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Sunday, December 2, 2018

Written by Pastor Suzanne Shoffner
Jeremiah 33: 14-16

The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will fulfill the promise I made to the house of Israel and
the house of Judah. In those days and at that time I will cause a righteous Branch to spring up for David;
and he shall execute justice and righteousness in the land. In those days Judah will be saved and Jerusalem
will live in safety. And this is the name by which it will be called: “The Lord is our righteousness.”
We begin our observance of this Advent Season with the Prophecies of Jeremiah who was born in the “best
of times.” King Josiah had led the people to revival and renewal through the study of scriptures and also
the removal of outward signs of idolatry in the land. But clouds were looming all around, from Babylon to
Assyria and even south to Egypt. Doesn’t that sound similar to things going on in the Middle East
today? King Josiah led Judah into a disastrous war against Egypt because he thought the great powers
would go against each other, but this led to the king being killed. Judah was in shambles, civic life was
destroyed and Babylonian armies ravaged the cities around Jerusalem. (588 BC) Jeremiah was imprisoned
because he spoke truth to power. He criticized the ones who told the people to submit to the Babylonians.
Jeremiah prophesied that God would restore the people with whom God had made an everlasting covenant
and that a descendant of David would come to reign with justice and equity. This message was important
and Jeremiah risked everything to proclaim it!
The message of Advent is that you and I realize that Jeremiah’s message is accomplished in Jesus Christ,
the Son of God, the Word made flesh who came into this world to bring reconciliation with God. We
believe this prophecy, given to God’s people in the darkest of times, has been fulfilled and we can see
beyond the difficulties of our own lives. Jesus Christ demonstrated to us during the thirty-three years of his
life that he understands the burdens we bear. He makes it possible for all of us to be known as sisters and
brothers of Jesus Christ our Savior and friend.
On this first Sunday of Advent, in the year of our Lord 2018, we commit to live into this promise given to
us through Jeremiah, his prophet. May we find the hope, the purpose and the peace found in Jesus Christ.
In the name of the Father, Son and holy Spirit.
AMEN
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Monday, December 3, 2018

Written by Colleen Macklin
Mark 1:4-9

John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the
forgiveness of sins. And people from the whole Judean countryside and all the people of
Jerusalem were going out to him, and were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing
their sins. Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist,
and he ate locusts and wild honey. He proclaimed, ‘The one who is more powerful than I is
coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of his sandals. I have
baptized you with water; but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.’ In those days Jesus
came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan.
“As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ and by his authority… powerful words spoken
every week in the ELCA churches worldwide, and I suspect in many other churches, as well. Our clergy
hold a sacred space in the life of the church. They are “God with us” in many ways. As I read the reading
from Mark that I was asked to comment on, two clergy came to mind as examples of the way that God has
been with me in my life and in the lives of my children and my husband.
John the Baptist was one wild and crazy guy and so was Pastor Dick Bidwell, Pentecost Lutheran Church
on the corner of 53rd and Burleigh in Milwaukee, WI. He was about six foot, four and weighed well over
two hundred pounds. The description that you just read from Mark was exactly the description of Pastor
Bidwell on the morning of Caitlin’s baptism. Now Caitlin’s baptism was special for everyone at Pentecost,
for her adoptive journey into the Macklin family was familiar to everyone in our congregation. The
morning, in the life of the church, when we commemorate John the Baptist during Advent, Bidwell was in
full John mode. As we walked up to the baptismal font, John the Baptist took Caitlin into his arms and
marked her with the cross of Christ forever. Then he lifted her up above his head and presented her to the
congregation, walking up and down the aisles of Pentecost Lutheran Church. He continued to have a
special relationship with Caitlin; I can remember so many times when Caitlin would fall asleep in his arms
in the parlor during a Bible Study or just during an informal conversation. “God with us.”
Going back fifteen years, another clergy, Donovan Palmquist was “God with us.” “Pastor “P”, as he was
lovingly known, was the campus pastor at the University of Wisconsin, Milwaukee. There were over
seventeen thousand students there when Tom and I attended but the biggest crowds were not at football
games or in a dorm, but on bus stops for most students at UW,M didn’t have money for dorms; we were a
poor bunch of students, most of us the first in the family to go to college. But there were places where
students congregated: each denomination supported a “campus house”, a place where students of that
denomination could gather for friendship, fellowship and worship. Pastor “P” was the pastor at the LCA
house on campus. He was “God with us” during the tumultuous 60’s and 70’s. I would stop into his office
and talk to him about my struggles in understanding the horror of the Vietnam
Conflict. I would worship with him at our frequent, Agape Feasts. The campus
house was where I met my husband, Tom. Pastor “P” was the pastor who married
us in 1971. He went on to become pastor at a storefront church in downtown
Milwaukee, ministering the homeless, the alienated, apartment dwellers and us, for
the Village Church became our church after college graduation.
Our clergy, by their commitment to be “God with us”, in the world, comfort us,
guide us and like, John the Baptist help us to prepare for the coming of Christ,
yesterday, today, and at the time when we will joyfully, and for eternity see our
God.
God with us, hallelujah!
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Tuesday, December 4, 2018

