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1 Corinthians 1:4-7
4

I give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that
has been given you in Christ Jesus, 5for in every way you have been
enriched in him, in speech and knowledge of every kind — 6just as the
testimony of Christ has been strengthened among you — 7so that you
are not lacking in any spiritual gift as you wait for the revealing of our
Lord Jesus Christ.
Sunday, November 29, 2020
Written by Yvonne White

In these verses of Paul’s letter to the Corinthians, he is reminding them of the fact
that all their gifts are not theirs. They did not come from within, but from God.
The follow-on verses admonish them for the divisions they have created by
boasting about their individual gifts.
We sure needed this message in 2020. Our nation is divided almost in half, with
each side boasting about their way being better. While at the same time, we
fought coronavirus, racial injustice, income inequalities, and record-breaking
hurricanes. If we had worked together to fight the critical issues of America, could
we have solved some of the problems? Maybe we should be scolded by Paul for
our behavior and wrong doings.
Our pride, arrogance, and the way we treat others is not only wrong, but foolish.
The good in us comes as a gift, completely free, thanks to God’s grace.
Prayer: Dear Lord, help us all to use the good you have given us to boast less and give
more. Amen.
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Mark 13:32-37
32

But about that day or hour no one knows, neither the angels in heaven,
nor the Son, but only the Father. 33Beware, keep alert; for you do not
know when the time will come. 34It is like a man going on a journey,
when he leaves home and puts his slaves in charge, each with his work,
and commands the doorkeeper to be on the watch. 35Therefore, keep
awake — for you do not know when the master of the house will come,
in the evening, or at midnight, or at cockcrow, or at dawn, 36or else he
may find you asleep when he comes suddenly. 37And what I say to you I
say to all: Keep awake."
Monday, November 30, 2020
Written by Pastor Suzanne Shoffner

You do not know when the Son of Man will return. But you and I want to know,
don’t we? The people who lived in Bible times were not so very different than we
are. They also suffered through plagues, poverty, injustice and yet, like us, they
longed for a life of peace and righteousness, for harmony and community. What
were the habits and practices of that time?
What are the habits and practices of our time?
I have a confession to make about a personal habit…..I check Facebook every
morning to check on my sons and grands who do not live nearby. Do you have a
love/hate relationship with FB? I do! Nevertheless, I persist and even enjoy posts
which are meaningful. A recent one talked about practicing and asked, “What do
you practice? Whatever you practice, you might get good at it, so if you practice
complaining, you will get so good at it that you complain about everything.” It
went on to list several other qualities: worrying, procrastinating, but then some
really good ones: joy, peace and loving-kindness. What if, while we are waiting for
the return of the Son of man, we practiced joy, peace and loving-kindness? If we
practiced them a great deal, we might get really good at them! My advent
message for us is to put aside worrying about “end times” and focus on practicing
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the character traits which bring about peace, joy, love and harmony in our lives
and the lives of others.
Keep awake! We do not know when the Son of Man will return, but we can be
practicing peace, love and joy in our lives and maybe get really good at all of these
qualities.
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Revelation 15:3-4
3

And they sing the song of Moses, the servant of God, and the song of
the Lamb:
"Great and amazing are your deeds,
Lord God the Almighty!
Just and true are your ways,
King of the nations!
4
Lord, who will not fear
and glorify your name?
For you alone are holy.
All nations will come
and worship before you,
for your judgments have been revealed."
Tuesday, December 1, 2020
Written by Dan Voelkert
Around the Glassy Sea

The second verse of the hymn “Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty” (ELW 413) has
the obscure reference “All the saints adore thee, casting down their golden
crowns around the glassy sea”. That is a reference to the book of Revelation and
where today’s text comes in. The singers of this brief hymn are those martyrs who
suffered and died for their faith in the Lamb but now are around the glassy sea at
the foot of the throne of God. (Rev 4:6; 15:2)
In the book of Revelation, there are repeated examples of catastrophes visited
upon the world, reminiscent of the plagues on Egypt in Exodus, to try to bring
them back to God. As with the pharaoh of Egypt, the plagues just harden their
hearts. It is only in the blood of the slaughtered Lamb, the symbol for Christ in
Revelation, that any are brought back to the fold. The image is that the undeserved
love of God in Christ is more powerful than war, pestilence, death, etc. in changing
hearts. The now risen martyrs sing praises to God whom all nations will come to
worship.
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There is much controversy about the interpretation of the book of Revelation. But,
without a doubt, the book ends with the Kingdom of God coming to earth in the
New Jerusalem. We get a glimpse of that in today’s text. The faithful singing
praises around the throne of God praising God to whom all nations will come in
worship.
This is the hope we live in—that God will win the final victory, not with force or
coercion, but with the love of Lamb who took the sinfulness of us all on himself. It
is the selfless love of Christ , not coercion or judgement or force, that will make
that New Jerusalem a reality. Despite our inclinations to rely on ourselves, we need
to be part of that. Let’s go out and show the love of Christ to all.
Prayer: Lord of All, as you sit on your throne beside the glassy sea, keep us mindful of the
Lamb of God in whose blood we receive redemption.. Let us show that same selfless love
to others so that we may, in those acts, catch glimpses of the New Jerusalem until you
bring it to fruition in the fullness of time. Amen
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Hosea 6:1-2
1

Come, let us return to the LORD;
for it is he who has torn, and he will heal us;
he has struck down, and he will bind us up.
2
After two days he will revive us;
on the third day he will raise us up,
that we may live before him.
Wednesday, December 2, 2020
Written by Debbie Riggs

In preparing for the coming of the Christ child, let us look back at the past year. It
has not been normal. We have had to change so many things in our daily lives.
School, Church, visiting family and friends, our jobs, even the way we shop. All
which came with the fear of the unknown. Fear is a strange thing; it can sneak up
on us or meet us head on at times. If we let fear be the victor then we lose. This
year may not be like we remember from our childhood or even in recent years. But
we can make it the best year yet. Christ is coming! The one thing that has not
changed is our faith and trust in Christ. If we will focus on Christ and let him guide
us, then fear is not going to win. Christ is with us every day no matter what is going
on around us, so let us remember. “Do not be Afraid” We believe in Christ and he
believes in us. So, let us change fear to love for one another.
Prayer: Father, thank you for this Advent season, for giving us your son so that we can have
new life every day. Help us to give up our fears and trust you so we can be your light. Amen
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Luke 21:34-36
34

Be on guard so that your hearts are not weighed down with dissipation
and drunkenness and the worries of this life, and that day does not catch
you unexpectedly, 35like a trap. For it will come upon all who live on the
face of the whole earth. 36Be alert at all times, praying that you may
have the strength to escape all these things that will take place, and to
stand before the Son of Man."
Thursday, December 3, 2020
Written by Robin Huffman

