had trouble getting my head around this scripture from Malachi, 
particularly in relation to the theme of this year’s Advent Devotional— “Rejoice in the 
Lord”.  There is talk of the arrogant and evildoers being burnt to a crisp, like stubble in a 
field that farmers burn to get rid of weeds and pests. And the heat of the fire is so hot 
that there is no bit of life left in the root or branch. Such “rejoiceful” language. 
But I am thinking about the context.  These words start the very last chapter of the very 
last book of the Old Testament.  This is the chapter that “closes the book” on the Old 
Testament.  In my Grandma Byrd’s 1880 Bible, this chapter is subtitled “God’s judgment 
on the wicked.”  
 
Although I am sure my thoughts are not theologically correct, I still sometimes see 
things from the perspective of the judgmental “Old Testament” God, versus the grace- 
and life-giving New Testament God. So perhaps it is fitting, after all, that Malachi, with 
its harsh treatment of evildoers, is part of our Advent devotions.  We have just finished 
the end of our liturgical year. Advent begins our new year. And despite its doom and 
gloom, these verses do point to a new day, new life, just as we begin a new church 
year.   
 
For the sun of righteousness (or is that the son?) will rise with healing for those who 
revere God’s name. And the exuberance of this new day will make them like young 
calves being released from their pens.  Can’t you just imagine them?  Calves leaping, 
kicking up their heels and frolicking in the green pastures waiting for them! What 
unfettered joy! 
 
So, let us not so much focus on those who will be ashes under our soles, but on the joy 
we get to embrace in our souls because we revere our God, who comes to us this 
season in the form of an poor, homeless infant.   
 
Dear God, we thank you for the gift of your “son 
of righteousness” who brings us healing and joy. 
We acknowledge this advent season as a new 
beginning—not only for a new year, but a new 
opportunity to focus on, revere, and rejoice in 
you.   Amen. 
 
Robin Huffman 
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Friday, December 3, 2021 – Philippians 1:3-6 
3I thank my God every time I remember you, 4constantly praying with joy in every one of 
my prayers for all of you, 5because of your sharing in the gospel from the first day until 
now. 6I am confident of this, that the one who began a good work among you will bring it 
to completion by the day of Jesus Christ. 
 
Wow, the last 20 months have brought a lot of changes to our lives. But if we stop and 
think what didn’t change? PRAYER! Some could say our prayer life did change. That 
would be true, It could be that you started praying, or just were praying more. Either 
way, Prayer became an important part of our day. Yes, I think we changed the way we 
were praying we started praying more like Paul. Praying for each other in a joyful heart 
way. Sharing with God our love for one another. That somehow it was one way we 
could be closer to God and each other. For me knowing my Macedonia family was 
praying for me, and me praying for them, helped me to survive. I may be going out on a 
limb here, but all those prayers started something in all of us. A renewed love of Christ 
and in each other. Forming a bond that through him we will make it. So, this advent 
season take a few minutes and rejoice in the friendships you have at Macedonia. Look 
for the joy you can pass along.  
 
Father, Thank you. For giving us the power of Prayer. Help us to continue to pray for 
one another. Help us to remember the reason of the season. The birth of your Son. The 
joy of loving one another.  Amen. 
 
Debbie Riggs 
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Saturday, December 4, 2021 – Luke 3:3-6 
3He went into all the region around the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for 
the forgiveness of sins, 4as it is written in the book of the words of the prophet Isaiah, 
 "The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 
 'Prepare the way of the Lord, 
 make his paths straight. 
 5Every valley shall be filled,  
 and every mountain and hill shall be made low,  
 and the crooked shall be made straight, 
 and the rough ways made smooth; 
 6and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.'" 
 

Get Ready Company’s Coming! 
 
Clean the house, prepare the guest room, do the laundry, mow the lawn, sweep the 
porch and what about the food?  Buy the food, prepare the food, cook and serve the 
food.  So much to do. Will we be prepared in time?  Will our guest feel welcome and 
know we are so glad to see him?  Sounds very familiar especially during Christmas 
time. Was this what John the Baptist was saying? 
 
Luke 3:4-6 came from Isaiah 40.  John is talking about preparing for the king, the 
Messiah, the Christ, the Son of God.  The people of the day understood about the large-
scale preparations needed in the city and surrounding area to receive a king, even to 
making roads smoother, flattening high spots and areas and filling in holes. 
 
John is out in the wilderness preaching about a whole new type of preparation.  One of 
the things that stand out is that God did not call someone of high religious or political 
position to speak on his behalf. He called someone that was living in the dessert and 
dressing in animal hides.   What does prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths 
straight, mountains made low, crooked being made straight and rough ways made 
smooth have to do with us?  We have city/state workers who take care of our roads and 
wooded areas.   
 
John’s words ring as true to each of us today as they did in his day.  Is my life in order 
for the Messiah? Have I looked into the corners of my mind and heart to see where I 
might need to straighten things up?  Does the way I live and act towards others reflect 
God’s love, or do I need to clean up may act, to repent?  Repentance is a complete 
turning away from sin and turning back to God. 
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Advent reminds us to prepare our lives for the coming of God’s son again. Thank God 
that in Jesus Christ’s birth, life, death, and resurrection we are loved unconditionally, 
forgiven, and promised eternal life!   
 
Prayer:  Lord God, we give you thanks and praise as we prepare for the gift of your 
son, Jesus Christ. Help us to prepare our lives to reflect your love and to be your lights 
in the world. Let us boldly proclaim Jesus Christ, your gift to a hungering world in all that 
we say and do.   Amen. 
 
