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421 W. Front St 

Burlington, NC 

336 227-5554  

Dear Macedonia family, 
 

It feels weird to say that I hope you’re getting sick of hearing this by now, but I 
do hope that this is not your first exposure. We are unrolling organizing 
principles, a slogan, a catch phrase, or whatever it is we ought to call it, that has 
been a part of the language in church leadership meetings for a while now. As a 
sacramental community in Christ, in Alamance County, we are brought to life in 
Christ – which is to say we are born anew in baptism and weekly at the table as 
bearers of God’s own image, again. So, we are: 
 

Filled Up. Poured Out. Making Room. 
 

While you will be seeing quite a few materials in these weeks that try to tell this 
story, I thought we might make mention of some of the tangible, exciting 
ministries and activities that are already underway as we live into what God is 
doing here. 
 

We are filled up through faith formation and weekly worshiping rhythms 
together. Sunday morning worship continues to be the heartbeat, lifeblood, and 
inspiration of our life together. New adult faith formation opportunities have 
been offered in recent months, and we look to continue those kinds of offerings. 
Our regular Sunday School classes – Men’s Sunday school, Women’s Bible 
class, parlor discussion class, celebration class – continue to bear the Spirit’s 
fruit. This year, we have started a new class that meets in Luther Hall, where 
folks of all ages (really!) come together for singing, the hearing of a bible story 
or seasonal theme of the church (usually through a bible story!), and 
conversation (also, donuts!). 
 

We are poured out for the sake of our neighbors and the world. This is because 
we have been filled up to overflowing. The Gospel is always a gift to be passed 
around. We are doing this through a first-fruits financial tithe to the work of the 
broader church, as well as ever-growing financial offerings to local service 
agencies where we have discerned God at work. This year our four core partners 
are Allied Churches of Alamance County, Family Abuse Services, Alamance 
Citizens for Education, and Benevolence Farm. We maintain more specific 
partnerships with other wonderful agencies, too. We are also poured out through 
the social ministry activities that are engaged here throughout the year – too 
numerous to name! 
 

We are making room for God and for neighbor to be a part of the joy-filled life 
God has given us to share. We are in the midst of installing signage in and 
around our facility so that navigation of this space is less daunting for those who 
have rarely or never been here. Then, there is the ongoing need to be thoughtful 
and attentive to how we are making room for new ones among us relationally, 
congregationally. We plan to gather up a small work group of folks to pay 
attention and offer suggestions about ways we can become more consistently 
thoughtful and pro-active in making room for new members and any guests. (If 
this is work you feel called to, please reach out to me with your interest.) 
 
It is a joy and privilege to be Christ’s church, to be the church together, to be 
church with you. 
 
In Christ, 

 

 

Pr. Richard Goeres  
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Youth will meet on the  
following dates: 

 
Feb 2  Youth will meet after worship to video our submission for the annual Synod "Tell It!" video 
contest.  Our submissions in past years have earned us 3rd place (and some prize money that has helped to 
offset the cost for the National Youth Gathering and mission trip).  We are hoping that we have a winner this 
year but need everyone to be present to help make this happen.  I will need everyone who participates to sign 
a permission form for the Synod.  
 
Feb 7 Our 3-5 graders will be going to Camp Agape for a BYG retreat (Building Youth Groups). We will 
meet at the church at 6:00 PM.  Please eat dinner before arriving. We will be returning Sunday afternoon 
around 3:00 PM.    

 
Feb 9  Youth will meet 
 
Feb 16 Youth will meet 
 
Feb 23  No youth since our high school youth will be at LYO retreat (Lutheran Youth Organization).  All 
high school youth attending the LYO weekend need to be at the church at 6 pm. They should eat dinner 
before arriving at the church. We will be arriving back at the church on Sunday around 11:30. 

T H E  M A C E D O N I A N  

"Hello, my name is Jessica Morel, and I am very 
excited to be joining this wonderful community at 
Macedonia Luther Church for a few months as the 
Interim Director of Music! I am so grateful for the 
warm welcome that I've received from everyone here 
at the church, and it has been such a pleasure getting 
to know all of the talented and hardworking 
musicians of the Chancel Choir and the Bell Choir in 
the last few weeks. Getting to make music with 
others, in whatever kind of capacity, is always such a 
joy. I am excited for having the opportunity to lead 
these two wonderful ensembles, and I'm looking 
forward to the journeys that we have through 
rehearsing and performing music together. Please feel 
free to come up to me after a service to say hello or to 
talk about music! I am a big music nerd!!"  
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From Your Council President, Charlie Harris 