I can’t think of a better theme and message for our Advent season, during a
pandemic season, than “Do Not Be Afraid.” Since March, many of us have been
gripped by the fear of the unknown, the fear of the power of an unseen viral
droplet, the fear of becoming sick, or worse, the fear of infecting a vulnerable
loved one.
As we will learn over the course of this month through these Advent devotions, the
Bible has a lot to say about fear. But when I reviewed many of the scriptures we
will be studying this month, it wasn’t exactly what I expected. Yes, there will be
verses where we will be told “Do not be afraid” or “Fear not.” But our time
together over the coming weeks will also be a study of what to do when we are
afraid, or in the case of today’s scripture, what NOT to do!
In my career advocating for people with mental illness and addictive disease, I have
been extraordinarily busy during the pandemic. Since March, I have been working
frantically to remind our state’s leaders that, in addition to the physical impact of
the pandemic, there will be a mental health “surge.” We know that one of the
impacts of this long season of isolation is relapse for those recovering from
addictive disease or an increase in the use of alcohol and drugs. We know that
anxiety, depression and other mental health issues are surfacing with intensity.
My psychiatrists, unlike many other physicians who have seen a decline in the
number of patient visits, are seeing the spike of patients needing care.
I think this is what Jesus was preaching in Luke, in these final days before his
crucifixion as he spoke of the “signs of the end of the age.” Be careful. Your hearts
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will be weighed down by excesses of substances and partying…by the anxieties of
life… by the anxieties of these fearful times. Be careful. Be on the watch that
these difficult days (yes, this time of isolation and pandemic fears) don’t lead us to
carelessness or to excess drinking or worrying that distract us from faithful living
and service. Be on the lookout for these things and pray-- perhaps to pray
particularly for endurance.
So, during this Advent season, a season where we prepare our hearts and lives for
the birth of a Savior, let’s try to stay focused—not on all that (and those) we are
missing during this pandemic—but on the rich promise that lies ahead.
Prayer: Dear Lord, these have been such hard months for us. We focus on our lack, our
losses, our deprivations. We are wrapped up with fear and worry and sorrow. We soothe
ourselves with excesses of the flesh. Help us to stay focused on living with the sure and
certain hope of your promise of eternal life. Amen.
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Psalm 85:8-9
8

Let me hear what God the LORD will speak,
for he will speak peace to his people,
to his faithful, to those who turn to him in their hearts.
9
Surely his salvation is at hand for those who fear him,
that his glory may dwell in our land.

Friday, December 4, 2020
Written by Janet Meisenbach

Last Sunday we lit the first Advent candle as we await the coming of God's Chosen
One, the Christ. 2020 has been a year of fear, loneliness, distrust, frustration,
despair, grieving, disagreement, and disappointment which seem to have
overshadowed God's blessings. As Christmas approaches, we are so very ready to
surrender our hearts to the Lord to once again experience the peace that only
comes from God.
We are so very weary.
Prayer: Come, Lord Jesus! We await the peace that only you can give. Heal our world, heal
our land, heal our anxieties, heal us. Let your glory shine! Amen.
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Mark 1:1-3
1

The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.
2
As it is written in the prophet Isaiah,
"See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you,
who will prepare your way;
3
the voice of one crying out in the wilderness:
'Prepare the way of the Lord,
make his paths straight,'"
Saturday, December 5, 2020
Written by Bryan Pennington

The Book of St. Mark starts with this first verse, "The beginning of the gospel of
Jesus Christ, the Son of God." It then states (second and third verses) the Messiah
was foretold by the prophets, then describes a messenger, who we know to be
John the Baptist preparing the way for Jesus to teach and preach and save all who
believe. To me, that first verse is so powerful. It embodies all the hope and
fulfilment from the history and wants of Judaism. As it relates to the theme for
this year's devotional "do not be afraid", these sentiments expressed by the writer
destroy fear. This is God's Son, we know the Triune God comes to show how much
he loves his people. This is the greatest event in the world then and now. Nothing
compares. Nothing is ever the same Hope and salvation replace fear, a real reason
to rejoice and to live knowing we are saved from all the bad and evil, sin of course,
in the day to day lives of the Jews and Gentiles of the day, and all of us now.
Thanks be to God, Praise to you O Christ. Merry Christmas!
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Psalm 27:1
1

The LORD is my light and my salvation;
whom shall I fear?
The LORD is the stronghold of my life;
of whom shall I be afraid?
Sunday, December 6, 2020
Written by John Gee

In rural northeastern North Carolina, there are many isolated areas that have very
little if any business. One such area is Hyde County. The official Hyde County
Chamber of Commerce brochure states “Take the Road Less Traveled.” It goes on
to state “What is missing in Hyde? Crowded conditions, large shopping malls,
stoplights, concrete jungles, and wall-to-wall people are alien to this goodly land.”
You can also add these items to this list: Most of the time, NO internet, cell phone,
or TV reception. As I have gotten older this is my kind of place!!
What Hyde County does have is a great
view of the night sky, and Natures
awesome beauty day and night. In this
region, looking at all the stars above
and not hearing a sound, I can feel what
the Psalmist is saying. The 100 billion
stars or so that are supposedly in the
firmament above, make an all-powerful
silent statement. A silent statement that
human words and voices cannot describe.
When looking at the heavens, we can feel how
insignificant we are, and at the same time, how
significant we must be. Significant, that with all
the dots in the sky, God so loved this world that
he sent his only Son, here.
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The hymn Silent Night must have been written by someone having this same
celestial experience.
“Silent night, holy night, All is calm all is bright”
“Silent night, holy night
Shepherds quake at the sight;
Glories stream from heaven afar,
Heavenly hosts sing, Alleluia,
Christ the Savior, is born!”
Prayer: Father thank you for giving us lips to speak, ears to hear, and eyes to see. Be with
us so that we know how and when to use all our gifts to your glory. Amen.
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Luke 1:13-15a
13

But the angel said to him, "Do not be afraid, Zechariah, for your prayer
has been heard. Your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you will
name him John. 14You will have joy and gladness, and many will rejoice
at his birth, 15for he will be great in the sight of the Lord.
Monday, December 7, 2020
Written by Jane Bowman

My sister, Yvonne, certainly picked the right scripture for me to write about. First, I
have a son named John. Second, like Zechariah, a priest, I am a worker of the
temple and get to worship and pray daily as I do my duties involved with my
service to the church. Thirdly, although certainly not the age of Elizabeth, I had my
last child, Robert, at almost 40 years old.
The Lord told Zechariah, through the angel Gabriel, “Do not be afraid.” I expect he
was terrified. First at the sight of the angel and then to think of himself at his old
age having a baby. I am sure he was also afraid for his wife Elizabeth.
But the Lord plans all things. He is always there backing his plans and we are
expected to sit back and let his will be done. How hard can that be? The answer,
very hard!
This past year has been especially hard for all of us and for some almost
unbearable.
I was diagnosed with Stage 4 Lung Cancer on November 11, 2019. Melinda Menz
was with me that day because the Lord knew that I would need an angel sitting
right beside of me. I have endured CAT scans, PET Scans, oral immunotherapy, and
radiation and my cancer is going away. I am very blessed and thankful. Through all
of this, I continually heard the Lord saying, “Do not be afraid.” I would eventually
give in to His voice. The peace comes over you and know it is just all in His hands.
One day I prayed in the sanctuary that if he could let me live to at least see a
grandchild that I do everything to trust in His will. I found out my daughter, Susan,
will have a baby in April, my first grandchild. I could not believe it. I am so happy.
15