Gail Pertschi 
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Sunday, December 5, 2021 – Philippians 4:4-7 
4Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. 5Let your gentleness be known to 
everyone. The Lord is near. 6Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer 
and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. 7And the 
peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your 
minds in Christ Jesus.  
 
 
This is a favorite passage of so many people! A little context makes this passage read 
differently to me. Paul was writing Philippians which is a letter to the church in Philippi 
when he was imprisoned in Rome. The purpose was to thank the people of Philippi for a 
gift they had sent him during his imprisonment, give them an update and encourage 
them. Paul urges them to rejoice in all circumstances and emulate Christ in his 
consideration of others. He then goes on to remind the Philippians and us that the 
kingdom of God is near. He advises the reader to let go of self-centered, 
counterproductive worry and replace this anxiety with thankful prayer, laying our 
requests before God. Then he writes the verse that so many of us have stored in our 
heads, “7And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your 
hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.” 
 
It’s a beautifully simple piece of advice. “6Do not worry about anything, but in everything 
by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God.”  
Done and done, right? How is it then that we continue to be filled with anxiety, worry, 
agitation? Maybe you are a little like me: truly a work in progress! I just don’t have it all 
mastered yet and often feel like I need more continuing education hours in this area. 
Recently I came across a suggestion that really caught my attention. One way to rejoice 
more and worry less is to focus on thankfulness. The suggestion was to retrain your 
brain by listing all of the things both large and small for which you are thankful. It is a 
daily exercise. The idea is that we will find ourselves looking for blessings and things to 
put on the list which brings an awareness of what is positive in our lives.  
 
Our mindset serves as a frame of reference for our 
outlook on life and therefore our behavior. Paul lists 
in verse 8 things to focus our minds on: “8 Finally, 
brothers and sisters, whatever is true, whatever is 
noble, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever 
is lovely, whatever is admirable—if anything is 
excellent or praiseworthy—think about such things.” 
Rejoice in the Lord always! 
 
Ellen Greeson  
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Monday, December 6, 2021 – Isaiah 40:3-5 
 
3A voice cries out: 
 "In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD, 
 make straight in the desert a highway for our God. 
 4Every valley shall be lifted up, 
 and every mountain and hill be made low; 
 the uneven ground shall become level, 
 and the rough places a plain. 
 5Then the glory of the LORD shall be revealed, 
 and all people shall see it together, 
 for the mouth of the LORD has spoken." 
 
 
As a young girl growing up at First Lutheran Church in Tulsa, Oklahoma, I have vivid 
memories of these words being sung.  Every year, our congregation of maybe 200 souls 
would present George Frideric Handel’s oratorio, The Messiah, complete with a small 
orchestra of congregants and community members. We were blessed with a gifted 
organist, a skilled director, and exceptionally talented singers in the choir.  Together, 
with a few additions from the local music community, First Lutheran became known for 
its presentation each year.  (It didn’t hurt to have this treasured music being 
broadcasted by the local NBC radio station, courtesy of a church member, who was an 
executive at the station.)  And, so this continued to be part of the pre-Christmas 
traditions in Tulsa. 
 
My younger sister and I remember sitting on the back pew in the darkened, candlelit 
nave, and hearing a rustling behind us. We saw a man wearing Biblical attire, waiting for 
his cue while the orchestra played the opening overture.  “Comfort ye,” his tenor voice 
rang out.  “Comfort ye my people…” he continued on.  A little later, he sang. ”The voice 
of him that crieth in the wilderness.  Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make straight in the 
desert a highway for our God.”  Then, the music would swell as organ and orchestra 
began the marvelous tenor air ingrained in my memory.  A very difficult piece for soloist 
and musicians alike, with all of its runs and trills, he would sing “Every valley, every 
valley shall be exalted…..and ev’ry mountain and hill made low; the crooked straight, 
and the rough places plain.”  These words continued, over and over again, with the 
melody going high and low.  It was enchanting to two little girls. 
 
Years later, while working in Hickory, I enjoyed singing with the Hickory oratorical 
society for a while.  (I think the chance to sing again under Professor Kenneth Lee, 
director of the Lenoir-Rhyne College a cappella choir, was the draw.)  Here I was able 
to participate in actually singing in the wonderful choruses of The Messiah.   Again, 
these words from the two tenor solos at the beginning of this treasured music rang out 
from behind me, as a local Lutheran pastor sang in his crystal-clear tenor voice.  I still 
can hear him singing whenever I read or hear these words. 
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Perhaps as you prepare for the coming of the Christ Child in your home this year, you 
can listen to parts of The Messiah that resonate in your heart and mind.  And, when 
you hear the tenor soloist sing “Comfort ye…” and “Every valley shall be exalted…”, you 
will remember this passage in Isaiah that you read today. 
 
May you share the beauty of Advent with others this year. 
 
Ruth Matkins 
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Tuesday, December 7, 2021 – Luke 1:68-71 
68"Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, 
 for he has looked favorably on his people and redeemed them. 
 69He has raised up a mighty savior for us 
 in the house of his servant David, 
 70as he spoke through the mouth of his holy prophets from of old, 
 71that we would be saved from our enemies and from the hand of all who hate us. 
 
 
 
As I pondered these verses, I thought about all the promises I have made. 
 
I’ve tried to keep a promise if I made it, but sometimes circumstances change and 
sometimes we make a promise knowing that we probably can’t keep it-----like let’s keep 
in touch after this reunion, or we’ll email each other frequently after the wedding, or I 
promise we’ll go to Disneyworld next year…..and on and on.  Our intentions are good, 
but sometimes we just get too busy, become less interested, or other events interfere in 
our lives that catapult us into emergencies like covid, or illness, or the many other 
unanticipated distractions that make the promises we had made mute. 
 
