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Sunday, November 29

Written by Yvonne White
Isaiah 40:9-11

Get you up to a high mountain,
O Zion, herald of good tidings;
lift up your voice with strength,
O Jerusalem, herald of good tidings,
lift it up, do not fear;
say to the cities of Judah,
‘Here is your God!’
See, the Lord God comes with might,
and his arm rules for him;
his reward is with him,
and his recompense before him.
He will feed his flock like a shepherd;
he will gather the lambs in his arms,
and carry them in his bosom,
and gently lead the mother sheep.

Reading the devotions every day during Advent is much anticipated in what is usually the busiest time of
the year for most of us. Having been involved in the making of the booklet for the past few years, I have
not personally contributed as an author. This year, however, my personal vacation kept me from doing the
advanced planning necessary to get enough volunteers. As I was staring at the stack of scriptures,
panicking that I did not have enough writers, this scripture, being on top, spoke to me for two reasons.
First, I am thankful for those of you that lift your voices and minds, without fear, to share your thoughts
with the rest of us through these daily devotions. Secondly, I felt like I was the one tending to the flock,
gathering the lambs, and trying to lead you, maybe not always “gently”, to the final production of the
Annual Advent Devotional Booklet. I was actually in the balcony looking down on the congregation to
see who I could harass after church. I felt “high on a mountain.” It was that moment that I decided this
scripture was meant for me.
The reason for the booklet is to hear the good news of the gospel from your fellow members. God’s love
for each of us, His saving Grace for our lives, His mighty arms to guide us, and knowing that we are held
close to Him like the
shepherd holds his
sheep, will be evident
every day in
Advent through these
devotions. God is
here and God is Love!
Thank you all for
sharing.
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Monday, November 30

Written by Gail Pertschi
1 Corinthians 1:4-7

John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the
forgiveness of sins. And people from the whole Judean countryside and all the people of
Jerusalem were going out to him, and were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing
their sins. Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist,
and he ate locusts and wild honey. He proclaimed, ‘The one who is more powerful than I is
coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of his sandals. I have
baptized you with water; but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.’ In
those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee
and was baptized by John in the Jordan.

Recently I had my eyes checked because I suspected I might need new glasses or at least new
lenses. Things had become a little fuzzy when looking through my current lenses. I was right.
New lenses were needed. Wow, what a difference it makes when looking through new lenses!
As I began reading this scripture from Mark and thinking about what I would write it became
apparent that this passage, as well as the book of Mark, was asking me to check my faith lens. Is
my focus clear or sometimes fuzzy? How do I see Jesus? Who is Jesus for me and if I claim him
as my Savior how does knowing that make a difference in how I live my daily life? Big questions.
This passage in Mark, the prologue, presents Jesus as the long hoped for Messiah, the Christ, the
Son of God, and the One who shows me how to live my daily life. John the Baptist points to
Jesus and says he is the One, look at him…listen to him…focus on him. Just like a new pair of
eye glasses/lenses makes things clearer, when I keep my eyes on Jesus I can more easily see
life through my lens of faith. That changes not only how I see things, but how I think and act and
speak. Just like new glasses/lenses do not give me perfect vision, focusing on Jesus helps me
remember who I am and whose I am, not perfect but loved and forgiven.
Because I am a kingdom kid I want not only to prepare this Advent to celebrate the birth of Christ
at Christmas, but to also live in the hope of a future where God’s Kingdom will be realized in all its
fullness… (I Corinthians 13:12) “Because now we see things imperfectly, like puzzling reflections
in a mirror, but then we will see everything with perfect clarity.”
We pray. Holy God, thank you for the gift of your Son, Jesus Christ. Help us to prepare our hearts
and minds to receive anew your Gift of Love. Enable us to keep our eyes on Jesus so that our
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Tuesday, December 1

Written by Connie Poovey
Psalm 24

The earth is the Lord’s and all that is in it,
the world, and those who live in it;
for he has founded it on the seas,
and established it on the rivers.
Who shall ascend the hill of the Lord?
And who shall stand in his holy place?
Those who have clean hands and pure hearts,
who do not lift up their souls to what is false,
and do not swear deceitfully.
They will receive blessing from the Lord,
and vindication from the God of their salvation.
Such is the company of those who seek him,
who seek the face of the God of Jacob.
Lift up your heads, O gates!
and be lifted up, O ancient doors!
that the King of glory may come in.
Who is the King of glory?
The Lord, strong and mighty,
the Lord, mighty in battle.
Lift up your heads, O gates!
and be lifted up, O ancient doors!
that the King of glory may come in.
Who is this King of glory?
The Lord of hosts,
he is the King of glory.
This is one of my favorite psalms – one I memorized as a child (although I can no longer remember all
those wonderful memorized passages, alas!). It brings great comfort to read that God is in control of
EVERYTHING in the world… to be reminded that He first created the seas – then the dry land – and
eventually humankind.
According to Gordon Churchyard in a commentary found at www.easyenglish.info, the hill of the Lord was
a hill in Jerusalem, where Solomon built the temple after David died. We can only ascend this hill if we
have ‘clean hands and a pure heart’ – in other words, if we are clean outside and inside where only God
can see. However, we know that as sinful humans, we can never be truly clean without the forgiveness of
God through Jesus.
When the Jews brought the ark into Jerusalem, they believed that God came in with it. God was so great
that they told the gates, “Lift up your heads”. Churchyard says that this means “God is great. He cannot
get under you. You must make more room”.
Isn’t that what the season of Advent is all about? Making more room for Christ in our hearts – taking the
time to consider the awesome gift that God gave to me and you in the form of the Christchild? I know that I
often get so caught up in the busy-ness of Christmas that I don’t take the time to let this wonderful truth
sink in. God loves us SO MUCH that He sent Jesus just so we could know and understand His love in a
very real, personal way.
May your Advent be full of moments of reflection and joy…
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Wednesday, December 2

Written by Pastor Suzanne Shoffner
Galatians 4:4-5

But when the fullness of time had come, God sent his Son,
born of a woman, born under the law, in order to redeem
those who were under the law, so that we might receive
adoption as children.