Every day brings each of us doubts, challenges, fears, anxiety, and stress. Try to
remember to lay it all on the Lord. He is mighty. He loves us and he will answer
our prayers. I give him all the glory. He is always there to say, “Do not be afraid.”
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Psalm 126:4-6
4

Restore our fortunes, O LORD,
like the watercourses in the Negeb.
5
May those who sow in tears
reap with shouts of joy.
6
Those who go out weeping,
bearing the seed for sowing,
shall come home with shouts of joy,
carrying their sheaves.
Tuesday, December 8, 2020
Written by Gary Logan

It's been a long hard year. Covid-19 has squeezed a lot of this year’s life out of us.
Now we find ourselves in Advent, a season of reflection, of hope, of forwardlooking joy. Yet, to some extent, it feels like we are stuck. Recently, the number of
people who have been afflicted by this disease has shot skyward. There doesn't
seem to be much we can do about it.
One of the reasons I turned to Psalm 126 was to put the sense of sorrow and joy
into some perspective for us. Even when it seems like hope is gone, it has not
disappeared. Today the sun is behind the clouds, the rain is teeming down, but the
clouds will pass and the sun will shine again. Our ability to gather together in
worship seems to be dashed again with this present spike in covid cases. Over a
thousand people a day are dying. I have not lost anyone to covid, but perhaps you
have, or know someone who has. At a time when we are overwhelmed, it is also
time to return to the Lord again. That returning is another aspect of our Advent
theme. We return again, over and over and over.
The Psalm tells us, “May those who sow in tears reap with shouts of joy. Those
who go out weeping, bearing the seed for sowing, shall come home with shouts of
joy carrying their sheaves.” The emphasis here is joy, shouts of joy, returning in
joy. In advent that's what we are doing together, even in the midst of things that
we cannot control or completely understand, even when we are discouraged and
down, even when we are separated from each other as we are now, we still come
home with shouts of joy because of God’s abundance towards us.
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There is one more thing in all of this. We go out sowing the seed: we go out even
with tears in our eyes. That is our job now. It is our job to do what God gives us the
opportunity to do. I was often asked by members of my congregation who are
getting older, as I am now, “Pastor we can't do much anymore.” The one thing we
can all do, even when we are flat on our back in a bed, we can pray.
So, as we continue to do whatever we can do, we will come home to our sanctuary
in joy celebrating together once again, sometime down the road.
The joy of the Lord be with you.
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John 14:25-27
25

I have said these things to you while I am still with you. 26But the
Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will
teach you everything, and remind you of all that I have said to you.
27
Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. I do not give to you as
the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled, and do not let them
be afraid.
Wednesday, December 9, 2020
Written by Sheila Gibson

As I read these verses, I was reminded of an anthem that our chancel choir has
sung many times which is “Peace I Leave With You” by Dr. Walter Pelz. The lyrics to
this anthem are almost identical to the verses that I previously read, so it was easy
for this anthem to pop into my head. But I still think that why this anthem has
stuck with me is due to the music that these beautiful words are set to. The
arrangement is so lush and full of gorgeous 4-part harmony, that when we were
learning it, it became an “ear worm”, playing on auto-replay in my head. It was
always present, being hummed or sung while cooking, cleaning, driving, etc. – it
would just not leave! Check out the YouTube link that I have included with this
devotional and let me know if you feel the same!
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rMKtZuIjEC8
But looking beyond the beautiful music of this anthem, what is left are the lyrics,
which are the reason for its creation. The words that the apostle John wrote have
remained etched in my memory, as I hummed and sang them while going through
the motions of everyday living. So, when I saw these verses as a choice for an
advent devotional, I was inspired to pick them so that I could delve into their
meaning and significance.
These words of Jesus are spoken to the disciples after the first communion meal
has taken place and before he is betrayed. Jesus is trying to convey to the twelve
that his time with them was soon to come to an end. They were all confused by
what he was saying as they did not know what Jesus already knew, and so they
kept on asking questions. Jesus answered those questions, but his answers
appeared to only muddy the waters rather than provide clarity. Jesus, recognizing
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the continued confusion and alarm on the part of the disciples, tries to simplify it
by telling the disciples to love and believe in him, and by doing that, he will ask God
to send an advocate, which is the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit will dwell with them
forever, teach them everything that they need to know and remind them of what
Jesus has already taught them. Jesus then tells the disciples that he leaves his
peace with them, a gift that he has freely given to them. This gift of peace is not of
this world. It is not “peace” in the way that we would most likely define it, as a
time without wars or political and social unrest, such as the world in which we are
living today, but rather an internal peace where we are at rest, safe, untroubled
and unafraid. We are able to experience this internal peace because 1) we love and
believe in Jesus Christ, who requested for us from God a helper, the Holy Spirit, to
be our teacher, guide and advocate and 2) Jesus has secured this gift of internal
peace through his death and resurrection, reconciling us to God.
So fellow Macedonians, even though we living in stressful, unsettled times, where
it seems that calmness, tranquility and rational thought have been thrown out the
window, remember to focus on the gift of internal peace that our Savior bought
for us. This peace assures me that God is working in this world everyday through
ordinary people like you and me, and even if we feel overwhelmed by chaos going
on around us today, we can still feel empowered and strengthened by this internal
peace. Our advocate, the Holy Spirit, is always there to remind us and lead us, and
to me, that is hope and Good News!!!
Prayer: God of my life, help me to remember the gift of internal peace granted to us and
for us to rely on it and the Holy Spirit to assist us to continue to do good works in your
name, with untroubled and unafraid hearts. Amen.
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Romans 5:1-5
1

Therefore, since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God
through our Lord Jesus Christ, 2through whom we have obtained access
to this grace in which we stand; and we boast in our hope of sharing the
glory of God. 3And not only that, but we also boast in our sufferings,
knowing that suffering produces endurance, 4and endurance produces
character, and character produces hope, 5and hope does not disappoint
us, because God's love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy
Spirit that has been given to us.
Thursday, December 10, 2020
Written by Charles Harris