As we look forward to the promise of a Savior coming to us throughout Advent, how 
blessed we are that our Father is better at keeping promises than we are.  
 
In these verses from Luke, we are assured that our God has looked on us with favor, 
and made a promise through the prophesies of the prophets of old that He guarantees a 
mighty Savior will be sent to us.  The prophets told us of that promise centuries before 
our Savior was born, and now we anticipate the delivery of that promise again as we 
await the celebration of our Savior’s birth coming to us soon.  
 
We are confident that a mighty Savior has been guaranteed to come to us, and we 
know that that Savior will hold us in the palm of his hand, bring us forgiveness and 
comfort, and will continue to guide us when we stumble or make a promise that we just 
can’t keep. 
 
We pray and thank you our God and 
Father for the mighty Savior you have 
sent us who redeems and blesses us 
and for your unfailing promise to 
deliver that Redeemer.  Amen. 
 
Jan LaHayne 
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Wednesday, December 8, 2021 – Zephaniah 3:14-15 
14Sing aloud, O daughter Zion; 
 shout, O Israel! 
 Rejoice and exult with all your heart, 
 O daughter Jerusalem! 
 15The LORD has taken away the judgments against you, 
 he has turned away your enemies. 
 The king of Israel, the LORD, is in your midst; 
 you shall fear disaster no more. 
 
The first two chapters of Zephaniah talk about God’s wrath and judgement.  However, it 
is important to keep in mind that this is not how the story ends.  Halfway through the 
third chapter, where the verses for this devotional are from, we hear words full of 
promise, hope and joy.  The chapter goes on to describe a world where God is the ruler 
here on earth and is singing to us.  Each Sunday we pray “The Lord’s Prayer” and we 
ask that “Thy kingdom come.”  When we say these words, we are anticipating the time 
when God will reign here on earth just as these verses describe.     
 
There is a quote from the movie The Best Exotic Marigold Hotel that says “Everything 
will be all right in the end and if it is not all right then it is not the end yet.”  I think this 
quote reminds us that we currently live in a world that is described in the first two 
chapters of Zephaniah because there is greed, war and idolatry.  However, we are not 
at the end.  In the end, the only thing that will exist is the Lord’s way.  When Jesus 
returns, it will be alright.  In the meantime, let us try to be faithful so that we continue the 
process of transforming the world so that it becomes more like heaven each day. 
 
Melinda Menz 
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Thursday, December 9, 2021 – Hebrews 13:17-19 
17Obey your leaders and submit to them, for they are keeping watch over your souls and 
will give an account. Let them do this with joy and not with sighing — for that would be 
harmful to you. 
18Pray for us; we are sure that we have a clear conscience, desiring to act honorably in 
all things. 19I urge you all the more to do this, so that I may be restored to you very 
soon. 
 
 
In The Year of Living Biblically, AJ Jacobs tries to live by all the laws in Leviticus.  He 
asks a man who will check for clothes and makes sure linen is not mixed with wool, 
Why?  Why follow all these laws?  “Because G-d told us to” is the answer. 
 
Submit?  Obey? 
 
IN 2021 America, the idea of submission to leaders seems ridiculous.  We are rebels. 
As Lutherans we are ready to stand up and shout, “Here I stand, I can do no other!“  
Even if it is just a request for something other than deviled eggs at the church luncheon. 
 
We are told to obey our leaders in godly things.  We are told to pray for them, because 
they are fallible and need our prayers to fulfill their duty to lead.  They will be held to 
account.  That is what the Letter to Hebrews is telling us. 
 
Our leaders are Christ’s representatives on earth and when we obey we are obeying the 
Lord. 
 
Let us obey and pray for our church leaders as God has asked. 
 
Mike Menz 
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Friday, December 10, 2021 – Jeremiah 31:33-34 
33But this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, says 
the LORD: I will put my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts; and I will be 
their God, and they shall be my people. 34No longer shall they teach one another, or say 
to each other, "Know the LORD," for they shall all know me, from the least of them to 
the greatest, says the LORD; for I will forgive their iniquity, and remember their sin no 
more. 
 

Already But Not Yet 
 
The title for this devotion is a theological term used to describe an important aspect of 
the Kingdom of God.  Jesus stated he was sent here to bring about the Kingdom of 
God. Well, he has returned to His Father, so where is the Kingdom of God? That is 
where this description of “already but not yet” comes in.   
 
The text today from Jeremiah points to the day when all people will know God.  When 
God’s law will be written in their hearts. But look at the world around us.  This time is 
obviously not here yet.  While there is much that is good in God’s creation, we can 
readily see that not everyone knows God, that God’s law is not written in our hearts. We 
do horrible things, collectively and individually, to each other. So this picture of God’s 
kingdom is not yet realized. 
 
But wait.  What about the last sentence of the text? “For I will forgive their iniquity and I 
will remember their sin no more.”  Isn’t that what Jesus accomplished on the cross?  
Isn’t that the promise of the empty tomb? So the centerpiece of God’s Kingdom upon 
which all the other promises are based, has already been established. Christ died once 
for all.  We can’t close the gap between ourselves and God.  He doesn’t meet us 
halfway.  He repairs his Kingdom with the gift of His Son. And there the Kingdom of God 
begins to break through. 
 