At just the right time in history, God surprised Mary with a pregnancy which must have caused
quite a problem among her relatives and friends. Mary was young, poor and vulnerable.
As a child in Ohio I looked forward to the time when my mother, sister and I would take the
crèche from the box and place it on our mantle in the living room. It looked the way a stable
should look and had an open roof, wooden sides and a manger with all the various animals
inside. My sister and I would carefully unwrap the tissue paper around each figure and place
them in the scene. The one we both wanted to unwrap was Mary. As I grew older and repeatedly
heard that Mary was so young, vulnerable and poor, I realized her story was not an easy one to
hear or understand.
When Martin and I moved to Palestine, the Christmas story became more real. We were sent
there by ELCA-Global Mission as coordinators for the YAGM (Young Adults in Global Mission.)
Martin secured housing and positions for six recent college graduates in Palestine. They would
be with us for eleven months. The next year six other young people would serve.
The day after our arrival, one of our neighborhood children came to the door and volunteered to
show me around. Where did we go? The Church of the Nativity in the heart of Bethlehem.
Haya, a twelve-year-old Muslim girl, held my hand every step of the way. She was my tour guide!
“We love Jesus, too.” she pointed out.
During the following years, Martin and I became close to all our Muslim neighbors. We shared
food with one another. We celebrated birthdays. We harvested olives with them. We wept over
Gaza. We experienced their welcoming in ways that were sometimes overwhelming.
Our neighbors live behind a twenty-six foot high wall, topped with razor wire which separates
them from access to the Mediterranean Sea which is only an hour away by car. Jerusalem is just a
few miles away, but they must pass through complex checkpoints in order to go there.
Mary was young, poor and vulnerable. Mary was the vessel God chose to bear the Christ Child.
Our neighbors in Bethlehem were also vulnerable and mostly poor. They were living under an
unfair occupation, and yet they opened their homes and hearts to us. Mary opened her heart to
the precious child who would be Light for the whole world. May we look for this light and love in
7

Thursday, December 3

Written by Bryan Pennington
John 1:29

The next day he saw Jesus coming towards him and declared, ‘Here is the Lamb of God
who takes away the sin of the world!

John the Baptist was told that he would see the spirit descending from Heaven and
it would remain on him, meaning Christ Jesus. He did not know Jesus but saw him and
the spirit on him; John baptized with water but exclaimed that Jesus would baptize with
the Holy Ghost. Moses gave the law and Jesus would give grace and truth. We've heard the
story before, how the Pharisees asked John who he is. Is he claiming to be the Christ? He
answers in no un-certain terms, he, John is not worthy to unlatch Christ's shoes. So, John
sees the Messiah, the spirit descending on him like a dove, Thanks be to God, John the
Baptist knows right away that God is with him and with the world, in the world. God's
love in human form, in person, right in front of him. Nothing will ever be the same. Praise
be to the Father above, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. As we know God's promise
to be true, have a wonderful Christ filled, love filled Christmas.
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Friday, December 4

Written by Robin Huffman
Ecclesiastes 3:1-8

For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter under heaven:
a time to be born, and a time to die;
a time to plant, and a time to pluck up what is planted;
a time to kill, and a time to heal;
a time to break down, and a time to build up;
a time to weep, and a time to laugh;
a time to mourn, and a time to dance;
a time to throw away stones, and a time to gather stones together;
a time to embrace, and a time to refrain from embracing;
a time to seek, and a time to lose;
a time to keep, and a time to throw away;
a time to tear, and a time to sew;
a time to keep silence, and a time to speak;
a time to love, and a time to hate;
a time for war, and a time for peace.

To everything turn, turn turn……I write this devotion as I grieve. I grieve the loss of a dear friend
who died too soon. I grieve the death of a father. I grieve the devastating diagnosis of a sibling. I
grieve the senseless loss of young lives in Paris….
There is a season turn, turn, turn…….I grieve suffering of my children. I grieve for my parents as
they leave their home of 60 years. I grieve for family estrangements, words that scald and scar. I
grieve for widowed aunts and fatherless children. I grieve for church members who find offense. I
grieve for the hurts I inflict upon others.
And a time for every purpose under heaven……Despite such sorrows, God’s love is big enough
to hold it all. Big enough to allow for so much—for borning, dying, planting, reaping, killing,
healing, breaking down, building up, weeping, laughing, mourning, dancing, stoning, gathering
stones, embracing, refraining, seeking, losing, keeping, tossing, tearing, sewing, keeping still,
speaking, loving, hating, warring, peacing.
Our God’s love is big enough to allow for differences, show tolerance, paint rainbows, point to
new beginnings, offer comfort, provide healing…..all the while as he walks us home.
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Saturday, December 5

