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Pastor’s Perspective: Listening, Learning and Evaluating

1I therefore, the prisoner in the Lord, beg you to lead a life worthy of the calling to which you have been
called, 2with all humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing with one another in love, 3making every
effort to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. Ephesians 4:1-3

There are quite a few advantages and just as many disadvantages in being the new pastor of a congregation.
One huge advantage, that is sometimes overlooked or taken for granted, is that one comes into an established
organization with a fresh perspective. In other words, as someone new to the established system, one starts as
an outsider who is looking in. One has a vantage point that those who have become enmeshed in the matrix of
the system do not have. It is a great vantage point, because one can often see things that others are no longer
able to see-things that have become commonplace.

One huge disadvantage is that there are just as many expectations of the new pastor as there are members of
the congregation. The disadvantage in that is one immediately fails to live up to some expectations simply
because one does not know what all of the expectations are. These two, plus the many other advantages and
disadvantages, make the first several months stressful. It can be a very anxious time for both pastor and
people, as we become more familiar with one another. The new pastor must try to navigate these uncharted
waters without crashing and sinking. The temptation is to jump right in-to go full steam ahead. However, that
raises the risk of hitting hidden obstacles and sinking.

The key to navigating those unfamiliar waters is patience, which can be difficult in a world that expects
immediate results. In these first few months, I have been very deliberate about listening, learning and
evaluating the life, ministry and members of Macedonia.

First, I am listening. I am listening to stories and history that give me insight into the things that make this
congregation what it is. I am listening for expectations, both those that are stated explicitly and those that are
expressed more indirectly. I am listening to your passions and your visions for the future. I am listening to the
reality of how things are and how you want them to be.

Secondly, I am learning. The learning curve at this point continues to be an eighty-degree horizontal line. I am
learning the context of the congregation. I am learning Burlington and the surrounding area. I am learning
names through personal interaction, which is becoming easier as I begin to put names and faces together. I am
learning how things are done and how they have been done, which is difficult after two-years of not doing
them that way. I am still learning my way around worship-where to stand, how to navigate the bulletin, the
altar book and a hymnbook, what my responsibility in working with Pr. Julie is. I am learning how I fit in and
am finding my place among you.

Finally, I am evaluating. I am constantly evaluating everything. I am evaluating what I am hearing and what I
am learning. I am evaluating what seems to be working well and what things need some attention. I am
evaluating the processes, how things are organized and structured. I am evaluating what needs my attention
and what can be delegated to others who are more gifted. I am evaluating how soon I want to dive right in and
how much patience I still need to have. (Continued on Page 8.)
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APRIL 2022
SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT

01 02

03 04 05 06 07 08 09
9:00 AM Sunday 
School

10:00 AM Worship

11:30 AM Youth

7:00 PM Scouts 6:00 PM Handbell 
Choir

6:15 PM
Holden Evening Prayer

7:00 PM Choir

6:15 PM Scouts

10 11 12 13 14 15 16
9:00 AM Sunday 
School

10:00 AM Worship

11:30 AM Youth

6:00 PM Exec. Comm.
7:00 PM Council Mtg.

7:00 PM Scouts

6:00 PM Handbell 
Choir

7:00 PM Choir 6:15 PM Scouts
7:00 PM Maundy 
Thursday Service

7:00 PM Good 
Friday Service

17 18 19 20 21 22 23
9:00 AM Sun. School

10:00 AM Worship

11:30 AM Comm Meal.

7:00 PM Scouts 10:30 AM WELCA 
6:00 PM Handbell 
Choir

7:00 PM Choir 6:15 PM Scouts

24 25 26 27 28 29 30
9:00 AM Sunday 
School

10:00 AM Worship

1:00 PM Prayer Shawl
7:00 PM Comm. Benv. 

7:00 PM Scouts

MEALS ON 
WHEELS

6:00 PM Handbell 
Choir

7:00 PM Choir 6:15 PM Scouts
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Ingeborg Warschkow
Alyse Tickle
Jane and Don Russell
Eloise Bryan
Edna McAllister
Paul Cobb
Pat Jones
Pearl Gilliam

Please remember our 
homebound and care center  
members with cards, letters, 

and phone calls.

Beverly Hiller
Larry Dettman
Barbara Sharpe
Marinelle Peery
Jan Woodings
Linda Griffin
Dorothy Odgers

Arthur Pryer April 03
Susan Bauer April 05
Ryan Mervin April 05
Marisa Gibson April 06
Debiie Semmel April 08
Gene Martin April 12
Beverly Hiller April 13
Beth McGuire April 13
Todd McGuire April 14
Eryk Rippenhagen April 14
Aidan Gibson April 15
Nancy Simpson April 16
John Bowman April 19
Barbara Sharpe April 22
Vera Barker April 23
Heilig Barnwell April 23
Beth Van Fleet April 25
Linda Peterson April 28
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Hello Friends. It was very nice to see good attendance on March
20th for the installation service for Pastor Jerome. I hope all in
attendance were able to stay for the reception and meet Pastor
Jerome and Kim’s family as well.