When I read “suffering produces endurance, endurance produces character,
character produces hope”, I am reminded of an old saying that I am fond of.
“Good Judgement comes from experience. Experience comes from bad
judgement. I use this saying to justify that I am gaining experience after I make a
bad choice. The gist of the saying is we should learn from our mistakes.
So, what is Paul saying in his letter? Maybe a little context is necessary. Paul is
writing to the Christians in Rome. Rome did not embrace Christianity. In fact, it
would be 300 years later before Emperor Constantine would convert to
Christianity. Early believers met in caves and tunnels to prevent being persecuted.
This would explain Paul’s comments regarding suffering and endurance. He is
telling his Christian friends “to have faith and hang in there it will get better”.
Here we are in a word-wide pandemic that refuses to go away. It has certainly
been a test of patience and an exercise of endurance. In place of our normal social
order and routines, disorder, confusion, uncertainty, and even denial have
interrupted our lives. There has been loss of health and life, significant economic
impact, and the isolation and loss of human contact has taken a toll on our
emotional health. There is no denying the suffering. As a second round of
infections surges through the country, I am not sure we are ready to boast in our
suffering as Paul suggests. As Americans we are an impatient society. Covid-19
did not go away in a single news cycle and I doubt very few would believe we are
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building character. However, as I look at our congregation, I think there is a case
to say we are building character. We have endured not meeting for 9 months, our
Pastor took a call to another church, and we have missed many fellowship
opportunities. It would be easy to go into hibernation. But we have not. We have
found innovative ways to worship, hold daily devotions, book studies, hymn sings
and even communion. We have continued serving our fellow man with community
meals, backpack ministries, Foster Children’s Christmas, hometown mission, prayer
shawl ministry, and financial outreach from our endowments. Your steadfast and
generous financial support throughout these past months is a demonstration of
the commitment to our ministry. Even recording our Advent devotions is a form of
protest of not surrendering to the negative. Our faith is strong. We may be
suffering, but we are not just surviving, we are enduring and building character.
Throughout the suffering and uncertainty, there is one thing certain. Paul tells us
our faith in Jesus Christ gives us access to God’s grace and love through which we
gain hope. A hope that does not disappoint. Not just a hope for the end of the
pandemic, but a hope regardless of what is going on the in world, we will have
peace with God.
God Bless, Take Care
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John 1:1-5
1

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the
Word was God. 2He was in the beginning with God. 3All things came into
being through him, and without him not one thing came into being.
What has come into being 4in him was life, and the life was the light of
all people. 5The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not
overcome it.
Friday, December 11, 2020
Written by Connie Poovey

Whew! 2020 has been a doozy, hasn’t it? Fires, hurricanes, floods, racial unrest,
brother against brother in polarized opinions about political differences, economic
turmoil, and of course… COVID-19! Talk about darkness!
If ever we need to hear these words from John, it’s now. John tells us that Jesus’
entry into the world was light driving out the darkness. Even in the midst of 2020,
the light of Jesus Christ shines bright. Everything we are and believe as Christians
depends on the fact that Light is triumphant over darkness.
So, cling to this truth: no matter how bad things may get (and surely, they can’t
get much worse!), God is in control; God is light; and in God there is no darkness.
Please join me in praying for peace and harmony and truth in the coming days,
and for a brighter 2021!
Prayer: Father, forgive me for the times I have contributed to the darkness or allowed the
darkness all around me to cause me to lose faith. Help us to all live in the light of Jesus,
seeking God’s truth, and trusting in God’s omnipotent power to overcome the darkness. In
the light of Christ, we pray… Amen
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1 Thessalonians 5:16-24
16

Rejoice always, 17pray without ceasing, 18give thanks in all
circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you. 19Do not
quench the Spirit. 20Do not despise the words of prophets, 21but test
everything; hold fast to what is good; 22abstain from every form of evil.
23
May the God of peace himself sanctify you entirely; and may your spirit
and soul and body be kept sound and blameless at the coming of our
Lord Jesus Christ. 24The one who calls you is faithful, and he will do this.
Saturday, December 12, 2020
Written by Gail Pertschi
Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances…hmm,
even in the midst of a pandemic that seems endless and missing family and
friends, even in the midst of social injustice, riots, and elections that challenge the
best in us (no matter who you voted for)? The answer is a resounding YES. God’s
YES to us, is his Son, Jesus Christ. God’s yes to us is his promise that no matter
what is happening to us, within us, in and around us, God is here. God’s will for us
is his Peace which he gives freely, lovingly. Funny thing, this Peace. As we allow
ourselves to accept God’s Peace it is then that we find it possible to pray and
praise (rejoice), and to live thankfully even in the face of things we do not fully
understand. Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens,
and I will give you rest. (Matthew 11:28-30)
May the God of peace himself sanctify you entirely; and may your spirit and soul
and body be kept sound and blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.
Prayer does not always come easy especially when life gets tough, but God “knows”
us, everything about us. When words will not come I sit quietly and gaze at a large
picture in my office which depicts an open field covered with snow, a large tree
barren of leaves with a forest in the background fogged by light falling snow with
the Psalmist’s words, “Be still and know that I am God”. Maybe you have seen a
picture like this. When it is snowing, and everything is white and quiet it seems as if
the whole world is hushed before our God. It is enough then to say OK God, here I
am.
The one who calls you is faithful, and he will do this. Thankfully, God is always
faithful, even when we struggle to be so. He loves his world, and he loves us. We
pray for the healing of friends and family, for people we do not know, for cures to
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end the pandemic and other diseases, for the homeless and hungry, for those who
have lost jobs and homes, for victims of fires, hurricanes, and earthquakes, for
victims of hate and violence. With every prayer we realize that it is he who is
redeeming his world and its people – all people…Come Lord Jesus!
A Prayer by Nadia Bolz-Weber
Give Us This Day Our Daily Gratitude: Let us Pray, That I have been given one
more day, I give thanks. That the birds still sing each morning, impossibly early
outside my window, I give thanks. For the sun rising once again in the East, I give
thanks. That for this day I have bread, I give thanks. For drinkable water, for
breathable air, and Dairy Queen dipped cones I give thanks. For one more day of
mobility I give thanks. For novelists who create worlds and characters and stories
for our minds and not for our TVs, I give thanks. For the puppy I got at the
beginning of quarantine who is currently destroying my life, I give thanks. For cell
phone reception, and I-guess-its-better-than-nothing ZOOM calls and reliable
internet service, I give thanks.
That I am loved, I give thanks
That I am forgiven, I give thanks.
That I am alive, I give thanks.
That you, O God are known by many names, I give thanks.
That you, O God are present when I feel only your absence, I give thanks.
That you are God, and I am not, I give the most thanks. Forgive me when I forget
that one.
And for every other gift I am too self-obsessed to see, but that totally comes from
you
Thank you. Thank you. Thank you.
Amen.
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2 Peter 3:8-9
8

But do not ignore this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day is
like a thousand years, and a thousand years are like one day. 9The Lord is
not slow about his promise, as some think of slowness, but is patient with
you, not wanting any to perish, but all to come to repentance.
December 13, 2020
Written by Frank Rhue

