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PREFACE

"History", it has been said, "is an account of something
which never happened, written by someone who wasn't there".
Since the material in this book covers a period of many years,
cannot claim that the work contains no errors. Many sources
have been consulted in preparing this material, and in some
instances, it has been difficult to select the most plausibledrom
group of conflicting facts.

The purpose of this book is to provide a chronological picture
of the historical advancement and achievements of Macedonia
Lutheran Church and its people.

It is my hope that | have discolored no facts, misrepresented
no events, nor failed to give as true and as accurate a pafture
this congregation as possible. | appreciate the invaluable
assistance of the Special Historical Committee appointed by
the Church Council. These people are as follows: Mr. Daniel
Apple, Mrs Helen Bevan, Mr. Jeffrey Bond, Mrs. Eva Clemmer,
Mr. George A. Keck, Mrs. Linda Irwin, Mrs. Lottie Murrie, Mrs.
Beulah Sullivan and Miss Susan Whiteside.

Especially do | appreciate the work done by Mrs. Eva €lem
mer in the previous history which was vieit in 1959. Also|
would like to give special recognition to Mrs. Beulah Sulligal
Pastor Whiteside for their assistance and encouragearent
this project.

Larry W. Fuqua
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~ The founding of Macedonia Lutheran Church was not an

isolated event. It was simply a step in the growth of the Lutheran
Church in North Carolina, Alamance County and the Burlington

Community. The need for a church naturally came to be as a
result of the founding of Company Shops which later became
Burllnﬁton. But we cannot begin with Company Shops or even
with the older Lutheran Churches in our community for our

roots are much deeper.

The story of Macedonia Lutheran Church and all Protestant
churches be%an when Martin Luther, an Augustinian Monk in
the Catholic Church, nailed his Ninefiye Theses on theawmr
of the Wittenburg Castle Church on October 31, 1517, the eve
of All Saint's Day. At this time Martin Luther had no idea of
breaking away from the ancient church but unbeknown to him
his actions had started a vast reform movement and he had
founded whatbecame the largest Protestant Church in the
world. Also there followed a century and a half of religious wars
and persecution.

German immigration to America grew out of the fearful
results of these religious wars and persecution that left their
country desolate and made existence there intolerable. The new
world opened an asylum for these people. Thousands left their
native land by way of England and Holland to reach a hiome
the wilderness. Most of these landed in Pennsylvania which for
all prectical purposes became a German colony.

During the period between 178875 the archives of the
colony of Pennsylvania record the names of more than 30,000
persons who landed at the port of Philadelphia. Many of these
Immigrants came to North Carolina ash of the valuable
lands in Pennsylvania were taken up.

A goodly number of the Pennsylvania Dutch settled in what
became Alamance County and neighboring territory. Those who
settled in Alamance stopped on the fertile banks of the Great
and Little Alamanceand the Stinking Quarter Creeks as well
as on the banks of the Haw River. Migrating in congregaiions
the 1740's most of these Germans were Lutherans. Ludwig
Klapp's grant on the Alamance was issued in 1752. Michael Holt
owned vast ﬁossessmnlsolag the Great and Little Alamance.
John Faust had land on Cain Creek and Adam Trollinger on
the west bark of Haw River, north of the present railroad icrgss
Christian Foust, Jacob Albrect, Peter Sharp, Jacob @hast
and David Ephland were other p@er Germans.

These people had but lgtto do with the affairs of State
because of their German language. They held no civil office, but

‘Ruth BlackwelderThe Age of Orange, (Charlotte, 1961), p. 8.
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they made good soldiers when the ©kee Indians came against
them. When called from their loemaking, cloth weaving,
dairying, and agricultural pursuits during the Regulation Move
ment they went like a storm as farmers and men of the soil
are wont to do when called upon to adjust saffhirs -

By 1773 so many Germans had migrated to western Orange
that an English traveler had difficulty in finding persons west
of Hillsborough who understood his language."