 

 

Council Notes February 2020: 
 
 

On January 13, the Church Council held its first meeting of the year.  We began 
with a discussion of the Vision Statement and its underlying core values.  The 
Vision Statement sets out who we want to be as a congregation.  It provides the 
basis of the work the Council and Committees plan to do.   As we enter into 2020 
let’s all keep the 4 pillars of the Vision Statements in focus:  (1) “We are centered 
by Word & Sacrament”; (2) ”We share God’s love”; (3) ”We commit to a strong 
family foundation”; and (4) “We are faithful stewards of God’s gifts”.  With that in 
mind, here are some of the major projects/tasks Council is committed to for 2020: 

Faith Formation:  Continue the transition of Christian Education and Youth into 
one committee. Explore and provide additional adult education opportunities. 
Partner with First Reformed UCC to provide for a summer camp for youth.  
Plan for the 2021 National Youth Gathering. 

Stewardship:  Implement Stewardship for All Seasons program. (a letter and 
other documentation to each household will soon be mailed). 

Social Ministry:  Take the lead in integrating our 4 Core Community Partners 
into the life of the congregation.  Working with our partners to accomplish 
the Hometown Mission Trip. 

Worship/Music:  Consider workshops for our choirs.  Sponsor community wide 
concerts such as the Lenoir-Rhyne Choir. 

Corporate Administration:  Hiring and incorporating new staff members into the 
office and music department. Update the Congregation’s By-Laws, Updated 
guidelines for Endowment and Keller, and Special Gifts Fund, and a new 
gifting policy. 

Master Facility Planning Task Group / Organ Task Group:  Presenting a long-
range plan for repair, replacement of facility and equipment.  

Vicar Program:  Complete our commitment to Vicar Julie as she finishes her 
year of internship and progresses to ordination. 

It will be another busy and productive year.  We are fortunate that many have 
volunteered to serve in leadership roles.  The work of the committees and task 
groups are essential to the life of this congregation.  
 As we implement the Stewardship for All Seasons program, please give prayerful 
consideration to both your financial support of the congregation and the gift of 
talent and time to doing God’s work. 
Filled Up / Poured Out / Making Room 
God Bless, 

Charlie Harris 
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KEEP THE BEAT   BLOOD PRESSURE CHECK  

 
Have your numbers checked by medical professionals who will take and record 
your blood pressure on Sunday, February 9th  directly following the worship 
service.  Look for the large poster and table and chairs in the narthex of the 
church.  

 
PRAYER TEAMS AT WORSHIP  

 
Be part of the Worship Service Prayer Team! 
We are a church who prays together, and there is a team of people at the end of 
each worship service to offer prayer support. If you are interested in serving on 
the Worship Service Prayer Team and would like additional information, 
please contact Melinda Menz 336-270-6627 or melindamenz@gmail.com  

 
PRAYER SHAWLS  

 

Our meetings are on the 4th Monday of each month at 1:00 PM at the 
church.  Coordinator:  Sandee Jackson, 336-447-4355, or text to 336-684-4098 or 
email to sandeejackson@triad.rr.com with any questions or inquiries. 
 

Helping Hands Ministry  
 

Call either one of the Coordinators, Bill Poovery 336-675-7972 or John Pertschi 
336-516-1461 to discuss how Helping Hands can be of service to you! Helping 
Hands are available to assist with a wide variety of inside and outside chores/
repairs/maintenance items as well.   
 

The Walk Group  
 

Meets Fridays, 9:30 to 10:30 am. It is a great introduction to a regular 
exercise program.  We begin each Friday with a brief devotion and discussion 
followed by about an hour of walking. Meet in the lobby of the Boland 
Community Building at Twin Lakes rain or shine. Participants may choose to use 
the indoor walking track or walking outside around the Twin Lakes Community.  
Everyone walks at their own pace. For additional information contact Jayne Tapia 
at 336-269-4193  

FREE MOVIES  
FOR SENIORS 

 

• Rich and 
Thompson 
sponsors the 
first Thursday of 
each month at 
10 AM at 
Graham Cinema. 