Written by Dan Voelkert
1Peter 2:9

But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people, in order
that you may proclaim the mighty acts of him who called you out of darkness into his
marvelous light.
But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation,
God’s own people, in order that you may proclaim the mighty
acts of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous
light. 1Peter 2:9.
This time of year I turn on the TV news and see stories about
the “War on Christmas” or red coffee cups that have offended
some Christian somewhere. There are many times when
Christmas seems to less and less about Christ and more about
commercialism. On the other hand, some of these stories
seem overblown and exaggerated responses to
inconsequential things. These stories bring to mind the
following Facebook post from Rev. Travis Norton of
Community In Christ Lutheran Church, Cornelius NC.
“Friendly reminder to Christians. It is not the job of business or schools to keep Christ in Christmas, that's
our job. They've never been that good at celebrating our holy season anyway.”(italics mine)
That is a refreshing perspective. The Christmas holiday has pervaded the society and its meaning has been
diluted in the process. Christmas advertising seems to start right after Labor Day. There are layer upon
layer customs and lore that seem to cover up the true meaning of the season. Advent calendars have
become a countdown of shopping days until Christmas. Santa and Frosty and Rudolph are the main stories
of the season for many. All this seems wrong to the believer but we need to remember that it is not the job
of businesses or society in general to proclaim the message of Christmas. That’s our job.
The writer of 1 Peter tells us that we are God’s own people, a royal priesthood. As priests we are set aside
with one task—to proclaim God’s mighty acts that called us out of darkness. It is not the job of Target or
Sears to tell about the Incarnation. Even when the entertainment industry tries to tell the Christmas story,
it comes out a faint, saccharine copy of the original. Schools and governments are not bearers of the
message of salvation. When these entities try to tell what the season means, they usually get it wrong.
But don’t fault them. It is not their job. It is ours. We are the ones who were called out of the darkness
into the light. When we are confronted with these misstatements and corruptions of the Christmas message,
we should use them as a way to introduce the story of Christmas where the God of the universe came
among us in the form of a baby to accomplish our salvation. God’s grace in Christ calls us to share that
Good News. It is in this season that the Light of the world came among us. Let us share this Light.
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Sunday, December 6

Written by Debbie Riggs
Matthew 3:3

This is the one of whom the prophet Isaiah spoke when he said,
‘The voice of one crying out in the wilderness:
“Prepare the way of the Lord,
make his paths straight.” ’

What a wonderful season - a time to forget the bad and focus on what new lies ahead. In this
busy season we need to remember that God does prepare a way for us. We just need to trust
Him that He knows what is best for us. The path is straight and filled with His love. In this
Advent season we are not alone. God is there every step of the way making the path for us to
follow. He is our father watching over us and doing everything He can to give us the tools to
have all the love He has to offer. So take time to share the Love you have been given with
others, so everyone can feel the Love of God.
Father,
Thank you for loving us. Help us to follow the path you have made for us. Help us to share that
love with others. Amen
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Monday, December 7

Written by Pastor Gary Logan
Isaiah 40:3-5

A voice cries out:
‘In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord,
make straight in the desert a highway for our God.
Every valley shall be lifted up,
and every mountain and hill be made low;
the uneven ground shall become level,
and the rough places a plain.
Then the glory of the Lord shall be revealed,
and all people shall see it together,
for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.’
Wake up! Watch! Be Ready: ADVENT—GOD’S GONNA COME REAL SOON. Dance, sing and shout,
but don’t forget to do the preparation. Don’t forget to clear the road. Don’t forget to clear your soul. And
thus the work of advent begins.
Hope with a large serving of Christmas Carols is what we may want. The scriptures have in mind
watching, waiting, repentance, a time of turning to God in Christ before the Christ of God actually makes it
to town.
As for all that road building work, God is doing a new thing. He is preparing the way. God is working in
the lives of all faithful people to get to the hour of the birth of our Lord. God is bringing down his legions
from heaven to straighten the road, fill the valley, level the hill. Come Mary, come Joseph and I will do all
the work here as well.
Wake Up! Watch! Be Ready! ADVENT—GOD’S GONNA COME REAL SOON.
The LORD is coming through.
Glory of the Lord is gonna make

Prepare a royal highway for the
it real soon.
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Tuesday, December, 8