These early settlers of Alamance not only brought their
Bibles (we frequently run across these old German Bibles) but
they had scarcely reared a log cabin and cleared a fewacres
land when they began to build a schoolhouse that servad as
place of worshig.After better days a more comfortable hoa$e
worship was reared but near it still stood the schoolhotke.
schoolmasters acted as ministers also in most casedir3the
German Church was a log building near the present Low's
Lutheran Church and the old Salisbury (Trading Path) Road.
There two congred@ans worshipped together. The local school
master, and occasionally a traveling preacher, read the scriptures
to them in German. They sang together the hymns in the
Gemeinschaftliche Gesanbuch. In some of the early union
churches, Lutheran services weetdhone Sunday and Reformed
Services the following Sundat

The present churches of Friedens and St. Paul's were origi
nally union Lutheran and Reformed, but by 1771 Friedens had
become wholly Lutheran and by 1801 St. Paul's had become
wholly Lutheran.

~These earl?/ churches such as Friedens, St. Paul's, Low's,
Richland, Cobles, and Mount Pleasant were in existence many
ears and "doing a splendid job in their respective communities
efore there was any demand for a Lutheran Church in the
Company Shops"

As the result of an act passed by the Legislature of North
Carolina in January 1849 the N. C. Railroad was incorporated.
The railroad was to run from Goldsboro @harlotteby way
of Hillsboro, Greensboro, Salisbury, a distance223 miles.

2Sdlie W. Stockard,The History of Alamance CountfRaleigh, 1900),
pp. 7879.

"John F. D. SmythA Tour In The United States of Amerid, vols.,
Dublin, 1784);!, p. 153.

4Stockard,The History of Alamance County, 78.

A" Wal t er C¥itenntalaHiswony of Alamance Count{Gharlotte,
1949), p. 109.

"Eva Christman ClemmerHistory of Macedonia Lutheran Church,
(Burlington, 1959), p. 1.



General Benjamin Trollinger, who ran the cotton mill at
Haw River, suggested that the road be constructed by his mill.
He was willing to build the bridges which would be needed
across the river. Several other influential men backed up his
idea. The railroad must come through Alamance County, they
said. And, sat did.

Before the first rails were laid, the North Carolina Railroad
Company selected a location where they could build repair and
maintenance shops. This location as well as an alternateloca
did not work out, for many people in Western Alamadicknot
want the railroad shops.

For the Railroad Company, this was insult added to injury.
They decided to ignore these impertinent Alamancians. Maybe
Greensboro would be better, at that. Had not Benjamin Tgellin
come to the rescue at this point, the county might havdHest
shops altogether. General Trollinger was a man of forediglat.
railroad, he said, could build shops on his property mvies
west of Graham. The offer was quickly accepted befbee
Geneal could change his mind, and in his report to the
sﬁogélgmlders in 1854, the Railroad President announced the
choice!

Besides General Trollinger's land, the railroad tract included
the property of Nancy and Willis Sellars, Henry Tarpley, Steve
Richardson, and James Fonville.*

The shops were finished in 1857 and the village had gtown
twentyseven buildings. Thirtpine white men, twenty negro
sLa\rlés and two free negroes were employed in or around the
shops.

The village of Company Shops contied to grow during
the war years. The completion of several new buildings was
announced in 1864 to the stockholders of the North Carolina
Railroadt”

Company Shops was Incorporated in February 1866. The
corporate limits of the town were specified to be e nand
onehalf square, "having for the center of the same, the Hotel of
theNorth Carolina Railroad*

The first record of Lutherans in the CompanK Shops area
was in 1869. It was "The Little Church In The
Wildwood"-just west of what is now Elmir@treet about where
thedButington Industries Mayfair Tricot Plant now stands
under a

Whitaker,Centennial History of Alamance Counpy,109.