 

• Paramount 
Theater on Front 
Street in 
downtown 
Burlington offers 
free movies to 
seniors, 
sponsored by 
Lowe Funeral 
Home and 
Hospice,  on the 
second Thursday 
of each month at 
10 AM.  Free 
admission  

February Health and Wholeness ideas by Jayne Tapia 

A couple of the national health themes for February are Heart month and Recreational Therapy 
month.  Thus, taking care of your heart is always an important theme.  Make sure your blood 
pressure is under control and within the correct range.  Make sure your pulse is good and that 
you are getting the correct amount of oxygen in your system.  If you have a problem with any 
of these or other situations with your heart, make sure you are followed up routinely by your 
doctor.  Also make sure you understand all the symptoms that lead the person to a heart attack.  
So that if you feel fatigue, shortness of breath, swelling in lower legs, irregular heartbeat, or 
have pain going down your arms or in your chest you would need to get to the Emergency 
Room to have your heart checked.  Having good recreation activities is helpful to having good 
health 

Also, in February the week of the 17th is a Random Acts of Kindness week.  Helping others, 
doing good things for others is very good for your emotional wellbeing and your social and 
interpersonal wellbeing.  As a good Christian, this activity is one of the ways we show our 
dedication to the Lord God and Jesus Christ. 

mailto:sandeejackson@triad.rr.com
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Brunch for Lunch in February 
It’s the month of LOVE and we are very fond of Brunch! Mark your calendar for 
the February 16th Community Meal that will be hosted by the Social Ministry 
committee. Brunch is the menu! We’ll serve breakfast casseroles, hash browns, 
fruits and sweets! There will be plenty of juice and hot coffee. Plan to join us and 
our community neighbors for a great meal. Do you like to cook? Organize menus? 
Serve our neighbors? Please consider volunteering to help with a Community 
Meal. We’ve made it easier than ever. The month of July is open. For more 
information, contact Barbara Lilienthal at 336-266-3738 or Robin Willis at 336-
214-0510. The Community Meals are held on the third Sunday of every month. 
 
Social Ministry Committee is looking for A Few Good Men! 
The purpose of the Social Ministry committee is to extend Christian compassion 
and helpfulness to persons of all ages in need of aid in body or soul. It shall strive 
to enlist in these efforts as many as possible of the individual members and 
organizations of the congregation. We help facilitate work with several projects in 
our church, large and small. For example, Backpacks for Kids, Community Meals, 
YAAC, and the Hometown Mission Trip. We support relationships between our 
congregation, Core Partners and other community churches and organizations, 
promoting beneficial work for those in need of Christian love. While the more than 
14 projects falling under Social Ministry’s umbrella work well, the committee 
could use the help of additional members. We want more diversity among our 
committee members, which means both men, women and youth of MLC.  Won’t 
you consider joining us?  We meet at 6:30 pm on the first Monday of each month. 
If you have any questions, please contact Stephanie Braxton at 336-269-0240 or 
email at itsmeswb@bellsouth.net.  
 
HABITAT FOR HUMANITY NEEDS OUR HELP 
Students from West Chester University, located in Pennsylvania, make their annual 
spring break trip to NC to volunteer for Habitat for Humanity. The group will 
arrive in Burlington the week of March 15th. As in previous years, we have agreed 
to supply breakfast foods for these well deserving students. Please consider 
providing pop tarts, cereal, pastries, oatmeal, fruit, orange juice, milk, coffee.... 
nothing that needs to be cooked. If you can give any of these, please contact 
Barbara Lilienthal 336-266-3738, or dalncnana@yahoo.com, or Stephanie Braxton 
at 336-269-0240 or itsmeswb@bellsouth.net. Thank you for your generosity.  
 
Second Sunday Harvest for Allied Churches requesting canned fruit and 
vegetables during the month of February.  
 
Community Meal  February 16th  hosted by Social Ministry  
 
 
 

mailto:itsmeswb@bellsouth.net
mailto:dalncnana@yahoo.com
mailto:itsmeswb@bellsouth.net
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Hello everyone! Happy 2020! 
 
Thanks to the support you all have given us, LEAF has had quite a meaningful Fall semester 
this year! We started the year off in community with our annual Fall Retreat, where the 
LEAFers took on the the North Carolina mountains! Our weekend away from campus was 
filled with exploration, worship, and time to share stories of our lives and faith. We hiked 
some trails, visited the nearby downtown, and baked bread to have for Communion 
throughout the semester. The retreat set the tone for the rest of the Fall. 
 

In October, we gathered for a time of fellowship to carve Jack-o-lanterns. Who knew the 
LEAFers were so artistically inclined? In addition, some of us also made the trip over to 
Duke Chapel to attend the All Hallows’ Eve late night church service. This unique, candlelit 
service helped us to reflect on some of the Saints of the church, and the Saints in our own 
lives. 
 