Written by Pastor Richard Goeres
Matthew 25:1-13

Then the kingdom of heaven will be like this. Ten bridesmaids took their lamps and went to
meet the bridegroom. Five of them were foolish, and five were wise. When the foolish took
their lamps, they took no oil with them; but the wise took flasks of oil with their lamps. As
the bridegroom was delayed, all of them became drowsy and slept. But at midnight there
was a shout, “Look! Here is the bridegroom! Come out to meet him.” Then all those
bridesmaids got up and trimmed their lamps. The foolish said to the wise, “Give us some of
your oil, for our lamps are going out.” But the wise replied, “No! there will not be enough for
you and for us; you had better go to the dealers and buy some for yourselves.” And while
they went to buy it, the bridegroom came, and those who were ready went with him into the
wedding banquet; and the door was shut. Later the other bridesmaids came also, saying,
“Lord, lord, open to us.” But he replied, “Truly I tell you, I do not know you.” Keep awake
therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour.
As one of my favorite comedians said not too long ago on the game show that he hosts, after a series of
hilarious and enjoyable answers from different members of a family suddenly took a turn in a very different
direction upon the response of the last sister: “Oh. Ok. Ok. Right now you’re killing my buzz. I was floatin’
along real nice here…” That’s exactly how today’s scripture makes me feel. Over the last days we have heard
words of promise and assurance and the coming glory of God, all hallmarks (no pun intended) of the Advent
season. For everything there is a season! We are a royal priesthood called out of darkness into God’s
marvelous light! Prepare the way of the Lord! Every valley shall be lifted up, and every mountain and hill be
made low! Yes, yes, yes, yes! We were floating along real nice here. But then, oh. Ok. This.
This text seems to lean less “hopeful, cheerful expectation” and more, “Be ready, or else!” I’m always
intrigued by how quickly we (myself included) let these more intimidating potential images of God
overwhelm the incredible grace and mercy of God revealed on the cross. It’s as if we secretly think God’s
Gospel of grace really is too good to be true. “See! I told you you’d better keep your lamp trimmed and oiled,
or else! I knew God wasn’t really that gracious and merciful. You best be prepared!” Or, worse yet, we don’t
really want God to be that gracious and merciful. “Oh good! I always knew I’d be “in” but I’m so glad to
know the ones who aren’t as prepared/obedient/faithful as me will be out! Guess they should’ve done a little
better!” Yet, as provocative as this parable can be, I have to admit that I’m not betting it all on the parable of
the ten bridesmaids. I’m betting it all on the cross, and resurrection. I’m all in on the idea
that God’s Gospel of grace really is both true and better, more inclusive, more beautiful
than we can yet imagine.
So, I’ll say this about the parable. Parables are supposed to be hard to understand, and this
one does its job well. Jesus’ parables aren’t riddles to figure out so much as tools that lead
us to contemplation, discernment, prayer and conversation. In these ways they open us up
to many new ways of seeing. In this parable, we might talk about the lack of preparedness of the “foolish” or
the selfishness of the “wise” who will not share. And yet what both groups have in common, it seems, is that
they place their trust only in the light they can muster. Maybe the point is that, when we do that, division
always ensues. Fear rules. Doors get shut and people get left out. So maybe the point for today is that when
we focus only on our own light, the light we bring to the situation, things are awfully scary and intimidating
and even exclusive, like in this parable.
Yet I can never hear this parable without remembering that, at the end of the scriptural story, when the New
Jerusalem comes down out of heaven from God, we hear that the city has no need of sun or moon to shine on
it, for the glory of God is its light, and its lamp is the Lamb. Its gates will never be shut by day – and there
will be no night there (Rev 21). If it’s up to only our own light(s), we end up with division and closed doors.
With Jesus Christ, the Lamb of God as our light and lamp, the gates are open and all are welcome home.
There will be no night there.
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Wednesday, December 9

Written by Daniel Thigpen
Matthew 24:30-31

Then the sign of the Son of Man will appear in heaven, and then all the tribes of the earth
will mourn, and they will see “the Son of Man coming on the clouds of heaven” with power
and great glory. And he will send out his angels with a loud trumpet call, and they will
gather his elect from the four winds, from one end of heaven to the other.
Have you ever made a guess at what the weather might be tomorrow? I know I have, but we’ll
never really know for sure what it could be. In Luke 21:28,31 it states “Now when these things
begin to happen, look up and lift up your heads, for your redemption draws near.” and “Even so,
when you see these things happening, the kingdom of God is near.” Based on current events, you
would think our Lords return is close. I believe God will return soon because of so much turmoil
around the globe. It’s crazy how much hatred there is in the world. Every night on the news
there’s a story of a murder or a terrorist group attempting to bring destruction and pain to the
world. When the Lord returns we’ll be blessed with his glory while others will be punished. We
can make a guess when the Lord might return, but only God in heaven knows when our Lord
Jesus Christ returns.
We pray. Lord we will never know what day you might return but with your strength and guidance we shall
not worry and be blessed when you will return. In your name, Amen.
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Thursday, December 10

Written by Barrett Brown
1 Corinthians 11:23-26

“For I received from the Lord what I also handed on to you, that the Lord Jesus on
the night when he was betrayed took a loaf of bread, and when he had given thanks, he
broke it and said, ‘This is my body that is for you. Do this in remembrance of me.’ In the
same way he took the cup also, after supper, saying, ‘This cup is the new covenant in my
blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.’ For as often as you eat this
bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.”

During the holiday season we sacrifice a lot of time and labor in preparing for and sharing meals for and with the
people that we love. All this effort is essentially a labor of love. One of the fondest memories people hold are the
memories of sharing meals with the families we were born into and the ones we choose. Across the table the
bonds of relationship are strengthened through sharing of special meals. What could be more special than the
meal that the Lord has handed to us.
The Lord has made the ultimate sacrifice for us. Our whole salvation is wrapped in His sacrifice that has resulted
in a new covenant. This scripture reminds us that the breaking of bread and sharing of wine in the sacrament of
Communion is an act of Love. The communion rail is a dining room table for all of that redeems humanity and
nourishes our soul. Just as the holiday meals we will all take part in strengthens our connections to those we love
on Earth and nourishes our bodies.
As we honor family traditions and create new memories this season, let’s remember that our love for one another
should be our focus, not the material things. Our capacity to love is increased as we remember that God is the
source of Love. This love was expressed best in His sacrifice of body and blood. We celebrate that every time we
break bread and drink the cup.
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Friday, December 11