Written by John Gee
Psalm 19:1-4

The heavens are telling the glory of God; and the firmament proclaims his handiwork.
Day to day pours forth speech, and night to night declares knowledge.
There is no speech, nor are there words; their voice is not heard;
Yet their voice goes out through all the earth, and their words to the end of the world.
In rural northeastern North Carolina there are many isolated areas that have very little if any business. One
such area is Hyde County. The official Hyde County Chamber of Commerce brochure states "Take the
Road less Traveled." It goes on to state "What is missing in Hyde? Crowded conditions, large shopping
malls, stoplights, concrete jungles, and wall-to-wall people are alien to this goodly land." You can also add
these items to this list; most of the time NO internet, cell phone, or TV reception. As I have gotten older this
is my kind of place!!
What Hyde County does have is a great view of the night sky, and Natures awesome beauty day and night.
In this region, looking at all the stars above and not hearing a sound, I can feel what the Psalmist is saying.
The 100 billion stars or so that are supposedly in the firmament above, make an all powerful silent
statement. A silent statement that human words and voices cannot describe.
When looking at the heavens we can feel how insignificant we are, and at the same time, how significant we
must be. Significant, that with all the dots in the sky, God so loved this world, that he sent his only Son,
Here.
The hymn Silent Night must have been written by someone having this same celestial experience.
"Silent night, holy night, All is calm all is bright"
"Silent night, holy night,
Shepherds quake at the sight;
Glories stream from heaven afar,
Heavenly hosts sing, Alleluia,
Christ, the Saviour, is born!"

Father thank you for giving us lips to speak, ears to hear and eyes to see. Be with us so that we know how
and when to use all our gifts to your Glory. Amen
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Wednesday, December 5, 2018

Written by Bryan Pennington
Galatians 4:4-5

But when the fullness of time had come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under the law, in order to
redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as children.
The coming of Christmas probably means different things to different people. Hopefully as Christians we
look forward to and recognize Christ's birth as a celebration of God's gracious love to bring us closer to him
as his children , sons and inheritors of the kingdom come thru Christ Jesus. Christ was his son and through
Christ we too are considered sons or children of the greatest inheritance anyone could ever imagine.
Frankly, in our wildest imagination, we can't come close to ever imagining or understanding the greatness of
this gift. Jesus is the gift; he shows us who God is. I hope those who pass out presents and celebrate will
recognize what the meaning and significance of Christmas really is. That's a Christmas wish that will make
life better for all. Merry Christmas.
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Thursday, December 6, 2018

Written by Sam Meares
2 Samuel 7:28-29

And now, O Lord God, you are God, and your words are true, and you have promised this good thing to
your servant; now therefore may it please you to bless the house of your servant, so that it may continue
forever before you; for you, O Lord God, have spoken, and with your blessing shall the house of your
servant be blessed forever.’
David's prayer is full of requests of devout affection toward God. He had low thoughts of his own merits,
worth, and existence. All that we have and hold in highest love, must be looked upon as Divine gifts. In
the proceeding verses of 2 Samuel, David speaks very highly and honorably of the Lord's favors to him.
Considering what the character and condition of our world is, we may be amazed that God should deal with
him as he does.
The promise of Christ includes all. If the Lord God be ours, what more can we ask, or think of? He knows
us better than we know ourselves (Psalm 139); therefore, let us be satisfied with what he has done for us.
What can we say more for ourselves in our prayers, than what God has said for us in his promises? David
ascribes all to the free grace of God. Both the great things He had done for him, and the great things He
had made known to him.
When we pray, how many of us have our hearts to seek? David's heart was found and was fixed on God’s
promises. Our hearts must be gathered in from its wanderings, entirely engaged to our duty. That prayer
which is from our tongues only, will not please God. It must be found in our hearts that must be lifted up
and poured out before God.
We build our faith upon the sureness of God's promises. David prays for the performance of the promise.
With God, saying and doing are not two things, as they often are with us! God will do as he has said. The
promises of God are not made to us by name, as to David, but they belong to all who believe in Jesus
Christ, and plead prayers and supplication in his name.
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Friday, December 7, 2018

Written by Melinda Menz
Ecclesiastes 3:1-8

For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter under heaven:
a time to be born, and a time to die;
a time to plant, and a time to pluck up what is planted;
a time to kill, and a time to heal;
a time to break down, and a time to build up;
a time to weep, and a time to laugh;
a time to mourn, and a time to dance;
a time to throw away stones, and a time to gather stones together;
a time to embrace, and a time to refrain from embracing;
a time to seek, and a time to lose;
a time to keep, and a time to throw away;
a time to tear, and a time to sew;
a time to keep silence, and a time to speak;
a time to love, and a time to hate;
a time for war, and a time for peace