As November slowly made its way toward the holidays, the LEAF community gathered at 
Holt Chapel for “LEAFsgiving!” We had a special service in which some of our community 
members and Elon alumni joined us, and sophomore Catherine Stallsmith’s father came to 
campus to preach.  Our hearts and our bellies were full of thanksgiving.  
 

December finally decided to join us on campus, and LEAF had much to do! The beginning of 
the month offered the Moravian Love feast at Elon Community Church. This year, LEAF also 
had our first ever Lessons and Carols service where we heard the Christmas story and sang 
beloved carols.  In addition, our faculty advisor, Dr. Joel Harter, and his wife Melody, invited 
us to their home for an evening spent in community, complete with chili and Christmas 
caroling. 
 

In the last few days before finals, LEAF baked and packed (with an incredible amount of 
donations from you all- thank you!) over 1000 cookies to hand out to over 300 students 
across campus.  We’re grateful to be able to partner with you all to share Jesus’ radical 
hospitality through homemade cookies to students who were studying for exams. 
 

Needless to say LEAF has been up to some pretty amazing things, including weekly worship, 
dinner, and Coffee Hours, and we couldn’t do it without you all! Thank you! 
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Brunswick Stew & Bake Sale 2020 
  

Come join the fun and fellowship!! 
  

The Social Ministry Committee is once again sponsoring a Brunswick Stew and Bake Sale on 

Saturday, February 8th Proceeds from the sale will go directly to local charitable 

organizations. We are looking for lots of volunteers on Friday, 2/7 and Saturday, 2/8 to help 

cook the stew, pour into containers, and supervise the sale. We are also looking for donations of 

home-baked goodies, as well as monetary donations to help with the cost of the stew 

ingredients.  If you would like to cook, bake, or make a donation, please call Craig 

Humphrey, 910-315-5029 or email fc3humphrey@yahoo.com. Sign up on the posters in the 

narthex or fill out the form below and put it in the offering plate or bring it by the church office. 

Pre-orders for the Brunswick Stew are now being collected. Stew will be available for pickup 

from 8-11 am on Saturday February 8th.  After pre-orders are filled, any remaining stew will 

be available in the Educational building.  
  

ORDER EARLY SO YOU WON’T MISS OUT!!! 
  

I can help: Friday, February 7
th

      I can help Saturday, February 8
th

        

   

12:00 noon – 3:00 pm: _________    Midnight – 6 am: ______________ 

  

3:00 pm – 6:00 pm: ___________    6:00 am – 8:00 am: ____________ 

  

6:00 pm – 9:00 pm: ___________    8:00 am - 11:00 am: ____________ 

  

9:00 pm – midnight ___________ 

  

 I can provide baked goods for sale: _________ 

  I can donate money to help purchase ingredients: $_______ 

  

Name: ________________________________________ 

   

Brunswick Stew Sale $8.00 per Quart 

Name: ____________________________________________ 

Phone: ____________________________________________ 

Email: ____________________________________________ 

Number of Quarts: ___________ 

  

mailto:fc3humphrey@yahoo.com


 

SERVICE SCHEDULES FOR FEBRUARY  

 Crucifers 
2/2    Zane Van Fleet 
2/9    Riley Russell 
2/16  Max Van Fleet 
2/23  Ethan Russell 
2/26  Ethan Russell  
 
 Acolytes 
2/2     Alexa Jacobo, Ashley Jacobo 
2/9     Abi Cary, Betty Eastwood 
2/16   Maisy Baker, Lilly Cary 
2/23   Mac Barnwell, Julian Tolley 
2/26   Abi Cary, Riley Russell  
  
Lay Readers  
2/2     Millie Miller 
2/9     Robin Huffman   
2/16   Chuck Braxton 
2/23   Janet Meisenbach 
2/26   Ethan Russell 
 
Communion Assistants 
2/2     Pattie Graves, Elaine Head 
2/9     Jennifer Baker, Barbara Lentz 
2/16   Jayne Tapia, Emily Pope  
2/23   Cheryl English 
2/26   Pattie Graves 
 
Communion Preparers   
2/2    Frank Rhue 
2/9    Roger Meisenbach 
2/16  Frank Rhue 
2/23  Yvonne White 
2/26  Barbara Lilienthal 
 
Greeters   
2/2    Lea Blanton,  
         Aaron Page, Sue Page 
2/9    Jane Aycock, Emily Pope   
          Frank Rhue, LaVonne Rhue 
2/16  Wayne Bozeman, Ibby Bozeman 
          Jim Ysteboe, Elaine Ysteboe 
2/23  Della Helms, Wanda Moore  