And that is where the “already but not yet” aspect comes in.  God, in Christ, has indeed 
granted us forgiveness of sins—once and for all.  With that forgiveness comes the 
freedom to live as truly human according to God’s law.  His law is not to be seen as a 
series of prohibitions but  as a guide to living fully and sharing God’s love.  
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“Already but not yet” is appropriate for Advent.  We look back in thanksgiving to what 
God has already accomplished in Christ.  We also look to the future when all God’s 
promises—his New Kingdom—will be established.  Then God’s Law will be written in all 
our hearts. No longer will we teach one another to know the Lord. But until then, one of 
the most Kingdomlike things we can do is to teach each other about the Lord, to share 
the Good News in Christ in word and deed. 
 
We pray: Heavenly Father, we long for your Kingdom, we pray for it in the prayer Your 
Son taught us. Let your love shine through us in our words and deeds so that we may 
briefly glimpse your Kingdom until you fully establish it among us.  In Jesus’ name we 
pray. Amen. 
 
Dan Voelkert 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 



Macedonia Evangelical Lutheran Church 
2021 Advent Devotional Scripture Selections 

“Rejoice in the Lord” 
 

Saturday, December 11, 2021–1 Thessalonians 5:16-22 
16Rejoice always, 17pray without ceasing, 18give thanks in all circumstances; for this is 
the will of God in Christ Jesus for you. 19Do not quench the Spirit. 20Do not despise the 
words of prophets, 21but test everything; hold fast to what is good; 22abstain from every 
form of evil. 
 

PAUL KNEW 
 

“If I had only known.” I had a friend, recently retired, who had always wanted to buy a 
sail boat and sail up and down the East Coast. He had some experience with sailing, 
but not in such a large endeavor. He found a used boat, that appeared to be in good 
condition, but, like so many things in life, it suddenly required much attention. After 
many months of repairs, replaced parts, unavailable parts, etc., his dream is still in 
DRYDOCK. His response “If I had only known. I would have done something different.” 
How many times have you said to yourself, ”if I had only known,” how much work that 
entailed, how much planning that involved, how much money that cost. If I had only 
known in advance. 
 
Life doesn’t always bring us what we want or expect. Jesus’s disciples were probably 
among this group of followers who thought they were on a journey of earthly fortune and 
fame when they were recruited by Jesus. They didn’t see the big picture till after Jesus’s 
death and resurrection. But Paul KNEW. 

 
Paul knew that John the Baptist had been beheaded. Paul knew that Jesus had been 
crucified. Paul knew that Stephen had been stoned to death. Paul knew that there was 
an earthly price to pay for being a Christian. But Paul still continued to spread Jesus’s 
message, because he knew of Christ Resurrection, and His promise of eternal life. 
Paul’s message was to Rejoice and Pray constantly. Just because Jesus had not come 
back yet, he wanted the Thessalonians to know that they would not be left out of his 
Kingdom when he reappeared. 

 
What we know is what PAUL KNEW. Paul knew that life on this earth was not going to 
be easy. But he also knew that Christ died for our sins and because of his death and 
resurrection, we will have eternal life. We can and should REJOICE! 

 
Prayer: Dear Father, thank you for all you have given us. Please be with us in this 
Advent Season as we prepare to rejoice at your 
Son’s birth. Amen.     
 
John Gee    



Macedonia Evangelical Lutheran Church 
2021 Advent Devotional Scripture Selections 

“Rejoice in the Lord” 
 

Sunday, December 12, 2021 – Luke 1:39-45 
39In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill country, 
40where she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. 41When Elizabeth 
heard Mary's greeting, the child leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the 
Holy Spirit 42and exclaimed with a loud cry, "Blessed are you among women, and 
blessed is the fruit of your womb. 43And why has this happened to me, that the mother 
of my Lord comes to me? 44For as soon as I heard the sound of your greeting, the child 
in my womb leaped for joy. 45And blessed is she who believed that there would be a 
fulfillment of what was spoken to her by the Lord." 
 
 
A young teenager (fresh from an angelic meeting in which she was told that she would 
bear the child who would save the world) goes to visit an older relative, who also 
happens to be carrying a child of miraculous origin. Mary is an unmarried virgin, and 
Elizabeth is a barren woman way past her child-bearing years.  Both find themselves in 
unusual circumstances while in “the family way.” 
 
With apologies to those who have not yet or will never carry a baby inside their bodies, 
those who have must agree that the experience is quite strange and miraculous even 
without a visit from an angel.  That first flutter (that could easily be mistaken for 
something else…) grows into something a bit more definite:  there is another person in 
there!  While we anxiously wait to meet them, we feel that alien sensation of rolling and 
stretching and kicking.  We infer personality traits (“this one’s a fighter!”), we assume 
physical abilities (“we’ve got a soccer player here!”), we dream about who they will look 
like (“I sure hope she has your nose!”).  Have any of us felt our baby move and said, 
“You’ll never believe it, but I think he just jumped for joy?” 
 
How special it must have been, when a scared, young, unwed mother was greeted this 
way by her relative!  When the Holy Spirit came upon Elizabeth, she knew and 
understood the blessing that Mary was carrying, and her own baby jumped for joy. This 
was Mary’s first encounter with actual joy since her visit from Gabriel.  She had 
believed, she had accepted the responsibility, and she had quietly shouldered the 
blessing given to her.  But, it wasn’t until an unborn baby jumped for joy that she was 
able to sing her beautiful song! God knew exactly what she needed in that moment, and 
he gave it to her:  Joy! 
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In Advent, we also are waiting for the arrival of a miraculous child!  We already know his 
personality traits, and his physical abilities, we know what he was when he grew up, and 
we know that his birth, life, death, and resurrection changed everything for us!  Jump for 
joy! 
 
Lord Jesus, thank you for bringing us joy!  Help us to share that joy with those around 
us during this Advent season. In your name, Amen. 
 