As I was trying to figure out what this reading was saying to me, I ran across an article that talked about
the seasons of one’s life. It talked about how Spring is a time of beginnings. Anytime one starts
something new it involves a lot of hard work. It is a time filled with excitement, energy and being very
busy. Summer is the time when you nurture the things that you have started. Fall is when those projects
come to an end. It is a time to celebrate what God is doing through us and around us. Winter is a time of
replenishment. It is easy to bypass this step but it is important. After experiencing spring, summer and
fall we are a different person and we need to let some things go before we start this cycle over. We can’t
continue to carry everything with us and still be ready for what God wants us to do when it becomes
spring again.
Good and gracious God. You lead us through the seasons of life. As we go through the cycles of life help
us to learn when and what we need to let go of so that we will be ready for all that you have in store for
us.
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Saturday, December 8, 2018

Written by Macray Braxton
1 Peter 2:9

But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people, in order that you may
proclaim the mighty acts of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light.
God chooses everyone. No matter who you are or where you happen
to be born, God chose you. This is what I have learned throughout my
Christian life. It’s always been kind of confusing to me but also comforting
knowing that even my friends of other faiths are still counted in for
God’s holy nation.
I have also always learned that there is nothing we can possibly do to
push God completely away from us. That He will forgive us for every
sin we ever commit no matter how bad we as people see it. God sees all
sin the same and will be with us for every single one.
I can remember hearing a story about God always walking with us that
went something like this:
Jesus was walking with a woman on a beach looking back at the
life she had lived represented in footprints in the sand. The
woman asked:
“Why is it that during the hard times in my life, there are only
one set of footprints? Why would you leave me during my
hardest moments?” Jesus Replied saying, “Where you see only
one set of footprints, that is when I put you on my back and
carried you through the hard times. I am always with you.”
Now, I don't know if I said that exactly right, but you get the idea. God
is with us always and forever. We must spread His Grace throughout the
world, that's the least we could do for all the back-pain God must have from
carrying 7.7 billion people.
Let us all give God a spiritual back massage by spreading His word
throughout the world.
Merry Christmas.
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Sunday, December 9, 2018

Written by Jayne Tapia
Matthew 3:3

This is the one of whom the prophet Isaiah spoke when he said,
‘The voice of one crying out in the wilderness:
“Prepare the way of the Lord,
make his paths straight.”

Isaiah was certainly one of the best prophets of all. When he stated to the people “prepare the way of the
Lord”, he wanted them to realize that the Lord would come to earth. Jesus certainly carried out God’s
mission. In our time we need to always be prepared for Jesus’ return to earth by the way we think, and
pray, and by all our deeds and actions. I use Jesus’s words and actions as my guide to understand if I am
sinning. I pray each day to be in God’s will and to follow the path He has established for me.
Christmas is such a wonderful time to praise and glorify God for His gift of Jesus, our Savior and Lord!
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Monday, December 10, 2018

Written by Gail Pertschi
Isaiah 40:3-5

A voice cries out:
‘In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord,
make straight in the desert a highway for our God.
Every valley shall be lifted up,
and every mountain and hill be made low;
the uneven ground shall become level,
and the rough places a plain.
Then the glory of the Lord shall be revealed,
and all people shall see it together,
for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.’

This passage of Scripture is reminiscent of the Exodus story where God’s people escaped (set free) from the
harsh life lived in Egypt and wandered in the “wilderness” and Moses brought God’s Word to them on
tablets (not iPad). Here in this passage of Isaiah we see again God still loving his people who had been
exiled to a foreign land and speaking words of comfort to them through his prophet Isaiah. Get ready, he is
coming to rescue you. And when he does, oh what a day! Everybody will know!
I may never have experienced wandering for 40 years (I couldn’t walk that far.) or having been exiled.
What I can relate to is that God has always been there to rescue me, to hear my cry, to provide his peace and
comfort when all I could see was the “wilderness”. His Word of love has come through his written Word,
through times of prayer, and through others who have spoken his Word of comfort to me.
Like God’s people in the Exodus story and in the Isaiah passage I am reminded (especially during the
season of Advent) that God is always coming to us, asking us to make room in our hearts and life for Him.
He’s coming again, ready or not! How will I, how will you, prepare for his coming anew? I don’t think
cleaning my house is the answer, but maybe stopping long enough in this busy season to open my hands and
heart so that I can receive his Gift of Love is what this preparation thing is all about.
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Tuesday, December 11, 2018