Written by Wade Spencer
Matthew 1:18-23

Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been
engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found to be with child from the
Holy Spirit. Her husband Joseph, being a righteous man and unwilling to expose her to
public disgrace, planned to dismiss her quietly. But just when he had resolved to do this,
an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, ‘Joseph, son of David, do not be
afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She
will bear a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.’
All this took place to fulfil what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet:
‘Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son,
and they shall name him Emmanuel’,
which means, ‘God is with us.’
When I read this concerning the birth of Jesus Christ, The
Messiah and our Savior, I took it as a simple message and
thought how Great our Father in Heaven is. It is a very
simple account of the story of Joseph becoming Jesus’
earthly father by following God’s will. I reflected on the
story and realized the true complexity of this simple
account:
God, in His infinite Love, sent us a truly wonderful gift.
Jesus Christ. He is the Messiah, the Wonderful
Counselor of prophesies. The Savior of the world. God
Incarnate.
God in His infinite Love shows us that He truly does
have a purpose for those that choose to follow Him. This purpose consciously chosen in love, planned by
God and executed through His Will defines us as followers. God’s purpose in this instance? The roles of
Christ’s earthly parents given in Love; Mary, the virgin mother and Joseph the earthly father: Following
God’s plan, they received their roles with thought and prayer. As they followed God’s purpose, they were
protected through Jesus’ birth. God’s plans for us clearly demonstrate His Love for us.
God in His infinite Love for us, shows us using Mary as an example, to be wary of judging followers as they
fulfill God’s plans. We are not told how Joseph learned of the pregnancy. One can only guess. Either
Mary started to show, or he was informed by her or others. We are told, he was righteous and that he was
going to try to be discreet, in order to save her from disgrace. Joseph himself probably had doubts about her
fidelity. When He finally planned to divorce Mary, he had a divine dream that showed him not to set Mary
aside, but to follow God’s plan for her. We learn in this instance through His Love for us, that only God
alone knows His complete plan for every follower. Babies are God’s blessings, and a baby that truly shows
God’s infinite Love is the biggest blessing of all.
We pray. Father, Thank You for Your gift of Jesus. As we rejoice in Your Love and Your Gift during
Advent, help us to seek Jesus’ will, and discernment. Help keep us focused on those less fortunate than
16

Friday, December 12

Written by Clif Rippenhagen
John 1:14

And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as
of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth.
Many times in my life I have wondered what God must be like and how would God communicate
His love with His people at the onset of humanity. To sacrifice His only son to us as our gift of
eternal life is pure love indeed. Jesus is more than a great prophet or teacher, in fact he is “God
with us.” Jesus is the exact representation of God’s nature because he is God Himself. Whatever he
does he does with grace and whatever he says, He says in truth. If you want to understand what
God is like then look to Jesus. Truly the most precious gift.
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Sunday, December 13

Written by Frank Rhue
Isaiah 11:1-2

A shoot shall come out from the stock of Jesse,
and a branch shall grow out of his roots.
The spirit of the Lord shall rest on him,
the spirit of wisdom and understanding,
the spirit of counsel and might,
the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord.

Isaiah describes the illustrious personage who is the subject of this chapter using the image of
a slender twig or shoot; sprouting up from the root of a decayed and fallen tree. This little
sprout of a decayed tree will yet rise, expand and flourish. The prophet sees the Messiah as the
“shoot” that will rise out of the failure of the Jews to respond to God, and who will be
eminently holy, pure, and wise.
Isaiah prophesied the Holy Spirit, the third person of the sacred Trinity, descending upon the
Messiah producing wisdom, understanding, counsel, might, knowledge, and fear of the Lord
(that is piety). These are all attributes of God. Isaiah prophesied God and the Holy Spirit
pouring themselves into the Messiah. Isaiah already sees that the Trinity describes God during
the time when the Assyrians expanded their empire over 700 years before Christ was born into
our world.
What is the nature of the Trinity if God and the Holy Spirit pour wisdom, understanding,
counsel, might, knowledge, and fear of the Lord into Christ? Surely we know since we know
Christ. Christ tells us in John: 14:7, “If you know me, you will know my Father also. …” [NRSV].
The New Testament is clear that Christ commands Love. See Matthew 22:36-40, “Teacher,
which commandment in the law is the greatest?” He said to him, ‘You shall love the Lord your
God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind.’ This is the greatest and
first commandment. And a second is like it: ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ On these
two commandments hang
all the law and the
prophets.” [NSRV]
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Monday, December 14

Written by Sheila Gibson
Isaiah 40:1-2

Comfort, O comfort my people,
says your God.
Speak tenderly to Jerusalem,
and cry to her
that she has served her term,
that her penalty is paid,
that she has received from the Lord’s hand
double for all her sins.

This passage always brings to my mind the beauty of the
oratorio “The Messiah” by George Fridrich Handel; it is
opening aria of the piece, and whenever I hear it I know
that it is Christmas time again. The choosing of this
passage as the opening was truly a stroke of genius,
perhaps divine intervention, as a way to set the tone for
the focus of the first part of the oratorio, as it focuses on
the nativity of our Lord, as predicted by the Old Testament prophets. Who better than Isaiah to
start it off, with so many verses of this book that we know by rote captured in this first section of
the oratorio – but none more appropriate than these to distill the essence of the advent message.
The people of God had long suffered in captivity in Babylon, a captivity that they had caused, yet
still God acknowledges them as his people and has erased her debt by providing double goodness
and mercy in proportion to the punishment deserved for the sins that were committed. The
double goodness will be in the coming of the Messiah, who will free them from slavery and
oppression and provide them the land in which to live and serve their God that was so long
promised.
This advent season we too are in need of God’s comfort and mercy as we struggle to make sense
of the injustice and violence that is engulfing our world. We too should hope that these sins will
be erased, that our penalties will be paid because of God’s infinite grace and love in giving us a
savior who has taken them all away. Comfort us, Lord; be our light in the darkness; come to us,
Emmanuel.
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Tuesday, December 15