Here we are. Waiting for the virus to run its course, waiting for in-person church to
resume, waiting for school to be normal again, waiting for the celebration of
Christ’s birth into our world…
Whatever we are waiting for; we sometimes believe it will never come to pass.
Why do we have to wait? The commercial on TV seems to reflect our reality, “I
want it all, and I want it NOW!” Why aren’t things happening the way we want, in
the time we want? Things seem to go so slowly. When we observe the events
around us in the world, even God’s promise that He will come back seems to be
too long in coming.
Are we placing God in our space? Are we limiting God to our reality? But God is not
limited to our time and space. God has all of eternity to work in. When you think of
the timelessness of God, the timeframe we are experiencing can be seen in true
perspective.
While our patience seems to be running out, God’s is not. God appears to want us
to use this time as an opportunity. There is much we can accomplish during this
waiting time. We can build stronger family ties. We can look for ways to provide
service to our neighbors. We can study and pray to strengthen our faith. We can
learn to better trust God and believe things need to happen in God’s time, not our
time. Every day that we wait can be a gift.
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The passage also says, “The Lord … is patient with you, not wanting any to perish,
but all to come to repentance.” Peter wants us to believe that God does love us
and will bring the whole world to Himself. In God’s time not ours.
So, while we wait for the world to return to “normal” or a new normal, we are
called to use the discipline of Advent to remind ourselves what we can be, not
what we are. So, wait for the Christ child’s birth celebration and use the time to
focus on the need to be patient as God does His thing in His time.
Prayer: Thank you God for the promise of salvation earned for us by the gift of your son.
Help us to be patient and give us time to grow to know you better. Amen
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Romans 10:8-10
8

But what does it say?
"The word is near you,
on your lips and in your heart"
(that is, the word of faith that we proclaim); 9because if you confess with
your lips that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him
from the dead, you will be saved. 10For one believes with the heart and so
is justified, and one confesses with the mouth and so is saved.
Monday, December 14, 2020
Written by Vicar Julie Tonnesen

Belief. Oy. That word is enough to send shivers down this Lutheran’s spine.
More often than I’d like to admit, I struggle with believing. I worry that my belief
isn’t strong enough to faithfully shepherd a congregation or campus ministry.
Sometimes I struggle to mean what I say when I recite the words of the Apostle’s
Creed. I worry that by admitting my struggles with belief, you’ll lose confidence in
me as your pastor.
I used the word “I” quite a bit in that previous paragraph, huh? It almost
sounds as if I’d fallen into the trap of believing that my belief in Jesus Christ as Lord
and Savior were completely up to me to cultivate. Sometimes I do fall into that
trap. But then I reach back into the files of my memory and pull out the folder on
Martin Luther.
Luther teaches us that faith is pure gift from God. Any ounce of belief that
we are able to muster is nothing short of an undeserved and unearned gift. And
yet, God gives it to us freely through the Holy Spirit. In his Introduction to Romans,
Luther says that this gift of faith changes us from the inside out. He says that this
faith allows us to trust in God so firmly that we would stake our lives against it
1000 times, that it empowers us to serve our neighbors and be near to those who
suffer.
In the moments where I struggle to believe, I’m comforted by Luther’s
understanding of faith because it reminds me that even on my worst days, God’s
gift of faith still resides within me. Jesus never promises us that we will never
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struggle; in fact, the opposite is true, that to be a follower of Christ is to struggle.
Luther knew this to be especially true. But while our struggles are temporary, our
faith is steadfast.
It’s our faith that enables us to stand up and recite the Apostles’ Creed each
Sunday even when we’re not sure that we believe every word. It’s our faith that
empowers us to be vulnerable and share our doubts with one another. It’s our
faith that enables us to hope for the gift of the Good News of a Savior in this
season of waiting. And it’s our faith, not our own doing, that empowers us to
confess that Jesus Christ is Lord. Thanks be to God!
Prayer: Gracious God, thank you for the gift of faith. In this season of waiting, strengthen
our belief, animate our faith, and help us to see Christ in both the baby in the manger, and
the stranger on the street. In your holy name we pray, AMEN.
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Isaiah 9:2
2

The people who walked in darkness
have seen a great light;
those who lived in a land of deep darkness —
on them light has shined.
Tuesday, December 15, 2020
Written by Melinda Menz

Now is the time of year when we experience the shortest days, longest shadows and the
longest nights. A fairly recent Advent tradition in some churches is the Longest Night
Worship Service. This worship service is a time to come together and remember that
God walks with us as we deal with uncertainty, grief, and isolation. I would like to share
with you some of the liturgy for a Longest Night Service written by Lenora and Gary Rand
from A Sanctified Art:
“So often darkness scares us. Darkness is our nightmare. We’ve been taught to fear it,
to avoid it, to keep the lights on, to think happy thoughts, to pretend everything’s all
right, and not to go into ‘that dark place.’ However, God created light and dark, day and
night, and said both were good. To fear darkness is to miss what we can see there that
we can’t see clearly anywhere else. We are here to acknowledge we are in the dark
about so many things: We have so many unanswered questions. We have so much fear
and sorrow we can’t make sense of- tucked away in secret places. And for some of us,
we have fresh grief that’s raw and feels unending. We can hear in the night an invitation
to not run so quickly to the bright shiny objects, to easy answers, and loud, well-lit rooms.
This sacred darkening makes room for all of who we are- for our laments and longings,
our confessions and our cries. This darkness can help us see what we cannot see in the
light. These dark and holy nights can perhaps even be a night where dreams are
dreamed, hope can be born.”
“So, as we wait through all our dark nights, we remember God’s immense and unfailing
love for each of us and for this whole aching world- a love born in Christ on Christmas.”

Prayer: “O God of big dreams, O god of big love, we look for you
in this darkness of our despair, of our denial, of our
disappointments. Even as we weep, we wait. And hope.
And look toward Bethlehem. Help us, whether we can see
you clearly or not, to follow you and to live your dreamsyour fierce, brave, life and joy giving dreams- tonight and always.
Amen”
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1 Samuel 22:23
23

Stay with me, and do not be afraid; for the one who seeks my life seeks
your life; you will be safe with me."
Wednesday, December 16, 2020
Written by Jessica Morel