Written by Cheryl English
Matthew 25:1-13

‘Then the kingdom of heaven will be like this. Ten bridesmaids took their lamps and went to meet the
bridegroom. Five of them were foolish, and five were wise. When the foolish took their lamps, they took no
oil with them; but the wise took flasks of oil with their lamps. As the bridegroom was delayed, all of them
became drowsy and slept. But at midnight there was a shout, “Look! Here is the bridegroom! Come out to
meet him.” Then all those bridesmaids got up and trimmed their lamps. The foolish said to the wise, “Give
us some of your oil, for our lamps are going out.” But the wise replied, “No! there will not be enough for
you and for us; you had better go to the dealers and buy some for yourselves.” And while they went to buy
it, the bridegroom came, and those who were ready went with him into the wedding banquet; and the door
was shut. Later the other bridesmaids came also, saying, “Lord, lord, open to us.” But he replied, “Truly I
tell you, I do not know you.” Keep awake therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour.
Was it procrastination that made the foolish bridesmaids show up with no oil for their lamps? Putting
things off sometimes ends up causing a rush at the last minute and often missing out on something one had
intended to do. Tis the season that we need to slow down, organize & prioritize so that we can enjoy all the
activities of church and family. Don’t miss out on anything.
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Wednesday, December 12, 2018

Written by Gary Logan
Matthew 24:30-31

Then the sign of the Son of Man will appear in heaven, and then all the tribes of the earth will mourn, and
they will see “the Son of Man coming on the clouds of heaven” with power and great glory. And he will
send out his angels with a loud trumpet call, and they will gather his elect from the four winds, from one
end of heaven to the other.
Matthew 24 brings us to the final times, the second coming of the Son of Man. Matthew was writing
primarily to a Jewish community that was very familiar with the apocalyptic (end time) images that are
presented here. Early in the chapter Matthew even refers back to Daniel,s end time images which are
reflected here.
During Advent, we prepare for the coming of Christ not just as the baby Jesus, but also as the Son of Man
coming at the end of time. The admonition for us is to be prepared.
We are called to be prepared for the end of time, and also to be prepared for our own end. As Advent
Christians, there is Good News for us. Jesus has accomplished everything for us. All of this end time talk
has already been fulfilled in Christ. For us the end and the beginning are tied together in our Lord.
For this reason in the Advent season we have real reason for hope, joy, and celebration. When we see the
baby Jesus we also see the Lord who already overwhelmed death and destruction both now and at the end,
to assure us of the Lord’s presence with us eternally.
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Thursday, December 13, 2018

Written by Sheila Gibson
1 Corinthians 11:23-26

For I received from the Lord what I also handed on to you, that the Lord Jesus on the night when he was
betrayed took a loaf of bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and said, ‘This is my body that is
for you. Do this in remembrance of me.’ In the same way he took the cup also, after supper, saying, ‘This
cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.’ For as often
as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

It certainly is serendipitous for me to write this devotional the week before the observed Thanksgiving
holiday, the day on which families and friends gather to share a meal and reflect on the blessings that have
been afforded to them in the past year. Soon we will be shopping, cleaning and cooking, preparing for the
arrival of family, friends and neighbors to share in the bounty of the season, or we may be preparing to
travel to the place where the holiday will be observed. At the meal, we will catch up on what’s new, regale
each other with stories of the past, welcome new additions to the assembly and remember those who are no
longer with us.
These verses also describe a special meal, the most special meal for us as Christians, where Jesus shares
with his closest friends, via the use of the simple elements of bread and wine, the way in which they can
honor and remember him. Jesus intended this “meal” to be a continually practiced celebration for his
followers to join together in community. The purpose of the gathering is for us to remember that where we
are, that he is with us, always and forever and for us to be thankful for the ultimate blessing he provided to
us – his very life for our everlasting life.
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Friday, December 14, 2018

Written by Debbie Riggs
Matthew 1:18-23

Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been engaged to
Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found to be with child from the Holy Spirit. Her husband
Joseph, being a righteous man and unwilling to expose her to public disgrace, planned to dismiss her
quietly. But just when he had resolved to do this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and
said, ‘Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the child conceived in her is
from the Holy Spirit. She will bear a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his people from
their sins.’ All this took place to fulfil what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet:
‘Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son,
and they shall name him Emmanuel’,
which means, ‘God is with us.’
God is with us! He keeps his promise. God is always there for us. If we were in Joseph’s shoes, with the
choices he was facing. How would we handle an Angel coming to us in a dream? In fact, we do have
messages from God all the time. In good times and bad. We just have to be willing to accept them. That’s
the hard part. We may not get a life changing message every day. We do get them in many different ways
and times. A smile from a friend, a song, a sermon, a hug. So, in this Advent season, we need to slow down
look and listen for the reassurance God is with us.
Father,
Thank you for this time to reconnect with you. Help us to be open to hearing you. Be with our family and
friends. Thank you for sending you son. Amen.
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Saturday, December 15, 2018

Written by Connie Poovey
John 1:14

“And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s only
son, full of grace and truth.”