Written by Charlie Harris
Matthew 21:1-11

When they had come near Jerusalem and had reached Bethphage, at the Mount of Olives,
Jesus sent two disciples, saying to them, ‘Go into the village ahead of you, and
immediately you will find a donkey tied, and a colt with her; untie them and bring them to
me. If anyone says anything to you, just say this, “The Lord needs them.” And he will send
them immediately.’ This took place to fulfil what had been spoken through the prophet,
saying,
‘Tell the daughter of Zion,
Look, your king is coming to you,
humble, and mounted on a donkey,
and on a colt, the foal of a donkey.’
The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them; they brought the donkey and the
colt, and put their cloaks on them, and he sat on them. A very large crowd spread their
cloaks on the road, and others cut branches from the trees and spread them on the road.
The crowds that went ahead of him and that followed were shouting,
‘Hosanna to the Son of David!
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord!
Hosanna in the highest heaven!’
When he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was in turmoil, asking, ‘Who is this?’ The
crowds were saying, ‘This is the prophet Jesus from Nazareth in Galilee.’
December 18th. Have you marked your calendar? In just three days, the much anticipated latest version of
Star Wars will be available in movie theaters nationwide. The publicity for this coming event has been
almost as great as the 2016 Presidential race. The previews/trailers have been on TV, in movie theaters, in
newspapers/magazines, and the internet. It would be hard to escape the fact something big is going to
happen.
The story in Matthew is like a movie trailer. It is the foreword of something big to happen. It’s just that
the citizens of Jerusalem did not know it. In just a short week from the time of Jesus’s entrance into the
city, the crowds would no longer be crying “Hosanna to the Son of David” but “Crucify Him, Crucify
Him”! What they did not know was the most significant event in history was about to happen. A man
would to die in the cruelest of ways – on the cross. The son of God would die not to satisfy the paranoia of
the religious rulers, the laws of Rome, nor the
chants of the mob. Jesus Christ would die so
that we might live. Our sins would be
forgiven and that someday we would be
united with Christ in heaven! As we enter
into this holiday season, let’s give thanks not
just for the birth of a little baby, but for the
eternal life that is available to each of us.

We Pray. Heavenly Father, we do not
always see or know the future, but through
our faith in you we know the ultimate result.
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Wednesday, December 16

Written by Julie Russell
Luke 3:1-6

In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, when Pontius Pilate was governor of
Judea, and Herod was ruler of Galilee, and his brother Philip ruler of the region of Ituraea
and Trachonitis, and Lysanias ruler of Abilene, during the high-priesthood of Annas and
Caiaphas, the word of God came to John son of Zechariah in the wilderness. He went into
all the region around the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness
of sins, as it is written in the book of the words of the prophet Isaiah,
‘The voice of one crying out in the wilderness:
“Prepare the way of the Lord,
make his paths straight.
Every valley shall be filled,
and every mountain and hill shall be made low,
and the crooked shall be made straight,
and the rough ways made smooth;
and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.” ’
The past, the present, and the future: God was, and is and will be forever. These elements of time
are striking in this passage. God spoke through the prophet Isaiah. God’s word came to John at a
very specific moment in history. God’s promises for the future are as much for us as they were to
those who heard them first.
We humans are limited by an, let’s face it, often imprisoned by our place in time. Some of us have
pasts that we would like to forget. Some of us wish we could go back to “the way it used to be.”
Our present lives are often weighed down with burdens or worries or pains we’d like to escape.
Do you ever feel like you are spinning your wheels, stuck in one place while the world speeds by?
Some of us worry about the future. Will our kids be okay? Will our parents stay healthy? Will
we have enough to pay the mortgage next month? Can we ever afford to retire? Will I pass my
algebra test next week? Will I ever find true love? Some of us would rather avoid thinking about
the future at all: what is this world coming to?!?
How blessed are we that we are loved by a timeless and eternal God! He has been pursuing us
from the very beginning; loving us in spite of our “unloveableness”, forgiving us though we don’t
deserve it, and walking with us each day though we may be too distracted to hear his voice.
During Advent, we eagerly anticipate the celebration of the moment when our timeless and
eternal God stepped into human history. How incredible is that? He did it to teach us, to show us
his character, to show us what matters most to him, and most of all, to save us. He saved us from
our messy pasts, he saved us from o0ur self-centered presents, and he gave us the ultimate hope
for the future. No matter how high our mountains are or how crooked our paths are or how
rough our ways are, he will level and straighten and smooth until all of us see the salvation he
offers us through Jesus.

We pray. Dear God, thank you for entering our messy world through the sending of your son.
Thank you for holding us in your capable hands every day. Help us to live as forgiven and
deeply loved people, and remind us of the hope and assurance of an eternal future with you.
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Thursday, December 17

Written by Ellen Greeson
Isaiah 12:1-6

You will say on that day:
I will give thanks to you, O Lord,
for though you were angry with me,
your anger turned away,
and you comforted me.
Surely God is my salvation;
I will trust, and will not be afraid,
for the Lord God is my strength and my might;
he has become my salvation.
With joy you will draw water from the wells of
salvation. And you will say on that day:
Give thanks to the Lord,
call on his name;
make known his deeds among the nations;
proclaim that his name is exalted.
Sing praises to the Lord, for he has done
gloriously;
let this be known in all the earth.
Shout aloud and sing for joy, O royal Zion,
for great in your midst is the Holy One of Israel.

We all remember the love of a parent, after all we were all children once. As I reminded a student one
morning - everyone is someone's child! I am not sure that I convinced him that even adults are someone's
children though! As Christians, we are actually the child of both earthly parents and God the Father. In this
passage, I am reminded of the times that as a child, I felt like I had disappointed or angered my parents.
The reality of growing up in my home was that even though there may have been disappointment or
anger, nothing changed the fact that my parents loved and cherished me. They were great models of
parental love which I have tried to pass along to all the children I have raised and taught.
I have found in my own life that giving thanks to God does more than just being thankful. It changes my
perspective, outlook and attitude. This passage is all about thanksgiving in all situations and
circumstances. One thing that stands out to me here is the specific prayers of thanksgiving. We are to
give thanks in times of disappointment and anger, in times of reflecting about our salvation, in times of
recognizing the things that God has done to bless us and every time else in between.
Have you ever stopped to think about how your life might be different if you actually approached each day
with a thankful spirit and then carried that spirit throughout your day? It is a little like building stamina in
reading or working out. You need to practice that skill everyday and you will be stronger, more focused
and able to sustain the effort for longer periods of time. Today is a great day to make that a new practice.
Being thankful in all situations and circumstances, even when we are sure the day is gloomy. God is
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Friday, December 18

Written by Anonymous Writer
John 1:3-5

All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing came into being.
What has come into being in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. The
light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.