Julie Russell 
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Monday, December 13, 2021 – Isaiah 11:1-2 
1A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, 
 and a branch shall grow out of his roots. 
 2The spirit of the LORD shall rest on him, 
 the spirit of wisdom and understanding, 
 the spirit of counsel and might, 
 the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD. 
 
 
In these verses the prophet Isaiah foretells the coming of the long-awaited Messiah 
from the line of Jesse, who was the father of David, one of Israel’s greatest kings, to 
whom God promised a descendent that would establish a new kingdom.  In tracing 
lineage even further back than Jesse, it is noted in Matthew 1:1-16, that Jesus’ lineage 
can be traced all the way back to Abraham and that there were 14 generations between 
Abraham to David, 14 generations from David to the exile to Babylon and 14 
generations from the exile to the Messiah.  So from those significant “roots” of faithful 
and chosen servants of the Lord, from the “stump” of a nation that had been overrun by 
conquerors and whose people had been dispersed from their generational lands, a 
“branch” will sprout and grow to usher in the new kingdom, bringing forth new life.  
 
This “branch”, which represents the eventual coming of Jesus the Messiah, will be 
favored by the Lord: 
 

• He will possess the Spirit of the Lord, living in the fullness of life and bringing life 
to all nations and peoples. 

• He will possess the Spirit of wisdom and understanding, being perfectly wise in 
all things and completely understanding us and sympathetic to all people and all 
of their shortcomings, idiosyncrasies, and sins. 

• He will possess the Spirit of counsel and might, being able to listen to us and to 
provide guidance to us.  He also will have the power to help us when no one else 
may be able to. 

• He will possess the Spirit of knowledge and fear of the Lord – he knows all the 
facts, including what is in our hearts and uses that knowledge to help us. He 
does so in complete respect and with all honor given to God the Father (fear of 
the Lord). 
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Isaiah’s prophecy speaks to the coming of the one who will exhibit and live the 
characteristics listed above. We know that Jesus fulfilled this prophecy.  He allowed the 
Spirit of the Lord, which encompasses all of the above, to fill his entire being and be 
evident in his every act during his ministry.  He was the vessel that God used to 
reconcile his people back to Him.  With this knowledge, how can we not Rejoice in the 
Lord? 
 
Heavenly Father, we thank you for the words of hope that Isaiah prophesized to your 
people and that you fulfilled in your son, Jesus.  Help us to rejoice in these words and to 
emulate the nature of Jesus, who was filled with the Spirit of the Lord.  Amen. 
 
Sheila Gibson 
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Tuesday, December 14, 2021 – Ephesians 2:17-20 
17So he came and proclaimed peace to you who were far off and peace to those who 
were near; 18for through him both of us have access in one Spirit to the Father. 19So 
then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are citizens with the saints and 
also members of the household of God, 20built upon the foundation of the apostles and 
prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the cornerstone. 
 
 
The older I get the more I cherish childhood memories. Advent/Christmas season was 
always a special time for us. We lived with our grandparents and great grandmother. 
And great-grandma had 9 kids, most who showed up for church on Christmas Eve and 
then came to the house on Christmas Day for a great feast. 
 
For me the Advent season was the “quiet” season. Even with the anticipation of 
Christmas morning, Advent was a quiet time.  Mid-week Advent services were a time 
when the whole family piled into the car for the service. Then I often went back to 
church with great-grandmother for the German version: Same hymns and service but in 
a different language and an even quieter tone. 
 
Christmas Eve my sister and I were hustled off to bed after worship while mom and 
grandma took care of wrapping gifts and putting them around the tree. It is in this quiet 
time while laying in bed that the peace of Advent and the anticipation of Christmas really 
came for me.  I remember looking out the window from the top of my bunk bed.  The 
lawn next door stretched out a snow covered wonderland.(This was Buffalo, NY)  I tried 
to stay awake for Santa, but never quite managed it.  
 
It was in the quiet of a Christmas Eve night that I 
experienced the Lord’s peace most completely.  “So he 
came and proclaimed peace to you who were far off 
and peace to those who are near.”  In the quiet mood of 
Advent, the peace of Christ is ours. “So then you are no 
longer strangers and aliens, but you are citizens with 
the saints and also members of the household 0f God;” 
 
Peace, my friends. 
 
Gary Logan  
 
 
 
 
  



Macedonia Evangelical Lutheran Church 
2021 Advent Devotional Scripture Selections 

“Rejoice in the Lord” 
 

Wednesday, December 15, 2021 – 2 Peter 1:16-17 
16For we did not follow cleverly devised myths when we made known to you the power 
and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we had been eyewitnesses of his majesty. 
17For he received honor and glory from God the Father when that voice was conveyed 
to him by the Majestic Glory, saying, "This is my Son, my Beloved, with whom I am well 
pleased." 
 
 
 
I love knowing that Jesus was God's helper while he was still on earth and now he is in 
heaven with God. 
 
I thank him every day for his miracle, love, and glory and for his sacrifice to save us 
from our sins. 
 
I also tell him every day that I want to be a good disciple here and I pray to him every 
day. 
 
Jayne Tapia 
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Thursday, December 16, 2021 – Colossians 1:15-18 

15He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation; 16for in him all things 
in heaven and on earth were created, things visible and invisible, whether thrones or 
dominions or rulers or powers — all things have been created through him and for him. 
17He himself is before all things, and in him all things hold together. 18He is the head of 
the body, the church; he is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, so that he might 
come to have first place in everything.  
 