As we anticipate the birth of Christ during this Advent season, angels and shepherds and wise men and stars
and mangers fill our thoughts. But none of that really has any meaning without this verse. The ‘Message’
says it this way:
The Word became flesh and blood, and moved into the neighborhood. We saw the glory with our
own eyes, the one-of-a-kind glory, like Father, like Son, generous inside and out, true from start to
finish.
I remember as a child hearing my pastor explain the incarnation this way: If you were in a field watching a
bunch of hard-working ants, and wanted to communicate with them, how would you do it? They don’t
understand our language; all they see is some huge, scary, loud THING. The only way to get through to
them would to become an ant yourself. And that’s what God did for us.
Rick Ezell (in a sermon “I have come” found on the internet) said that ‘Jesus became a visible expression of
the invisible God’. That was the only way God could express Himself in a language we could understand.
Jesus was God wrapped in human flesh.
And then Jesus ‘moved into the neighborhood’. Picture that! He set up a tent in our back yard so He could
REALLY get to know us and we could get to know Him!!! God wants to be close to us – He wants a lot of
interaction with us. So He came to US. When Jesus walked around in the neighborhood, people could see
Him, touch Him, listen to Him – and see God’s glory shining through Him. The ‘one-of-a-kind’ glory!
Finally, Jesus offered grace and truth. Grace – the foundation of our Lutheran heritage – what a GIFT!
Nothing we deserve, nothing we can ever earn - but overflowing from God’s boundless generosity. And
truth – something we can always depend on; God’s truth is consistent, predictable and trustworthy. True
from start to finish.
Again from Rick Ezell: “Because Jesus is grace-full, we can come just as we are to Him. We don’t have to
clean ourselves up first. Because He is truth-full, we can come in complete confidence that He will keep his
promises.”
There is no greater gift.
May the abundant love of Christ fill your hearts this Advent season!
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Sunday, December 16, 2018

Written by Sam Sink
Isaiah 11:1-2

“A shoot shall come out from the stock of Jesse,
and a branch shall grow out of his roots.
The spirit of the Lord shall rest on him,
the spirit of wisdom and understanding,
the spirit of counsel and might,
the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord.
These words invoke the coming of Jesus both 2000 years ago and again sometime—no one knows exactly
when—in the future. But what are we supposed to do in the meantime? Well, taking the lyrics from a
popular song from the 60’s, Wishin’ and Hopin,’ as our inspiration, we can at least have a suggestion. Just
think of the love of Christ instead of romantic love and what do you find here?
Wishing and hoping and thinking and praying
Planning and dreaming each night of His charms
That won't get you into His arms

Just wishing and hoping and thinking and praying
And planning and dreaming, His kisses will start
That won't get you into His heart
So if you're thinking how great true love is

You can share, all you gotta do
Is hold Him and kiss Him and love Him
And show Him that you care

All you gotta do is hold Him and kiss Him
and squeeze Him and love Him
Just do it and after you do
You will be His

Show Him that you care just for Him
Wear your hair just for Him 'cause you won't get
Him
Thinking and a praying, wishing and a hoping

YOU WILL BE HIS!

Just sitting back and wishing and hoping for something to happen won’t cut it—we have to SHOW Him
that we care just for Him (as opposed to our naturally selfish habits) by doing the things He wants us to do.
Wear our hair just for Him might be a little hard to figure out, but what might we wear, or exhibit, in our
daily lives that would show others that we love Jesus? You get the idea. So let’s all of us show that we
know that true love—the love of Christ—is GREAT!
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Monday, December 17, 2018

Written by Pastor Richard Goeres
Isaiah 40:1-2

Comfort, O comfort my people,
says your God.
Speak tenderly to Jerusalem,
and cry to her
that she has served her term,
that her penalty is paid,
that she has received from the Lord’s hand
double for all her sins.
These verses are the very first words of the
one whom scholars call Second Isaiah. The
book of Isaiah is really a collection of three
different prophetic oracles. First Isaiah (chs.
1-39) foretells the coming judgment of
Jerusalem, her impending fall into
Babylonian hands, and the long ache of
exile and captivity that awaits God’s people
in those days. Now, Second Isaiah suddenly
begins by speaking to God’s people from
the other side of that tribulation, which has
indeed come to pass.
From there, we hear cries of mourning
suddenly transformed into cries of comfort.
Tender exclamations (!) of assurance are
spoken to the very heart of God’s people.
“The warfare is finally over! A full pardon
has come! The consequences of sin did not
win, in the end!”
Our failures and faltering as God’s people are the subject of so many of scripture’s words, but they are
not the first word, and they are absolutely never the last word. In Advent, we remember to take heart in
this, together. Even in the midst of our own tribulations, we cling to the tender compassion of our God
who is already clinging to us. God is with us and will never let us go. And so, even here, we can already
look to the other side. We can set our sights on the risen One who holds our future. Even now we hear
his own tender exclamations of assurance: a glorious transformation is coming for you - for y’all - too!
With God, the last Word is always worth the wait.
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Tuesday, December 18, 2018