Jesus is the light of the world. During Advent, as we await the coming of our Lord, it might
seem like a dark time. But the light will overcome the darkness. We light a candle every
Sunday on the Advent Wreath leading up to Christmas where our sanctuary will be filled
with light. Our beautiful pew torches will shine brightly until Epiphany and the lights on
the Chrismon Tree will make the symbols of Christ even more outstanding.
With so much evil or darkness around us these days, it is comforting to know that the light
of Christ will overcome darkness.
The light is alive. It is the light of Christ alive in us!
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Saturday, December 19

Written by Cathi Mohundro
1 Thessalonians 3:9-13

How can we thank God enough for you in return for all
the joy that we feel before our God because of you? Night
and day we pray most earnestly that we may see you face
to face and restore whatever is lacking in your faith.
Now may our God and Father himself and our Lord Jesus
direct our way to you. And may the Lord make you
increase and abound in love for one another and for all,
just as we abound in love for you. And may he so
strengthen your hearts in holiness that you may be
blameless before our God and Father at the coming of
our Lord Jesus with all his saints.
In this passage, Paul is saying to his friends in Thessalonica that he loved them and knew they
loved him and that he hoped that love would help all of them lead lives worthy of Jesus. He said
this as a blessing or benediction.
As I read this passage, I reflect on family and friends that have come into my life. Each and every
one has blessed me with joy and most important love. How I respond to such a gift freely given
is my blessing and gift to them.
My cousin, Paula, passed away last January. She was just about to turn 50. She had had health
issues, including a stroke that left her a bit unsteady. I had meant to go see her, call her, keep in
touch even though she and her husband lived in NY and I in NC. But I didn’t. At Paula’s
memorial service, while relatives and friends were stepping up to say a few words about Paula,
all I could think of was “I should have… I could have…” “Why didn’t I …?”. My plea to those at
the service was, and remains today, don’t wait to say the things of your heart. Say them while
you can and those who have blessed you, can hear. Let them know how much they mean to you.
Thank God for them.
During this busy time of year, let’s be sure we let each other know just how blessed we are to
know our friends, have a family that loves us, and have a church family that welcomes us
openly.

We pray. Accept the offerings we bring each day, the work of our hands, the gifts of our labor,
our lives to serve you. Gladden our hearts as we watch for your coming and help us to share
that gladness with all. Amen
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Sunday, December 20

Written by Kim Darcy
Mark 10:14-15

But when Jesus saw this, he was indignant and said to them, ‘Let the little children
come to me; do not stop them; for it is to such as these that the kingdom of God
belongs. Truly I tell you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God as a little child
will never enter it.’

"Let the little children come to me". During this time of year it's a good thing to
remember. We sometimes get so busy, rushing around, we don't take time to enjoy the
wonder of the season like small children do. Jesus wants us to come to Him with the
same wonderment and enthusiasm that small children do - no expectations, just
unconditional love. As adults this is sometimes hard. We are in the fix-it-now mode. So,
in this season, we should step out of our comfort zone and enjoy God’s love like our
children and grandchildren, with stars in our eyes. So take time to be a child of God and
feel the love He has for you and share this wonderment and enthusiasm with others.
We pray. Father,
loving us. Help us
and share it with

thank you for
to see your love
others. Amen
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Monday, December 21

Written by Melinda Menz
Micah 5:2-3

But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah,
who are one of the little clans of Judah,
from you shall come forth for me
one who is to rule in Israel,
whose origin is from of old,
from ancient days.
Therefore he shall give them up until the time
when she who is in labour has brought forth;
then the rest of his kindred shall return
to the people of Israel.

While these verses were written over 3,000 years ago they continue to be a reminder for me of God’s
faithfulness. These verses were written during the Babylonian Captivity. God’s people had lost their way.
They had forgotten whose they were and what that meant for them as individuals but also as a community.
Although they may have turned their back on God, God continued to love and care for them. We know this
because God had a plan in place that would not only bring the Jews back to Him but also the Gentiles. This
verse is one of the Messianic prophesies foretelling that the Messiah would be born in Bethlehem. God was
present and active even if his actions were not recognized as such back then. I know that God is present at
all times, everywhere. Therefore, I should expect to see God at all times, everywhere. I can’t even imagine
how many times I have lost sight of him because I was looking for something else or I was too busy to see it
for what it was. Hopefully, during this advent season I will take the time to see joy, God in the moment.
We pray. Heavenly Father, we are thankful you are not too busy for us and you won’t leave us in this mess
by ourselves.
During this busy
time of the year
open our eyes
and ears to the
sights and the
sounds of the
season and open
our hearts to the
glory and
wonder of the
baby Jesus.
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Monday, December 22