 

1:15 Who is the image of the invisible God, the 
firstborn of every creature: (Genesis 1:26-27, 
Revelation 1:8, Revelation 1:12-17) KJV 

 

 

 

1:18 And he is the head of the body, the church: 
who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead; 
that in all things he might have the preeminence. 

 
 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 
 
Karen Bass 
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Friday, December 17, 2021 – John 1:1-5 

1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 
2He was in the beginning with God. 3All things came into being through him, and without 
him not one thing came into being. What has come into being 4in him was life, and the 
life was the light of all people. 5The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did 
not overcome it. 
 
 
It has certainly seemed dark lately – the news; restrictions still on us due to COVID; 
divisions in our country; illness, injuries and death of friends and family.  At times it can 
seem overwhelming.  To be perfectly honest, I dread listening to the news and have 
stopped logging onto Facebook, because it seems to be so full of bad news and conflict.  
I miss so many things we were able to do in the past that are still on hold… church 
meals, full pews at church, our annual HESED retreats (for adults with intellectual 
disabilities)… and so much more.  Thankfully many of those things are slowly starting to 
come back, but it’s likely that we’ll be living under this COVID cloud for the foreseeable 
future. 
 
But the good news of Advent is just what John tells us in this passage: “The light shines 
in the darkness and the darkness did not overcome it!”  Thanks be to God that even 
though Jesus experienced all the darkness, even death itself, His light was not 
overcome and he now dwells in us as God’s Spirit!  So even though it seems dark right 
now, we know the end of the story: God is in control and will ultimately win the battle. 
I pray that you will experience Jesus’ light during this Advent season, and will share that 
light with others!  “This little light of mine – I’m gonna let it shine!” 
 
Prayer: Jesus, Light of the World, as we go 
through this Advent season, help us to not 
fear the darkness but remember that You 
brought light into the world, and you call us 
to share that light today.  Encourage us to 
be the light for others, in our church, in our 
families, and in our community. Amen 
 
Connie Poovey 
 
  



Macedonia Evangelical Lutheran Church 
2021 Advent Devotional Scripture Selections 

“Rejoice in the Lord” 
 

Saturday, December 18, 2021–2 Thessalonians 2:13-14 

13But we must always give thanks to God for you, brothers and sisters beloved by the 
Lord, because God chose you as the first fruits for salvation through sanctification by 
the Spirit and through belief in the truth. 14For this purpose he called you through our 
proclamation of the good news, so that you may obtain the glory of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. 
 
 
Quickly reading through these two verses, I hear just words. I'm tempted to move on, 
looking for something that makes sense to me. 
 
Today let's unpack these barely familiar words in an attempt to find meaning here. 

 
Beloved is a word more intense than "loved". 
First Fruits indicates the beginning of something ongoing. 
Salvation is the result of being saved from the consequences of sin. 
Sanctification is the act of being made holy. 
Holy describes something set aside for God. 
Proclamation is an announcement. 
Glory describes something that shows God's power. 
 

Substituting the vocabulary is still tedious.  Yet, the Holy Spirit now helps me see in 
these verses that  

Paul is happy that people who learned about God from him are able to see God 
at work in their own lives. 
You and I can also help others see God at work in their lives.  
 

Now, what does the Holy Spirit show you in today's verses? 
 
Janet Meisenbach 
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Sunday, December 19, 2021 – Jeremiah 17:7-8 

7Blessed are those who trust in the LORD, 
 whose trust is the LORD. 
 8They shall be like a tree planted by water, 
 sending out its roots by the stream. 
 It shall not fear when heat comes, 
 and its leaves shall stay green; 
 in the year of drought it is not anxious, 
 and it does not cease to bear fruit. 
 
 
God provides everything and this beautiful scripture says just that. When you think of 
the writer using the tree as the example its easy to look at life and give thanks for all 
God has done. As the tree is planted close to water as a constant source for life, God 
is that source of life, providing constant care for humanity. We have no need to be 
anxious or fearful, God takes care of all. We're provided for, and like the tree we can 
extend our roots, our show of faith in the Creator to do his will during our time on earth. 
We can bear the fruit God wants. As the scripture says we can and ought to always 
trust in the Lord. Now, at this time of year we see the greatest fruit and gift provided for 
our earthly and ongoing life in Christ. We can rejoice in God's gift that keeps on 
giving.....Christ Jesus.   
 
Merry Christmas! 
 
Bryan Pennington 
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Monday, December 20, 2021 – Luke 1:46-49 

46And Mary said, 
 "My soul magnifies the Lord, 
 47and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 
 48for he has looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant. 
 Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed; 
 49for the Mighty One has done great things for me, 
 and holy is his name. 
 
 
This Song of Mary, as the passage is sometimes called, actually continues through 
verse 56. Mary’s response to the loving action of God is to give praise and thanks. Mary 
sings in praise of God her Savior. Mary acknowledges that she is poor and lowly, but 
that she has been blessed because great things have happened in her life. She realized 
the source of these gifts. Sometimes we call these realizations, “counting our 
blessings.” When we are thankful for our blessings, that is we have gratitude, we live 
with greater peace, and greater serenity. Our contentedness increases. This state is not 
always easy to attain. We have to work at it.  
 
Personally, I know that peace and serenity can be fleeting. Humans are often easily 
distracted. My way of prepping myself against these distractions is to try to read daily 
meditations, participate in book discussions, attend church services, participate in 
church activities, pray and in general simply keep busy. Life certainly can be 
challenging, and we have to work at it. Pope Francis says to have joy in our hearts we 
need to pray. 
 
One of the other main points of this passage is to appreciate the gift of salvation, we 
should appreciate our sin from which we are saved, trying to do better in the future. For 
us to appreciate the gift of salvation we have to appreciate the sin from which we are 
saved. 
 