At our council meeting on March 14th, council was updated with
reports from committees and approved the purchase of several new
computers for church staff. Revenue for February continued to be
below budget and was $19,595 compared to a budget of $35,028.
We had to transfer $10,500 from our emergency fund savings
account to cover our expenses for the month. Our expenses were
lower than expected at $30,922 compared to a budget of $35,475
but well above our $19,595 revenue we collected for the month.

Our organ was installed and we hope all are enjoying hearing it. We
plan to host an event for our congregation to hear our new Organ
being played. More details on this will be forthcoming as we
confirm a date for the event.

Our regathering committee met in early March and removed all
Covid related mask and use of facility guidelines. Masks will be
optional going forward (personal choice) and we will only address
changes if guidelines from CDC, State or Local Government, or
Synod requirements change.

Council also approved the repair to our slate roof and that will
occur within the next 2 months.

The council provided the community meal in February.

I hope everyone continues to remain safe.

ReEngage, ReConnect, and ReCommit.

Craig Humphrey

President Church Council
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Community 
Benevolence 

COMMUNITY MEALS: Thank you to the Girl Scout troop for
providing March’s meal. We understand these girls have a great recipe
for meat loaf!!! We are still looking fora sponsor for the May 15th
meal. Grab a few friends or another family to join with you to do this,
or encourage your small group or committee to volunteer. We’re happy
to help you with meal planning and quantities, and someone from our
committee will support you through this process. We are currently
providing about 60 meals each month, and funds are available to help
with the cost. Now that we are able to serve meals in Luther Hall
again, we encourage each of you to plan to stay for the meal and get to
know some of our neighbors. This is a wonderful way to spread
Christ’s love in a tangible way!

HABITAT FOR HUMANITY “UNITY” BUILD: Thank you to
John Gee for being our Champion for this wonderful outreach effort!
Look elsewhere in this newsletter to find out how you can help!

FOOD DRIVE: A reminder that we are holding an on-going food
drive to support Allied Churches of Alamance County (one of our core
partners). Boxes are in the Narthex and in the Educational building
(outside the office) for your contributions. We will deliver the items to
them each month. If you would like email reminders, please contact
Connie Poovey (crpoovey@gmail.com). Although they are always
happy to receive any non-perishable food items, their specific requests
this month are for:

• Tissue and paper towels
• Cleaning products
• USB thumb drives
• Toothpaste
• Condiments (BBQ sauce, mayo, salad dressing) – preferably

large containers

YOUNG MUSICIANS OF ALAMANCE: Stay tuned for a date in
May or June for a concert at Macedonia by this wonderful group of
young people. There will also be opportunities to help provide lunches
for the students after their practices. Their music director is Andrew
Beach and they have hired a new Executive Director, Ekin Ustunel.
Contact Connie Poovey if you’re interested in learning more or signing
up to help!

COMMITTEE MEMBERSHIP: Please know that our committee
needs fresh ideas and willing hands, so if you would consider joining
us, we meet on the 4th Monday of each month at 6:30pm.

mailto:crpoovey@gmail.com
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Macedonia Lutheran Church
Lent and Easter Schedule 2022

First through Fifth Sundays in Lent – 10:00 am
Sunday, March 6, 13, 20, 27, and April 3

Holden Evening Prayer – 6:15 pm
Wednesday, April 6, Mercy in Service

Themes from “In View of God’s Mercy.” 
By Creative Communications

Palm/Passion Sunday – 10:00 am
Sunday, April 10

Maundy Thursday – 7:00 pm
Thursday, April 14

Good Friday – 7:00 pm
Friday, April 15

Resurrection of Our Lord/Easter Sunday – 10:00 am
Sunday, April 17

This year, we will again have our “in honor/in memory” booklet and enjoy the
beauty of two large Easter Lilies adorning the altar on Easter Sunday. Your
donation would cover the cost of the altar lilies, with any remaining money to
benefit youth mission trips.

If you would like an entry in the Easter Lilies booklet, you may do so either in
honor or in memory of loved ones. The cost is $12.00 per entry. All orders must be
in the church office by Friday, April 1, 2022.

Please provide the following information and payment. You can write a check -
noting that it is for Easter Lilies - and place it in the offering plate during worship
on Sunday or mail it into the church office.