Written by Julie Russell
Matthew 21:1-11

When they had come near Jerusalem and had reached Bethphage, at the Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two
disciples, saying to them, ‘Go into the village ahead of you, and immediately you will find a donkey tied, and
a colt with her; untie them and bring them to me. If anyone says anything to you, just say this, “The Lord
needs them.” And he will send them immediately.’ This took place to fulfill what had been spoken through
the prophet, saying, 'Tell the daughter of Zion, Look, your king is coming to you, humble, and mounted on a
donkey, and on a colt, the foal of a donkey.’ The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them, they
brought the donkey and the colt, and put their cloaks on them, and he sat on them. A very large crowd
spread their cloaks on the road, and others cut branches from the trees and spread them on the road. The
crowds that went ahead of him and them that followed were shouting, 'Hosanna to the Son of David!
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! Hosanna in the highest heaven! When he entered
Jerusalem, the whole city was in turmoil, asking, 'Who is this?’ The crowds were saying, ‘This is the prophet
Jesus from Nazareth in Galilee.’
“Who is this?” Many in Jesus’ day asked this question, often receiving different answers. A prophet, a rabbi,
a carpenter, the messiah, a king, the son of David. He was all of these things. He was also a son, a brother, a
friend, a story teller, a healer, and a radical. He lifted up the poor, the sick, the outsider, the lowly, and he
called the rich and powerful insiders to account. He taught about love and forgiveness and sacrifice, and
more than anything showed the heart of his Father. How would you answer the question, “Who is this?”
today? During this Advent season, I think about the king who entered Jerusalem on a donkey, who was born
to a teenage girl in a stable, and whose arrival was heralded by angels! Not just the King of the Jews, not
just the King of the world, but the King of all creation, who loved us enough to humble himself, become one
of us, and show us exactly what “God is with us” truly means!
Lord Jesus, Thank you for leaving your throne to be with us! Transform us into people who
would leave our high places to love others, too! Amen.
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Wednesday, December 19, 2018

Written by Frank Rhue
Luke 3:1-6

In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, when Pontius Pilate was governor of Judea, and
Herod was ruler of Galilee, and his brother Philip ruler of the region of lturaea and Trachonitis, and
Lysanias ruler of Abilene, during the high-priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to
John son of Zechariah in the wilderness. He went into all the region around the Jordan, proclaiming a
baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins, as it is written in the book of the words of the prophet
Isaiah,
'The voice of one crying out in the wilderness:
"Prepare the way of the Lord,
make his paths straight.
Every valley shall be filled,
and every mountain and hill shall be made low,
and the crooked shall be made straight,
and the rough ways made smooth;
and all flesh shall see the salvation of God."’

In this passage, known as “The Proclamation of John the Baptist,” Luke tells the reader exactly when John
prepared the world to recognize the presence of the Christ among us here in the flesh. He defines the time
by mentioning the secular rulers in the area and the Jewish priests in power. Luke makes sure that the Jews
understand that John is from God by using the language that was used to describe the to call of the old
testament prophets’; “…the word of God came to John…”
Luke writes that the people need to prepare for Christ’s coming by making needed corrections. He refers to
the prophecy in Isaiah 40:3-5 to make sure the Jews understand that he refers to the coming of the Messiah.
In that passage, Isaiah describes the need for correction by straiting paths and leveling of the valleys and
hills; all will be made smooth for the Christ to
come in the world.
How are they to prepare? Through baptism.
Interesting that baptism was used to cleanse
gentiles when they wanted to become Jews.
Luke says we need to be cleansed by baptism
to be prepared to serve God. So, the Jews
themselves must be cleaned by baptism.
We are in the season of the church year when
we are waiting to celebrate Jesus coming
among as one of us? We also need to prepare
for that renewal as Isaiah and John told folks
in their times. We need to use this time to
reflect on how we are responding to God’s gift
of Christ and our own baptism to prepare for
the celebration.
Fortunately, we have the gift of Advent to make that preparation. There are only a few more days to
prepare—just six more days in this Advent season.
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Thursday, December 20, 2018

Written by Dan Voelkert
Isaiah 12:1-6

You will say on that day:
I will give thanks to you, O Lord,
for though you were angry with me,
your anger turned away,
and you comforted me.
Surely God is my salvation;
I will trust, and will not be afraid,
for the Lord God is my strength and my might;
he has become my salvation.
With joy you will draw water from the wells of salvation.
And you will say on that day:
Give thanks to the Lord,
call on his name;
make known his deeds among the nations;
proclaim that his name is exalted.
Sing praises to the Lord, for he has done gloriously;
let this be known in all the earth.
Shout aloud and sing for joy, O royal Zion,
for great in your midst is the Holy One of Israel.
Sing for Joy
Even among non-believers, Christmas is known for its joyous music. The history of the church is full of
voices and instruments, psalms and chorales all raised in praise to God. Martin Luther called music “the
fifth gospel” because of how it touches hearts in ways words do not.
The writer in Isaiah emphasizes singing “Sing praises to the Lord” “Shout aloud and sing for joy”. Also in
verse 2 where it reads, “the Lord God is my strength and my might”, many translations read “the Lord God
is my strength and my SONG”. (Emphasis mine.) I like the metaphor of God as “song”. We all know what
it is like to have a song in your head or to be reminded of a favorite song or hymn. Or to leave church or a
movie, humming a song. Once that happens, it has to get out. It is no good keeping the song to yourself.
That is how God fills us like a song. We go joyfully to the well of salvation for the Living Water and return
thanking God, calling on His name, making known his deeds and proclaiming his name. God fills us up with
his love so that it can be poured out.
As we prepare this Advent season to remember his coming at Bethlehem and to anticipate his coming again,
we know that God is with us now. He fills us with His strength. He fills us with the song that is Him. And,
even more than a catchy tune that is stuck in your head, God’s song has to come out. And we all will find
our own ways of singing the song that is God’s love.
Heavenly Father, we thank you for the gift of your Son. Let the song of Him fill us so that we might sing
God’s song of love in all we say and do and so make your love known to all. In Jesus name we pray, Amen
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Friday, December 21, 2018