Lord, give me Mary’s confidence and generosity of spirit. I ask that I not just listen to 
your voice, but also to do your will, and to do it joyfully. Amen.  
 
Tom Macklin 
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Tuesday, December 21, 2021 – Psalm 98:1-3 

 1O sing to the LORD a new song, 
 for he has done marvelous things. 
 His right hand and his holy arm 
 have gotten him victory. 
 2The LORD has made known his victory; 
 he has revealed his vindication in the sight of the nations. 
 3He has remembered his steadfast love and faithfulness 
 to the house of Israel. 
 All the ends of the earth have seen 
 the victory of our God. 
 
 
Psalm 98 is a song of joyful praise of God’s marvelous works and of God’s victory over 
evil and sin. 
 
From the beginning of time, we see the wondrous saving grace of God, such as 
providing bountiful Eden for Adam and Eve; blessing Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob; 
parting the Red Sea; supplying quail and manna in the desert; defeating the Israelites’ 
enemies; and many more things of wonder.  Our sovereign God alone performed these 
works to vindicate His chosen people.  And the people responded with gratitude by 
rejoicing with songs.  For example, Exodus tells us that after crossing the Red Sea, 
Moses and the whole Israelite community sang to exalt God for his victory over 
Pharoah’s army, and Miriam and the women sang and danced with tambourines. 
(Exodus 16)  Even King David, upon bringing the Ark into Jerusalem, rejoiced by 
singing and dancing with shouts and trumpets.  (2Sam. 6:14-15)  Individuals and groups 
praised God by singing and rejoicing for his spectacular works.  Rejoicing means having 
a high degree of joy, exultation, often with instruments and animation. 
 
In the New Testament, God keeps his Covenant promises, and prophecies are fulfilled 
in God’s Son, Jesus. (John 3:16)  The greatest event in history is certainly a reason to 
rejoice.  Jesus’s virgin birth is a wonder, a miracle, and Mary glorified God in her song, 
“The Magnificat.” (Luke 1:46-55)  Jesus is the long-awaited Messiah; the Christ Child; 
Emmanuel-God With Us; Savior.  A host of angels praised His birth singing “Glory to 
God in the Highest,” “The Gloria in Excelsis Deo.”  (Luke 2:13-14)  This humble baby 
would grow up to save the world from sin, misery, evil, and spiritual death.  He brings 
victory, peace, and hope to all.  He is our Savior.  Jesus is our salvation. 
 
News of Jesus’s ministry and teachings and miraculous works of healing and restoration 
spread throughout Israel and surrounding areas. God’s plan was to share the Good 
News to all people of every race, creed, language, station, and nation.  Jesus’s last 
recorded words to the disciples testified to His plan--“Go and make disciples of all 
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, 
and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you.” (Matt. 18-20) 
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As Advent progresses toward Christmas morning, may we recall God’s marvelous 
deeds, miracles, and victories not only for His people before us, but still today and 
within our personal lives, all because of His gifts of salvation, redeeming love, and 
steadfast faithfulness. 
 
My favorite Advent hymn is “O Come, O Come Emmanuel.”  May our song also be the 
refrain: 
 

Rejoice!  Rejoice!  Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel.” 
 
Dear God, thank you for your unfailing love for us, both personally and for 
humanity.  Open our eyes that we see your marvelous works and rejoice with praise 
and thanksgiving.  In Jesus’s name.  Amen. 
 
Inez Honeycutt 
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Wednesday, December 22, 2021 – Psalm 113:1-2 
1Praise the LORD! 
 Praise, O servants of the LORD; 
 praise the name of the LORD. 
 2Blessed be the name of the LORD 
 from this time on and forevermore. 

 

Psalms 113-118 are the Egyptian psalms, that were sung as part of the Passover 
ceremony, with 113-114 sung before the meal. The Jews used the Psalms to praise the 
Lord as they began the celebration of their deliverance from Egypt.  
They sang of His unending love and protection as they blessed the name of the Lord 
“forevermore.” The Psalmist knew about this history and the incomprehensible fact that 
despite His being God, he lowered Himself to lead His servants to a new life in the 
“Land of Milk and Honey.” They were not exactly faithful even during the journey. 
How much more should we praise Him when we know that God sacrificed His Son for 
us. By nature, we are in bondage to sin. Just like the Jews were in bondage to the 
Egyptians. We are also not always as faithful as we should be. 
We rejoice that, in spite of our sin, God has led us not from a physical bondage like the 
Jews experienced in Egypt, but He has led us out of the physical and spiritual bondage 
to sin through the sacrifice of His very Son.  
How could we not rejoice? 
A Prayer: Father help us to remember how much you love us and help us rejoice in your 
love.  Amen. 
Frank Rhue 
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Thursday, December 23, 2021 – Luke 2:14-20 

14"Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
 and on earth peace among those whom he favors!" 
15When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one 
another, "Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the 
Lord has made known to us." 16So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, 
and the child lying in the manger. 17When they saw this, they made known what had 
been told them about this child; 18and all who heard it were amazed at what the 
shepherds told them. 19But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her 
heart. 20The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and 
seen, as it had been told them. 
 
 
The story of the Angels and Shepherds is one of the most familiar in the Bible. Can you 
imagine you are at work and a gaggle of Angels appear in front of you with the news of 
a significant event? What would you do? In this age of skepticism, cynicism, distrust, 
and suspicion would we chalk it up to a daydream, wild imagination, or even indigestion 
from the hoagie we had for lunch? Most likely, we would Google “Angel Event” on the 
world-wide web and see if others have experienced this angelic announcement. Or we 
might text a friend or loved one. Would we have the curiosity and courage the 
shepherds had and go and verify what the Angels said? The shepherds could have just 
ignored the announcement, but they did not hesitate or even debate what to do. The 
story says they went with haste and found Mary, Joseph, the child, and affirmation of 
what had been told to them. The story could have ended at that point, but instead, they 
went out and told what they had seen and heard to all who would listen. 
 