As an orchestral conductor, there are times when a great deal of courage is
needed. We often must tell ourselves, “Do not be afraid.” One of those times was
a year ago, when I was asked to serve as a substitute conductor for a performance
of “The Nutcracker” with the Charlotte Ballet.
One day as I was preparing the score, I was studying a part of the ballet called the
Pas de Deux. The Pas de Deux begins with a tragic, mournful cello melody, and it
always reminds me of my friend, Sarah. Back when I was in college, Sarah was a
cellist in the orchestra that I was in, and we performed The Nutcracker together.
Like me, Sarah was interested in becoming a conductor. She was an incredibly
talented and intelligent musician, and she went on to study conducting at Juilliard
for her masters. After Juilliard, she was invited to big orchestra auditions, and was
considered a shooting star in the conducting world, someone to keep an eye on for
a big career.
Very tragically though, at the age of just 27, Sarah passed away from cancer in
2014. It shocked me to my core at the time that it happened, but now five years
later here in 2019, being reminded of her while studying the Pas de Deux really
affected me. We had both started in the same place, playing The Nutcracker in the
same orchestra together, with dreams of someday conducting it. But now here I
was, the one actually conducting it professionally, and she was not. I cried a lot at
that thought. It did not make sense to me that I would be so lucky, and that she
would not be. In the weeks leading up to the show, Sarah was heavily on my mind.
She inspired me to work hard.
The day of the performance arrived. As a substitute conductor, I had not been able
to rehearse with the orchestra or with the dancers beforehand; I had to step in and
perform the 90-minute show without any practice. My 500-page score had to be
memorized, since conducting ballet involves keeping your eyes on the dancers
nearly the entire time. The dancers would depend on me for delivering the
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absolute correct tempos, while the orchestra would depend on me for keeping
them together. Since the conductor serves as the glue between the dancers on
stage and the musicians in the pit, one small memory slip could potentially derail
everything. Ten minutes before the start of the show, while sitting in the pit, I felt
like my heart was beating out of my chest. So much could go wrong. What if I had a
memory slip? What if I conducted all of the wrong tempos, and the ballet dancers
hated me? I was incredibly nervous.
Then I thought about Sarah again. A sudden calm came over me. Sarah never had
this opportunity that I had right now. She should have had this opportunity, but
she never had the chance. In that moment, I realized how lucky I was just to be
there in the pit, experiencing the fear that I was experiencing. I suddenly became
grateful for the entire moment, even for the feeling of my beating heart and for
my nervousness. At least I was alive to experience these things. In that moment, it
seemed that Sarah was with me. She was there to bring me calm so that I could
successfully conduct the show. My heart rate returned to normal, and my mind
became centered. I realized that it was not a coincidence I had been thinking of
her a lot in the weeks leading up to the show, and that now her strong presence
was with me, helping me, like a guardian angel. “Do not be afraid. Be grateful that
you are here getting to experience this fear.”
The show went smoothly. A few months later, I was asked to be the principal
conductor of the Nutcracker for the following December. It was all due to my
guardian angel, Sarah.
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Zechariah 8:16-17
16

These are the things that you shall do: Speak the truth to one another,
render in your gates judgments that are true and make for peace, 17do
not devise evil in your hearts against one another, and love no false oath;
for all these are things that I hate, says the LORD.
Thursday, December 17, 2020
Written by Stephanie Braxton

Wow! What a trying time we are living in
today. I have found it especially difficult to
accomplish the usual activities of my daily life.
Throw in an illness, the sale of our home and
untypical work-related issues, it is no wonder
my head is spinning. Then there is all this extra
stuff… quarantines, bubbles, rigged elections,
etc. As a wife, mother, and friend,
maintaining a sense of normalcy (our job as
women) has been especially difficult for me.
But if there is anything I’ve gained during
these not so normal days, it’s the capacity to
be truer to my values and my beliefs, to not be
afraid to speak the truth when others won’t.
This year for the Advent devotional, I chose Zechariah 8 verses 16 and 17. God
said… 16 These are the things that you shall do: Speak the truth to one another,
render in your gates judgments that are true and make for peace, 17 do not devise
evil in your hearts against one another, and love no false oath; for all these are
things that I hate, says the LORD.
While researching these verses, I came across another devotional that I think
explains it all. The title is Grace and Truth from the Today Daily Devotional written
by Pastor AJ Gretz.
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Some of us are what we might call “truth people.” We tend to draw firm lines
between right and wrong, and we feel that we have a responsibility to speak up
when something doesn’t sound right.
Sometimes this is a gift because God can use us to identify sin and injustice, urging
people to bring about change. But sometimes it hurts our relationships because we
can focus on the negative and be judgmental, pushing people away.
Meanwhile, some of us are “grace people.” We gravitate toward the idea of God’s
love and forgiveness, and we don’t like making a scene or creating conflict. Instead,
we try to forgive others and move on.
This too can be a gift because God can use us to bring harmony into tough
situations. But we need to be careful not to ignore serious hurts and problems that
should be addressed.
In the Bible, we learn what God is like in the life and teaching of Jesus. And, we see
how Jesus brings the practices of grace and truth together. Jesus is infinitely
compassionate—willing to forgive all who place their faith in him. At the same
time, he is not afraid to speak a hard word of truth to bring someone deeper into
faith.
During this time of uncertainty, don’t be afraid to speak the truth to one another.
But be ready to Forgive and show grace to your family, to your friends and to your
neighbors.
Prayer: Lord, thank you for being a God of both truth and grace. Help us to not be afraid
Lord, help us to seek out your truth, and help us to forgive one another. In your name we
pray, Amen.

Merry Christmas!
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Psalm 96:7-9
7

Ascribe to the LORD, O families of the peoples,
ascribe to the LORD glory and strength.
8
Ascribe to the LORD the glory due his name;
bring an offering, and come into his courts.
9
Worship the LORD in holy splendor;
tremble before him, all the earth.
Friday, December 18, 2020
Written by Pastor Louise Hilbert
Worshiping God for Who God Is

If you are like me, you rarely, if ever, use the word ascribe. I admit I looked it up,
both in a regular dictionary and in reference to biblical usage. We can see the word
scribe in it and that makes us think of writing something down. Scribes are the
ones who preserved the scriptures so that we have them now, so many years after
their origin. Of course, there have been edits and re-translations in that time, but
without the scribes we would not have access to the writings that shape our
understanding of God.
The psalmist invites us to ascribe to God the glory and strength due to God. Our
giving glory to God does not make God glorious, that is already true. Our giving
glory allows us to acknowledge that aspect of God’s being. If we consider how
much glory is due to God, then we are overwhelmed by the enormity of it. God is
so filled with glory that it shines throughout the whole universe, not just in a
temple or house of worship, but everywhere.
God’s strength equally fills creation. Sometimes that strength is shown in mighty
acts and sometimes in sheer silence. We are called to worship the Lord and bring
an offering to God’s courts. Rather than resenting that request, we bring our
offerings, which may be money or time, or hopefully our whole selves, to lay at the
feet of God.
I imagine many of you have seen glorious cathedrals, churches, or buildings made
to the glory of God. A few years ago I was in the Holy Land and we visited church
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after church. In each of them, despite the renovations that seemed to be constant,
there was a sense of awe at the splendor of the building made to worship God. The
finest gold and stones were in lamps hanging above the places where the people
gathered. Worship in such places was filled with splendor.
One definition I found said this, “humbly give credit and acknowledgment to God
for the attributes and characteristics that already belong to God.” So, perhaps we
are to be mirrors for God, allowing the glory, strength, and splendor that is God’s
to shine both back to God and onto the people around us.
Prayer: Gracious God, you fill the earth and all creation with your mighty power and glory.
Give us the will to reflect that in our own lives and give you the credit so that others may
want to know you too. Amen.
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Galatians 4:1-7
1