Written by Yvonne White
John 1:3-5

All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing came into being. What has come
into being in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. The light shines in the darkness, and the
darkness did not overcome it.

Darkness came for me and my family this year when my brother, Michael, died July 9th. As I read this
scripture, I thought to myself, YES, that’s how we survived the loss of a loved one. We had the light of
Christ and the light of others shining for us.
Michael was only 61 years old, born the day after I turned 1 year old. I have had him all my life. God
created him, but took him way too young. A bright star shining in the sky the night after he died brought
great comfort to his wife, Marty. One of the new Chrismon patterns is called “Evening Star” and will be
my favorite when we make it for Macedonia’s tree.
The Light of Christ is evident in many ways at church. It shines in the Sanctuary Lamp in the Chancel, the
Paschal Candle, the Advent Wreath, the pew torches during Christmas and Epiphany, the Chrismon Tree,
and brought to the altar and taken out into the world every Sunday by the acolytes. But His light was also
evident to us through many of you. You were there for us, sent cards, called, and prayed for comfort and
peace. God was with us in the darkness.
God created us all to be His light in the world. How does one survive darkness if they do not believe in
Christ’s light?
Thanks be to God for the light. God is with us! Amen
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Saturday, December 22, 2018

Written by Robin Huffman
1 Thessalonians 3:9-13

How can we thank God enough for you in return for all the joy that we feel before our God because of you?
Night and day we pray most earnestly that we may see you face to face and restore whatever is lacking in
your faith. Now may our God and Father himself and our Lord Jesus direct our way to you. And may the
Lord make you increase and abound in love for one another and for all, just as we abound in love for you.
And may he so strengthen your hearts in holiness that you may be blameless before our God and Father at
the coming of our Lord Jesus with all his saints.

“How CAN we thank God enough for you?” What a lovely
verse to start this devotional. It sparked memories of the years I
actively kept a gratitude journal, where I would not retire for the
night without writing down at least three things I was grateful
for that day. I always look back to those periods of my life,
when I faithfully followed this practice, as some of my happiest
days. Not because they were good and happy days and I just
happened to chronicle my appreciation of them, but because
when I made an effort to notice, appreciate, and record things I
was grateful for, my days became fuller and better!
But I digress. This passage is actually from a letter Paul wrote
to the “recent converts from paganism” who had been left
without a strong spiritual foundation after Paul’s brief stay and
abrupt departure. According to my study Bible, the purpose of
Paul’s letter was to encourage these new Christians and provide
them with words of advice, wisdom, and encouragement.
And just as a good leader does, this part of Paul’s letter is
straightforward and clear, not a bad coach’s speech:
How much we thank God for you…you bring us joy.
We pray for you night and day, praying to see you in person
and to provide spiritual food for you…we
care for you.
And most importantly, may your love increase and overflow
for each and everyone else...we want to see you sharing
God’s love.
As I read verse 12, it hit me that there it is again! I can’t escape it. That word. Overflowing.
Pastor Goeres has been distilling much of our work in Visioning Committee, in Church Council, in
committee meetings, and in our study of the Bible into a trinity of concepts that are all connected. Filled
Up. Poured Out. Making Room. There are sermons about giving with joy. About selflessly sharing
your last handful of meal with “the other,” a stranger, only to have your stores of meal and oil replenished.
About the idea that God is only love and that as we are filled up with his love, as we pour out his love to
others, we make room for even more love and for more of his beloved. An endless perpetual holy trinity.
As we look for things to be grateful for, we find them in abundance. God is with us. Can we ever thank
Him enough?
Dear Lord, please keep reminding us of your insistent presence in our lives. That when we feel abandoned
and struggling to keep our faith, we sense your presence, we know that we are being cared for night and
day, and that you want nothing more but to see our love increase and overflow for each and everyone else.
Help us be filled up with your spirit. Help us pour your love to all of the “others,” and help us have faith
that in doing so, we make even more room. In your name we pray.
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Sunday, December 23, 2018