In Honor of/In Memory of:
Total Number of Lilies/$12.00 each:
By:
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Delivery Day:
March 28 – April 1

April 25 - 29

Are you available to help deliver meals?

We need 1-2 people to deliver on the Mondays of 
our week each month.

We also could use people to sub when needed.

Please contact Sharon Walker at 336-214-2159.

o April 3 - Everyone K-12 is invited as we
head over to Holy Comforter for
lunch. We will then fill some Easter
baskets with goodies and then we will
deliver the baskets to some group homes

o April 10 - we will meet at the church for
lunch, devotion, and games

o April 17 - No Youth

o April 24 – No Youth



Macedonia Evangelical Lutheran Church Year 2022 Volume 4

The Macedonian 8

HABITAT FOR 
HUMANITY

UNITY BUILD

What is a Unity Build? The desire of a Unity Build is
to get local black and white churches to come
together to not only build a house but also to build
relationships across racial, denominational, and
theological lines. To accomplish this, we are asking
for 2-4 people from Macedonia to volunteer on a
build shift Saturdays, May-July 2022. Also needed
will be someone to lead a devotional and/or provide
snacks for a build shift.

CHECK YOUR CALENDARS AND SEE 
WHEN YOU CAN HELP.

DATES ARE SATURDAYS
MAY – JULY

MORE DETAILS TO FOLLOW

The Men of the Church are hoping to provide
Easter Breakfast at 8 AM Easter morning. This
will be the first meal served in Luther Hall since
the beginning of the Covid Pandemic. Please let
the Lisa (office@macedonialutheran.com) in the
Church office know if you and your family will
attend.

We need to plan before robbing the henhouse for
breakfast.

Continued from Page 1.

I am being patient as I listen, learn and evaluate; and I ask you to be patient with me. I have a vision
for the congregation, but to help clarify that vision it is necessary to be patient. More importantly, as
we listen, learn and evaluate one another, that same patience will help God’s vision for us become
clearer. Therefore, as we begin to live into this new relationship of pastor and people, let us be patient
as we look to the future that God has in store for us.

Pastor Jerome

mailto:office@macedonialutheran.com
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Many of us watch the evening news in horror and disbelief at the numbers of displaced families due to
the war in Ukraine – and wonder “How can we help?” One of the best ways is to provide financial
support through our Lutheran agencies; information about this has been provided in the Macedonia
Minute already. Another way is to provide needed supplies through Lutheran World Relief in the form
of ‘care kits’. Although we can’t guarantee that the kits we make will go directly to Ukraine, we know
that they will be going to folks who desperately need them.

We will be collecting items for ‘personal care kits’ and ‘baby care kits’ from now throughout the
summer. LEAF (Lutherans, Episcopalians and Friends) will be taking all the items donated by the end
of April and packing them for shipment before their college semester ends in May. Items donated after
that time will be packed by our youth group in September.

Note that financial donations are also needed, to help with shipping costs and other items.

Boxes in the Narthex and in the Educational Building are available for your donations. Here are the
items needed:

For more information, including how to assemble and ship the kits, go to www.lwr.org/kits. If you have
any questions, don’t hesitate to contact Connie Poovey (336-260-5195 or crpoovey@gmail.com).

REFUGEE SUPPORT

Personal Care Kits: Baby Care Kits:

• Light-weight bath-size towels
• Bath-size bars of soap
• Adult toothbrushes
• Sturdy combs
• Metal nail clippers

• Lightweight cotton T-shirts
• Long- or short-sleeved gowns or sleepers
• Receiving blankets
• Jackets, sweaters or sweatshirt with a hood
• Baby caps
• Cloth diapers (flat-fold preferred)
• Socks
• Bath-size (8-9 ounce) bars of gentle soap
• Diaper pins
• Hand towels (dark colors recommended)

http://www.lwr.org/kits
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Deadline for 
May Newsletter 4/15/2022

Macedonia Evangelical Lutheran Church
421 West Front Street, Burlington, NC 27215

336–227-5554 
Monday - Friday, 8:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.

Visit our website for more information: www.macedonialutheran.com

A member congregation of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, North Carolina Synod.

Jerome Cloninger, Senior Pastor pastorjerome@macedonialutheran.com
Pastor Julie Tonnesen, Associate Pastor jtonnesen@elon.edu
Craig Humphrey, Council President fc3humphrey@yahoo.com
Myra Burk, Finance Secretary financesec@macedonialutheran.com
Lisa Phillippie, Office/Communications Manager office@macedonialutheran.com

Macedonia Lutheran Church is a Stephen Ministry Congregation. 

Email:  office@macedonialutheran.com

Twin Lakes Community President/CEO—Pam S. Fox