'Ibid, 109.%zd 111bid, 133. , ,

"Documents of the North Carolina Leglslaturq‘RaIe%h, 1866).
Julian HughesBurlington Times NewgMarch 29, 1956).
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The Village of Burlington in 1890 with Macedonia Lutheran Church in the far
background. Courtesy Egbert Riddle.



The congregation in 1894. Courtesy Mrs. Eva Clemmer.



brush arbor. This arbor was erected by just a few families
under the leadership of layman Gideon L. Greeson who was
the town and community schoolteacher. He was born and reared
in the Low's Lutheran Church area some 10 or 11 miles west.
He was the son ofddbomon Greeson and the grandson of the
Rev. Jacob Greeson. The year 1869 was when Ulysses S. Grant
was inaugurated as President of the United States. At that time
the only industry in this area to speak of was the North Carolina
Railroad Shops. Consequanthe congregation of the Lutheran
Church in the wildwood waste of Company Shops consisted of
only a few persons, including farmers of the neighborhood and
some of the shophands. Quite likely the house of worship was
an unpretentious log structure. In Aprl869, the same year
the brush arbor church was constructed in the Oak Grove at
Mayfair, these few pioneer citizens of Company Shops and
vicinity petitioned the Synod which was in session in Friedens
Lutheran Church near Gibsonville to establish a missipthis
place, and assist them in support of a regular pastor.

The Synod granted the request and made the Rev. W. A.
Julian the pastor. The transaction was at the regular sesfsion
the Synod, and a congregation was immediately orgariaed.
special session of the Synod held at Salem Lutheran Church,
Rowan County, in August, 1869, Macedonia Lutheran Church,
gomgany Shops, North Carolina was officially received into the

ynod.

After Pastor Julian had served for about a year, and fimlgpw
a vacancy of three years until 1873, Simeon Scherer,waso
pastor of Friedens Lutheran Church and perhaps Lawteran
Church, became the next pastor serving this pdaskabout
three years.

In February of 1874, the North Carolina Railroad Corgpan
which owned considerable land along their track through-Com
pany Shops, deeded six and % acres of land near the center of
the town and adjoining the railroad to a Board of Trustees; com
posed of W. L. Thorneburg, J. C. Holt, J. G. Moore, A. C.
McAllister, and Daniel Worth for the purpose of a Union Church.
After having used the brush arbor for five years the Lutheran
Church moved into the newly built Union Church.

The Union Church was a twstory structure held together
by wooden sills, sleepers, studgliand beveled siding. The roof
was covered with pine shingles and the windows had numerous
glass panes that were a tempting target for boys who liked to
throw rocks.



The Union Church which was
the home of the congregation
from!874-1879. Coutesy Miss
Lila Newman.

Union Ave

The first permanent

home of the congregation 1871909.
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The Lutheran Mission moved ahead in these early years,
but progress was very slow just as it was in the tof@onpany
Shops for these were the years of reconstruction,thack
was much building and rebuilding to be done in tisa as
well as the rest of the nation.

In 1886 the North Carolina Railroad Company decided to
transfer its operations to Manchest¥iirginia, and the rail
road offices and shops at Company Shops were closed.

With the removal of the business which had given the village
its name, Company Shops threatened to become a ghost town.
There were a few stores along Main Street, but most of the
present business district consisted of vacant lots. Three cotton
mills and the tweyear old Burlln%ton Coffin Factory were the
only sizeable industries in the village.

~ Nevertheless, the Railroad Hotel still attracted salesmen and
visitors, and, depending heavily on their infant industries and

businesses to see them through to better times, the 1,000 to
1|,_500 inhabitants of Company Shops worked to keep the village
alive.

In February, 1887, several of the town's leading citizens
held a meeting for the purpose of selecting a more distinguished
name for their town. These men, Dr. B. A. Sellars, Dr. R. A.
Freeman, Captain James A. Turrentine, Joseph A. Holt, J. A.
McCauley, W. A. Fogleman, and W. A. Erwin, after some de
liberation, dhvose the name "Burlington."