My point is this: heirs, as long as they are minors, are no better than
slaves, though they are the owners of all the property; 2but they remain
under guardians and trustees until the date set by the father. 3So with us;
while we were minors, we were enslaved to the elemental spirits of the
world. 4But when the fullness of time had come, God sent his Son, born of
a woman, born under the law, 5in order to redeem those who were under
the law, so that we might receive adoption as children. 6And because you
are children, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying,
"Abba! Father!" 7So you are no longer a slave but a child, and if a child
then also an heir, through God.
Saturday, December 19, 2020
Written by Julie Russell

Wow! Redeemed and adopted as children and heirs of God himself! Can we even
wrap our minds around the profound concept of what it means to be God's
children?
I am among the fortunate people to have had loving earthly parents. I was loved
and provided for. My scraped knees were kissed and bandaged. The monsters
under the bed were banished before I was tucked in safely for the night. My hopes
and fears were listened to, and help was always there when I needed it, whether I
asked for it or not. When the fears of childhood gave way to the stresses of
adulthood, my parents were there with unwavering support, wise advice, and
unconditional love. That's just about all any of us can hope for from our earthly
parents! How much more can we count on from our heavenly parent?
As God's children and heirs, we have a secure eternity ahead of us; he has
promised us his kingdom. But, how can we count on God right now? Our world
seems ever more out of control: a worldwide pandemic, economic uncertainty,
social and political unrest, fear and distrust and open hostility between neighbors,
not to mention murder hornets, dust storms, and toilet paper shortages! Where is
the good news in the midst of all the bad news?
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Now, perhaps more than ever in our memories, we need our heavenly father to
love us and provide for us, to bind up our wounds, to banish our fears both real
and imagined, to remind us of his presence, his power, and his unfailing love. This
Advent, as we wait expectantly for the coming of Jesus (our brother!), we have
nothing to fear. Because of him, we can cry out to our Abba, and he promises to
give us all that we will ever need! ... And that's good news!
Prayer: Abba! Father! Thank you for choosing to make me your child and heir. Remind me
that I need not be afraid because you are with me. Help me share your peace and love and
grace with my brothers and sisters. Amen
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Luke 1:30-33
30

The angel said to her, "Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor
with God. 31And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son,
and you will name him Jesus. 32He will be great, and will be called the
Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his
ancestor David. 33He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his
kingdom there will be no end."
Sunday, December 20, 2020
Written by Tom Macklin
Many miracles, by definition, appear difficult for humans to understand. Sometimes in
human interaction we casually, almost whimsically, say “wow, that was a miracle!” when
something totally unexpected but positive happens. We all have had, for example, delight
when, in school, information we knew was the bulk of one of our tests, as opposed to
material we did not know. “Wow, that was a miracle!”
Mary had a totally unexpected occurrence when the angel told her she would bear and
deliver a holy child, the savior of the world. This would be difficult for Mary to believe, we
are sure, not to mention having to explain this situation to your partner, and the
neighbors. Watching Jesus growing up and listening to Him while he was teaching lessons
eased some people into belief. Over a period, more people became Believers. Many of us
think that “seeing is believing”. Nonetheless, this was a whopper of a story: Mary
selected as the Savior’s mother, and Jesus the child growing into a human man and
preacher, the healer of physical and spiritual ills, the Savior of the world. People had an
easier time believing in Jesus’ time, if only by seeing things with their own eyes.
Nowadays we need to rely on the Holy Spirit to help us believe the story. Ultimately, we
need to let God help us accept and believe. We call it “having faith”. We attend and assist
with church services and activities; we read the Bible and discuss Scriptures with others;
and we pray to develop a relationship with the Son of the Most High. We have faith, like
Mary, because we want to have a closer relationship with our God. Amen
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Luke 1:46-49
46

And Mary said,
"My soul magnifies the Lord,
47
and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior,
48
for he has looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant.
Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed;
49
for the Mighty One has done great things for me,
and holy is his name.
Monday, December 21, 2020
Written by Colleen Macklin

Wow! I just reread the verse where Mary realizes that future generations will call
her blessed because God has done great things for her. I’m pretty pumped
because future generations will also call me blessed because God has done great
things for me! You too! God has done great things and, because we are in a faith
community, we recognize that, like Mary, holy is his name.
If each of us take a moment ( or more) this season of Advent to make a list of all
of the great things that God has done for us, we have nothing to fear; we have
been blessed!
When Tom and I thought that we would be childless, along came a dedicated
teacher and friend who listened to a student who was “with child”. She, like Mary,
was frightened and very, very young. That teacher brought together these three
people and ministered to them. An adoption miracle happened. Were Tom and I
frightened, you bet! Was a fifteen-year-old frightened; we can only imagine!
I could go on and on with personal stories of the great things God has done for me,
but now is your time to recall one ( or a hundred) of your own stories and share
with Mary the joy of this Advent season. You are blessed!
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Ezekiel 34:15-16
15

I myself will be the shepherd of my sheep, and I will make them lie
down, says the Lord GOD. 16I will seek the lost, and I will bring back the
strayed, and I will bind up the injured, and I will strengthen the weak, but
the fat and the strong I will destroy. I will feed them with justice.
Tuesday, December 22, 2020
Written by Dan Voelkert
Fed With Justice

Loss. Uncertainty. Devastation. Abandoned by God. The very foundations of your
faith shaken. This was Ezekiel’s world. The leaders of the nation of Israel, including
Ezekiel as a candidate for priesthood, had been exiled to Babylon following Israel’s
defeat. The Babylonian Captivity was seen as God’s response to Israel continually
turning to other gods. Later news came that the Temple in Jerusalem had been
destroyed. This was devastating to the Israelites. Where is God if we have lost the
land promised to us and God’s seat among us, the Temple, is destroyed? Our
passage today speaks God’s response to these events.
The thirty fourth chapter of Ezekiel tells the story of Israel up to and including the
period of the Babylonian Captivity in a metaphor of sheep and shepherds. At the
start of this extended parable, God is not happy that the shepherds, the religious
and civic leaders of Israel, were getting fat while the sheep are neglected. The
sheep are starving and scattered. God decides to take over. He will make sure the
sheep are fed. He will seek the lost. He will gather them together. He will bind
their wounds. The last part of the chapter includes a covenant of peace where
right relationships are restored between God, God’s people and creation.
In America today (11/15/20) there is uncertainty and division. It seems we are on
a roller coaster driven by political passions. All this is complicated by a pandemic
and economic uncertainty While all ages have their travails, we seem to have an
overabundance. But as Christians, we look to these verses in Ezekiel and take
comfort that God is working to restore things to their right relationships. While we
cannot know all the tools God has in his toolbox to accomplish this, we can rest
assured that we are among those tools. We are Christ’s body in the world. We are
Christ’s hands and feet and eyes and ears and voice. We need to feed the hungry,
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bind wounds and gather the lost. We also need to be patient, kind, loving, and
forgiving. The Holy Spirit has given us these tools of reconciliation. We need to
reach for them more often and not approach each other so often with the hammer
of division.
We know that God’s will is going to be accomplished. Let’s be part of it. God has
promised to be at work among us. He reconciled us to himself in Christ. We are to
take that reconciliation into the world. But take heart, God equips us with the gifts
of the Spirit to accomplish the task.
Prayer: O God of Peace, shepherd us in the right path. Keep our hearts filled with your love,
that we may readily offer to others the love and forgiveness that you have first shown us.
In Jesus name we pray. Amen
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Titus 3:4-7
4