Written by Ellen Greeson
Luke 1-39:45

In those days Mary set out and
went with haste to a Judean town
in the hill country, where she
entered the house of Zechariah and
greeted Elizabeth. When Elizabeth
heard Mary’s greeting, the child
leapt in her womb. And Elizabeth
was filled with the Holy Spirit and
exclaimed with a loud cry, ‘Blessed
are you among women, and
blessed is the fruit of your womb.
And why has this happened to me,
that the mother of my Lord comes
to me? For as soon as I heard the
sound of your greeting, the child in
my womb leapt for joy. And
blessed is she who believed that
there would be a fulfilment of what
was spoken to her by the Lord.’
Mary, the recipient of an angel visit,
the one who will birth the Son of
God, the mother of Jesus, knows and
understands the meaning of “God is
with us” in a way that no one else
will ever know. She had the
privilege and responsibility of caring
for baby Jesus before he was born which had to be a rather isolating situation. She was betrothed, pledged
to be married to Joseph but was not married yet and was a virgin. It is hard for us to imagine the weight of
the responsibility she felt following the visit from the angel that explained that she would be overshadowed
by the Most High and would therefore conceive a child. It must have given her such comfort when the
angel explained that her relative Elizabeth who was barren and considered to be well past child bearing age
was in her sixth month of pregnancy. Here was someone who might believe and understand her story of
angel visitation and conception of a divine baby. The scriptures tell us that Mary went with haste to
Elizabeth’s house. Before Mary can even tell Elizabeth of her situation, the baby that Elizabeth is carrying
hears Mary’s greeting and leaped in her womb. Elizabeth then is filled with the Holy Spirit and recognizes
that Mary is carrying a divine child. Surely Mary felt gratitude at this measure of God’s grace of finding an
understanding soul. I wonder if she also felt a sense of relief that the words spoken by the angel were being
confirmed by a person that she knew. God is with us all the time even though we often can not feel it. This
story of Mary and Elizabeth is a prime example of God letting us know that He sees, hears, and feel us. He
knows our inmost thoughts and often finds ways to let us know that He is with us. A book that I read
recently calls these instances “godwinks”. In his book When God Winks at You, SQuire Rushnell
explains that God is with us. “what if God is communicating with you – in a nonverbal way – making
a little miracle happen, right in front of you? After all, God doesn’t speak to people in a human voice.
He’s God … He’d do something no one else could do, just to show you it’s Him!” In the Luke passage
for today, I think that is what God was doing for Mary and for Elizabeth – a little miracle so that they
would know that God saw them with all of their feelings and fears. He does that for us as well. As we
go through this Advent season, keep an eye for places that God is winking at you just to let you know
that He is with YOU.
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Monday, December 24 2018

Written by Alice Long
Luke 2: 10-14

But the angel said to them, ‘Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for
all the people: to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This
will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.’ And
suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying,
‘Glory to God in the highest heaven,
and on earth peace among those whom he favors!’

I love angels. I love the idea of angels. Messengers of God. And what a message this angel imparts to
us! Good news! Great joy! A Savior, the Messiah, the Lord! He is here, among us, born today. God. A
scrap of humanity. The most frail and defenseless of beings, yet our Savior. Our hope, our joy, our
blessing, our love, our salvation. This angel tells us this message every year. Listen.
God, thank you for your messengers and for your good news. Help us to listen. We love you. Amen.
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Tuesday, December 25, 2018

Written by Tom Macklin
1 John 4:7-16

Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who loves is born of God and knows
God. Whoever does not love does not know God, for God is love. God’s love was revealed among us in this
way: God sent his only Son into the world so that we might live through him. In this is love, not that we loved
God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Beloved, since God loved us
so much, we also ought to love one another. No one has ever seen God; if we love one another, God lives in
us, and his love is perfected in us.
By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us of his Spirit. And we have seen
and do testify that the Father has sent his Son as the Savior of the world. God abides in those who confess
that Jesus is the Son of God, and they abide in God. So we have known and believe the love that God has for
us. God is love, and those who abide in love abide in God, and God abides in them.
The focus of this reading clearly is love. God is love; Jesus is love. If we have love, then we are a part of
God, through Jesus. And God is within us, because the essence of God is love.
Parents would do almost anything for their children, because they love them. If a child has pain, the parents
often suffer in some way. The parent usually wants to take away the pain from the child, to take the place of
that child in order to bear his or her pain. Such is the life and suffering of Jesus, who suffered and died for us
to forgive our sins. The greatest love one can have for another is to sacrifice themselves somehow for others.
Many times, however, what happens is that we humans provide support to those in need- guidance, resources
and personal comfort. Love is found and felt among all who participate in these efforts.
When I was younger, sometimes I attended church services and activities because that’s what good families
were supposed to do. More often now I attend church services and activities because I “get something out of
it.’’ I find love and joy among the other members, and I see how service work can provide concrete
outcomes. Some examples of activities that I enjoy are delivering Meals on Wheels, serving communion to
shut ins, choosing gifts for a foster child and packing food bags for middle school children. One does not
need to look very far to feel love shared, or to feel the Holy Spirit at work in our midst.
During this very Holy time in our church year, may you find God’s love in your heart and in your life.
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