Written by Colleen Macklin
Psalm 98:4-9

Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth;
break forth into joyous song and sing praises.
Sing praises to the Lord with the lyre,
with the lyre and the sound of melody.
With trumpets and the sound of the horn
make a joyful noise before the King, the Lord.
Let the sea roar, and all that fills it;
the world and those who live in it.
Let the floods clap their hands;
let the hills sing together for joy
at the presence of the Lord, for he is coming
to judge the earth.
He will judge the world with righteousness,
and the peoples with equity.
Actually, two distinct ideas come to mind as I read and reread this psalm. The first stanza is all
about the sounds of our lives. My favorite sound is the sound of my children’s voices when they
call or… more likely, I call them! At that moment, I know that Caitlin and Ian are safe and sound. I
think, sorry Tom, that these are my all-time favorite noises.
Other sounds that show me that God is Love are the hymns that we sing at church. On November
15th, we sang a song that we traditionally do not sing, “Blessing, Honor, Glory to the Lamb”. I enjoy
that hymn, first because it is beautiful, but second, it reminds me of the Easter Play at good ‘ol
Mud Creek Baptist Church in Flat Rock, North Carolina. I went to this play every year, the week
before Palm Sunday, and when I say play, I mean play. At least one hundred musicians, one
hundred actors and a member of the church who played Jesus that sang like, well, Christ! After the
Resurrection scene, the actor playing Christ spots a repentant Peter, walks to him and embraces
Peter and the entire cast sings this hymn… goose bumps, right!
The second stanza proclaims to me that God is Love because it reminds me of the medical journey
that Tom took this past year. Surely, the seas roared and the floods clapped their hands when
medicine seemed to abandon Tom and all of the noise in the world didn’t seem to bring us any
hope. Then we found an angel, a doctor who performed a miracle and again, the seas roared and
the floods clapped their hands in celebration as Tom began to heal. It was a God of Love who
directed us to this angel. Humorously, I wrote a letter to Tom’s surgeon calling him an angel. He
was so thrilled that he took this letter to this in-laws to prove that SOMEONE thought he was an
angel.
The God of Love comes in many shapes and sizes: sometimes in a song, a voice, a memory or a
miracle.
Glory be to God, the Father almighty
As it was in the beginning
Is now and ever shall be
World without end.
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Wednesday, December 23

Written by Stephanie Braxton
Luke 2:1-20

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be
registered. This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of
Syria. All went to their own towns to be registered. Joseph also went from the town of
Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was
descended from the house and family of David. He went to be registered with Mary, to
whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. While they were there, the time
came for her to deliver her child. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him
in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.

As I read this passage, I am drawn to the beginning and the end of the verse. “In those days…there was no
place for them…”. What were “those days” like? I imagine they were not very different from our own
modern times of today. Busy, hectic, crowded malls, traffic and more traffic. Especially during the holiday
season.
I imagine Bethlehem was so crowded with people because of the census that the only place left for Joseph,
Mary and baby Jesus, was a stable. I imagine that everyone was so busy that Mary had no help at all.
How ironic! Jesus came to give us peace and love. Yet we seem to have less time for Him than at any other
time of the year. Is it because we have “no room” for Christ in our busy lives?
During this joyous, but hectic season, let’s remember the birth of our Savior. Make room for Him, the one
that came to give us God’s love and grace.
Merry
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Wednesday, December 23

Written by John Gee
Luke 2:13-14

And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and
saying,
‘Glory to God in the highest heaven,
and on earth peace among those whom he favors!’

And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and
saying, “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he favors!”
DO YOU HEAR IT? LISTEN!! DO YOU HEAR IT?
One of our family’s favorite traditions is attending the Christmas Eve Service at Macedonia.
Even though it starts late in the evening and runs late in the night, we have always tried to
make it.
The Christmas Music is what I like best about this service. It has always appeared to me that
the music is simply heavenly. The candle light might be what helps create this feeling, but I
think that the picture of the heavenly host, praising God, as painted in these Bible verses,
comes to life in our Service. I love to hear our Choir and our Magnificent Organ, oh, and
how about the Cathedral Brass. What great musicians they all are!
The sounds of Christmas. That is how Christmas should be celebrated, with a whole host of
human angels, praising God, and using their God given talents to announce the birth of our
Savior.
This is my time to stop and listen.
Listen to the Music of Christmas. Do you hear it?
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Wednesday, December 25

Written by Tom Macklin
1 John 4:7-16

Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who loves is born of
God and knows God. Whoever does not love does not know God, for God is love. God’s
love was revealed among us in this way: God sent his only Son into the world so that we
might live through him. In this is love, not that we loved God but that he loved us and sent
his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Beloved, since God loved us so much, we
also ought to love one another. No one has ever seen God; if we love one another, God
lives in us, and his love is perfected in us.
By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us of his Spirit.
And we have seen and do testify that the Father has sent his Son as the Saviour of the
world. God abides in those who confess that Jesus is the Son of God, and they abide in
God. So we have known and believe the love that God has for us.
God is love, and those who abide in love abide in God, and God abides in them.

This reading is steeped in love. We can imagine that John was steeped in love, by the way he writes and
talks about God. John appears philosophical, insightful, inspiring, encouraging and loving, along with many
other fine spiritual attributes.
One of the real benefits of the love of God is that God meets us where we are. Whatever state of mind or
condition we are in, God meets us where we are. Wherever love is present God is. The essence of God is
love our reading tells us.
Think of a close relationship you have with someone, a parent, a spouse, your children, siblings, a
significant other. We do things for those we love not because they are required, nor because we want to
avoid unpleasant treatment, nor because we expect some type of reward or gift, we do good things for them
out of love. Love drives our loving behavior.
John states that God is love. And God is in all things, including us. Certainly we do not deserve nor earn all
of the love, and blessings, we get from God. We have received many blessings when we take time to think
about it. God in fact loves us so much that he sent his only Son to be “the atoning sacrifice for our sins”.
God reveals himself to us through Jesus, and the Spirit. God loves us so much that He wants to help us
develop a right relationship with him. We want to have a right relationship with those we love, but we love
them just the same, deserved or not. Such it is with God, John tells us. By the grace of God, through prayer,
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