In our busy complex daily lives, do we take the time to share the good news with 
others? Or do we just dust off the shepherd story once a year and read it on Christmas 
Eve? Do we retell the narrative of God’s love and the birth of his son? The Christ child 
was not born unto wealthy and powerful parents, but instead, his mother gave birth to 
her baby in a stable and placed him in a manger. The first to know of this event were 
some of the poorest in the ancient culture. The Christ child was born to save all of us 
regardless of our social status. The shepherds with child-like faith went with haste, 
verified the good news, and then shared with all. The lowly shepherds got it. Do we? 
 
Prayer:  Heavenly Father, we give thanks for the 
gift of your son who died so that all might have 
everlasting life. Lead us to have the desire and 
courage to share the story of your love to all 
who will listen. Amen. 
 
Charlie Harris  
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Friday, December 24, 2021 – Titus 2:11-14 

11For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all, 12training us to renounce 
impiety and worldly passions, and in the present age to live lives that are self-controlled, 
upright, and godly, 13while we wait for the blessed hope and the manifestation of the 
glory of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ. 14He it is who gave himself for us that 
he might redeem us from all iniquity and purify for himself a people of his own who are 
zealous for good deeds. 

 

Rejoice in the Lord, Rejoice! 
 
Karma, getting what I deserve, is really, not how most mere humans think about karma. 
More than likely, the deep down, dirty secret is, “I hope that he/she gets what they 
deserve!” Justin Holcomb, an Episcopal priest, explains in his article, “What is Grace?” 
that Grace is the opposite of karma. Where karma is getting what you deserve; Grace is 
the opposite. Grace is getting what you do not deserve and not getting what you do 
deserve. 
 
Christ came to Earth and with him came the gift of Grace. In this meditation, Grace is 
not only what we “don’t deserve”; it is a new way to live one’s life. The OT told man and 
womankind that the law says “an eye for an eye.” Christ, instead, tells us to love one 
another; to forgive again and again.  
 
If one were to think about rejoicing, there could be no better reason than the gift of 
Grace. If, like karma, we were to get what we deserved, we would be in deep, deep 
trouble. “Renounce impiety and world passions… live lives that are self-controlled, 
upright and Godly.” 
 

Fat chance! 
 

Heaven would have a Vacancy Sign that would extend across the firmament in bold 
neon lighting. 
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Instead, I listen to Christ say: My Father’s house has many rooms; if that were not so, 
would I have told you that I am going there to prepare a place for you? Worth repeating: 
Holcomb explains that grace is getting what you do not deserve and not getting what 
you do deserve. Grace gives us the opportunity to try again and again to do better, to do 
the right thing. Because when I fail and fall short of that glory, I can pick myself up and 
try again. Like a child raised in a loving home, I will want to do better to become one 
who is “zealous of good deeds.” 
 
Christ comes to Earth with a love deep and enduring. It is a love that I do not deserve. I 
gladly rejoice that each Advent I remember that, through faith, it is the gift of Grace that 
makes all the difference! 
 
Colleen Macklin 
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Saturday, December 25, 2021 – Luke 2:9-14 

9Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around 
them, and they were terrified. 10But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid; for see — 
I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: 11to you is born this day in 
the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 12This will be a sign for you: 
you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger." 13And suddenly 
there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, 
 14"Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
 and on earth peace among those whom he favors!" 

 
Today we celebrate the long-awaited arrival of the baby in the manger: not just an 
ordinary baby, but the long-awaited messiah, not just an ordinary family, but a holy one 
chosen to bear and raise the son of God, not just welcomed into the world by the love of 
a mother and father, but by a band of angels, the heavenly hosts. 
 
We have waited through the season of Advent, but on that first Christmas morning, the 
world had waited for years and years for this special day to arrive. We hear the cry of 
this newborn, just as we have heard the cries of our own children – as welcome and 
beautiful. For a world hungry for a savior, both two thousand years ago and today in our 
troubled world, we cry ourselves at the lusty wail of a newborn baby.  
 
The words from the angels to the shepherds from Luke’s gospel, are the words to us 
today in the 21st century. Their good news then is our good news now. For the Messiah 
bringing salvation for all people has arrived and we join the angel band singing, “Glory 
to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom God favors!”  
God favors all who are made in his image. Not just the Jewish community, but all of 
humanity is blessed by God. All humanity is offered the gift of Jesus, who has come into 
the world to rescue us from our sin and give us forgiveness and new life. 
 
On this holy day, Christmas Day 2021, we rejoice. We celebrate. We remember that we 
have been given the greatest gift we could ever receive. We have been given Jesus, the 
Son of God, the Savior of the world, the bringer of forgiveness and the very presence of 
God.  
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Treasure this gift, this baby who will live among people, bringing God’s messages, 
showing God’s ways, loving in God’s concrete acts, and giving us those gifts today. May 
we follow Jesus’ example and live in love even as he did on his way to the cross. May 
we know the rest of the story, the hard parts, the painful parts, and then the joy of the 
ending when Jesus conquers death and promises to raise us from the dead as well. 
 
Christmas blessings on you dear Macedonia family! 
 
Pastor Louise Hilbert  
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We	give	thanks	for	all	the	writers	who	
contributed	to	Macedonia’s	2021	
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