          Bob Miller, Millie Miller 

Nursery  

2/2   Julie Russell, Betty Eastwood  
2/9   Katie LaPlante, Alexa Jacobo 
2/16 Ruth Matkins, Avery LaPlante 
2/23 Pattie Graves, Ashley Jacobo 
 
 
Sound System  
2/2   Brett Bass 
2/9   Dennis White 
2/16 Dennis White 
2/23 Richard Johnson 
2/26 
 
Flowers 
2/2   Poovey 
2/9   Page  
2/16 
2/23 WELCA 
 
Bread Bakers    
2/2     Millie Miller 
2/9     Boy Scouts 
2/16   Connie Poovey 
2/23   Sandee Jackson 
2/26 
 
Elements to the Altar 
2/2    English Family  
2/9    Humphrey Family 
2/16 
2/23  Sandee Jackson, LaVonne Rhue 
2/26  
 
Prayer and Blessing Team 
2/2     Melinda Menz, Debbie Riggs 
2/9     Debbie Riggs, Jayne Tapia 
2/16   Gail Pertschi, Yvonne White 
2/23   Frank Rhue, LaVonne Rhue 
  
Ushers for February : Chief: Danny Van 
Fleet, Assistant: Charlie Harris,              
Barrett Brown, Craig Humphrey, Randy 
Hunley, John Pertschi, Frank Rhue,                                  
Ray Charles Turner                    
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T H E  M A C E D O N I A N  

Macedonia members are asked to  
remember the following people and their  

caregivers In their prayers. 

Visiting Opportunities February 2020 
Happy February  

Birthdays 

Daniel Thigpen February 01 

John Pertschi February 02 

Jane Russell February 02 

Barbara Lilienthal February 06 

Chris Turner February 06 

Linda Van Fleet February 06 

Randy Hunley February 07 

Katie LaPlante February 08 

Ruth Gambee February 09 

Colleen Macklin February 09 

Hannah Thigpen February 10 

Wayne Bozeman February 12 

Betsy Black February 13 

Anwar Nicola February 13 

Zeta Mills February 14 

Christine Jacobo February 17 

Asher LaPlante February 18 

Melinda Stretz February 20 

Betty Davis February 21 

Julie Russell February 21 

Harold Fogleman February 22 

Jan Woodings February 23 

Jeff Gagnon February 24   

Sean Easter February 29   

Visits would be enjoyed by many of these,  
but please check before visiting.  If you know 
of  those whose names should be added to this 

list, please call the church office at  336-227-5554.  
Your help would be appreciated. 

Billie Cooke                     501 Blakey Hall 

Ruth Gambee                    Room 278         Twin  Lakes Health Care  

Pearl Gillham Room 23 Brookdale 

Marge LeBarron  3926 Muhlenberg Ct 

Betty Lentz Room 317 Twin Lakes Assisted Living 

Marinelle Peery Room 216 Twin Lakes Assisted Living 

Alyse Tickle Room 224 Twin Lakes Health Care  

Eloise Bryan  336-226-1356 

Violet Patton  336-449-5100 

Don and Jane Russell   336-578-4004 

Betty Davis  336-229-0947 

Larry Dettman  336-584-0196 

Ingeborg Warschkow Hawfields  
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Macedonia Lutheran Church 
421 West Front Street 
Burlington, NC  27215  
Ph. 336-227-5554 
Website: www.MacedoniaLutheran.com 
Email: office@macedonialutheran.com 
Church Council  
President—Charlie Harris 
Twin Lakes Community 
President/CEO—Pam S. Fox 

 

Macedonia Evangelical Lutheran Church 

421 West Front Street, Burlington, NC 27215 
336-227-5554  Monday - Friday, 9:00 a.m. - 2:30 p.m. 

Visit our website for more information: www.macedonialutheran.com 

A member congregation of the  

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, North Carolina Synod. 
 

The Rev. Richard Goeres, Pastor ................................. pastorgoeres@macedonialutheran.com 
 

Vicar Julie Tonnesen, Pastoral Intern ....................................................... jtonnesen@elon.edu 
 

Dr. Jessica Morel, Interim Choral Conductor.................................jessicamorel85@gmail.com 
 

Charlie Harris, Council President ............................................... charlesharris365@gmail.com 
                                                                                         

Susan McNeill, Finance Secretary ............................................ susan@macedonialutheran.com 
 

Jane Bowman, Building Superintendent ...................................... bowmanjane885@yahoo.com 
 

Church Office Email ........................................................... office@macedonialutheran.com  

 

Macedonia Lutheran Church is a Stephen Ministry Congregation.  
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