But when the goodness and loving kindness of God our Savior appeared,
5
he saved us, not because of any works of righteousness that we had
done, but according to his mercy, through the water of rebirth and
renewal by the Holy Spirit. 6This Spirit he poured out on us richly through
Jesus Christ our Savior, 7so that, having been justified by his grace, we
might become heirs according to the hope of eternal life.
Wednesday, December 23, 2020
Written by Ellen Greeson

I read this passage and breathe a sigh of relief! I am receiving the goodness and
loving kindness of God, rebirth and renewal of the Holy Spirit and grace and
eternal life through Jesus Christ and all without having to earn it! This is the season
of gift giving and that is a list of gifts that I could never have had the nerve to ask
for. It is sobering to realize that we can never be good enough or prepared enough
to warrant any of those gifts. How liberating is that! When we stop all of our
running around and doing then this truth must calm our fears and anxieties to
know that God loves us so much that He decided to give us gifts that He knew we
could never have asked for, earned, or worked to achieve. That is a love so
powerful that it should absolutely astound us. We should look around with
amazement that God loves all of His children to the point of being ridiculously
indulgent. It should inspire us to live and love fearlessly. We should love ourselves
enough to accept those gifts and see ourselves as God’s children – imperfect,
selfish, flawed but also beautiful and caring. It should give us the freedom to see
others in the same way - imperfect, selfish, flawed but also beautiful and caring.
Fear of not being worthy of God’s love is a lie. We are worthy because God says so
and if you learned anything from being a child, you learned that sometimes the
parent does not give a reason. The reason is because they said so.
This Advent season, take a deep breath at the end of this rather stressful calendar
year and start the new year with the reassurance that comes from knowing God
loves you more than your brain will ever be able to understand. Go out and live
and love fearlessly because you are following instructions from the ultimate parent
– God – and He says so.

43

Prayer: Gracious Father, we come with humble hearts to you today. We are humbled and
thankful that you gave your Son to be our Savior, not because of any works of righteousness
on our part but because of your generous and unfailing love for us. We thank you for the
rich outpouring of your Spirit on us and are hopeful that under the guidance of the Spirit
we can live the life you intended us to live and love others with your love. Thank you for this
day and the opportunities it brings to share your love with the world.

In Jesus’s name we pray,
Amen
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Luke 2:9-14
9

Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord
shone around them, and they were terrified. 10But the angel said to
them, "Do not be afraid; for see — I am bringing you good news of great
joy for all the people: 11to you is born this day in the city of David a
Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 12This will be a sign for you: you will
find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger." 13And
suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host,
praising God and saying,
14
"Glory to God in the highest heaven,
and on earth peace among those whom he favors!"
Thursday, December 24, 2020
Written by Yvonne White

I chose this scripture from Luke 2 for three reasons. First, like many of you, it is one
of my favorites and likely one that we can all quote word for word. The second
reason is because of my oldest sister, Frazier. Many of you know that she died on
Christmas Day in 1996. The last time I talked to her was Christmas Eve as we were
leaving to go to worship services where we heard this scripture. Frazier loved
Christmas and shared ornaments with her family that we treasure and hang on our
trees every year. The third reason is that my other sisters, Jane and Tanya, love
Charlie Brown’s Christmas. Linus reads this scripture to explain to Charlie Brown
what Christmas is all about. In 2007, Hallmark released an ornament where Linus
reads this scripture. It has become one of my favorite ornaments. It is now
popular and therefore, rare. For those of you listening, I will play it for you at the
end.
Linus is known for carrying his security blanket everywhere he went. Some of us
have “security blankets” even though it may not be a physical item. It is something
in our heart, a cardinal or butterfly that lands close by, or a voice that speaks to us
when we need it most. We depend on these blankets to help us through
challenges or times of fear. When Linus says, “fear not”, he drops his blanket.
Many people have written that this was NOT an accident by Charles Schultz. It is an
intentional and brilliant way for the viewer to understand that the birth of Christ
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releases us from fear and frees us from habits we cannot break by ourselves. The
birth of Christ allows us to drop our blankets and turn to Christ.
Oddly, before Linus leaves the stage, he picks his blanket up. I really think that is
OK. We turn to Christ to help us through our fears, but we still need our security
blankets because they also give us hope, peace, and comfort.
2020 has been a year of fear. I cannot imagine how one could have survived this
year without being able to turn to God for hope.
Prayer: Thank you, Dear God, for sending Jesus to us to walk with us, to release us from our
fears, and bring hope to all the world. Amen and Merry Christmas to all of you. I miss y’all
so much.
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Isaiah 9:6-7
6

For a child has been born for us,
a son given to us;
authority rests upon his shoulders;
and he is named
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
7
His authority shall grow continually,
and there shall be endless peace
for the throne of David and his kingdom.
He will establish and uphold it
with justice and with righteousness
from this time onward and forevermore.
The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this.
Friday, December 25, 2020
Written by Pastor Louise Hilbert

These familiar words from the prophet Isaiah, are so dear to us, especially as they
are sung in the Christmas section of Handel’s Messiah. Isaiah 9 begins with
comments about the children of Israel walking in darkness and seeing a great light.
The verses we hear today move beyond that to the announcement of the birth of a
child who will save God’s people.
So often, we love to think about newborn babies. They are sweet even when they
are crying. We love the image of baby Jesus in Mary’s arms, safe and secure. Yet
while still a baby, Jesus was in danger and his parents had to flee to Egypt with him
to save themselves from Herod’s evil plans.
We may only want to think of baby Jesus on Christmas Day, but we must move on
from that. Jesus grew into maturity and stood up against the injustices of the day,
against the fighting and violence of his culture, against the idols and selfproclaimed gods, and revealed what a righteous society really looked like. Jesus,
descendent of David and Son of God, brought the Kingdom into the world. He
began it on earth, and it continues by God’s power today. It is not here fully, but
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God is fully at work bringing the Kingdom to humanity. Jesus was made human so
that we could better understand God’s plan for us.
The titles given to Jesus, Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father,
Prince of Peace, give us courage in the midst of these difficult times. For the One
who is called all these things, will prevail over whatever may come as we wait for
the arrival of the Kingdom in its fullness.
Today, as we celebrate the birth of Christ in our world two thousand years ago,
remember that the promises of God are as real now as they were then. The Savior
of the world is born and dwells among us and in us forever.

Merry Christmas, God bless you all.
Pastor Louise
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We give thanks for all the writers who
contributed to Macedonia’s 2020 Advent
Devotional Booklet!
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