~From 1869 to 1890 the Lutherans were just a mission in this
little town and were served successively by the Rev. W. A.Julian,
the Rev. Simeon Scherer, the Rev. Whitson Kimball, the Rev.
L. Buck, R. L. Patterson, C. A. Browmad others, who ifarge

part were theological student supplies for summertiaes and
supervised by visiting pastors as time would pernfitis
arrar]?ement was maintained until 1890 when the Raarles

B. Miller was called as pastor of MacedoHia.

The congrega@io_n of less than 50 members worshiped in the
Union Church building for five years. Under the able leakier

of the Rev. Whitson Kimball the congregation raided enough
money to build a small church building cf frame construction.
The buildingwas completed in 1879, and stood on the South side

134, P. Wyrick,A Historical Sketch of Macedonia Lutheran Church,
(Burlington, 1924]. "



of the railroad about where the W. I. Holt residence was later
built and where the Education Buildingas later built.

With a church building exclusively their own, the Lutherans
began to hold services every Sunday, and in 1890 it became a
full-fledged member of the Synod. That is to say the church
had a resident pastor. It had been a member of the Synod and
was known as the "Macedonia Lutheran Church” since April
1869, but was still a mission.

The name "Macedonia" was very appropriately taken from
the Bible, The Acts, XVI, 10, which reads: "and when(Paul)
had seen the vision, immediately we sought to go on into Mace
donr:a, concluding that God had called us to preach the gospel
to them."

When the chapel was first built, the front entrance was toward
Hoke Street. It remained facing Hoke Street luafter the
summer of 1895, when it was turned around and moved to a
lot on Front Street. At that time a parsonage was built which
stood at 803 West Front Street until the summer of 1954, al
though it had been remodeled from time to time.

The Rev. C. B. Miller became pastor in 1890 and served
until 1895. During his pastorate the United States was going
through what has been called Cleveland's Panic. Collections
were light and donations were not so liberal, but the good
preacher trusted irhé Lord and the Merchants of Burlington
trusted him, so, that we may assume that Mr. Miller fared
reasonably well during the five years.

Professor J. B. Robertson, who was an authority on the
early Lutheran Church, said in his historical account of the
Church: "This period from 1869 to 1895 was a period of real
struggle and the congregation still numbered less than 50
members."

By 1895 the country was beginning to recover from the panic.
Industries of the town were running about normal and more
nickels Werebeing dropped in the collection than pennies, and
the faithful members of the church were catching up on their
contributions to the pastor's salary.

So, the membership grew and quite a few improvements of
church property became noticeable. Then the ReV. Boozer
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became pastor. Naturally he lived and worked in much better
conditions than his predecessor, the Rev. C. B. Miller.

‘Mr. Boozer served the church for three years, 18898.
'I;]hls_was the most successful period in the church history to
this time.

The church building of that time, though small and siniple
construction, was quite impressive. It had a small vestibule where
the gentlemen of the congregation could leave their &ads
overcoats, and the ladies could leave their parasoles or
umbrellas.

Pastor Boozer was succeeded in 1898 by the Rev. W. W. J.
Ritchie who was the congregations faithful pastor until 1903.
During Pastor Ritchie's last year at Macedonia a problem arose
which necessitated the calling of a special meeting of the Church
Council. The purpose of the meeting was to investigate the
trouble between the pastor and Aunt Sue Workman. After the
meeting it was decided not to accept the pastor's resignation
and to sete the difficulty in a quiet way. It seems the problem
arose when Pastor Ritchie, who must have had a special craving
for "goobers," decided to plant the entire churchyard in

peanuts?

The Rev. C. Brown Cox followed Pastor Ritchie and served
the congregadn from 1904 to 1912. Pastor Cox was interested
and influential in religious and philanthropic movements. He was
elected president of the Interdenominational Sunday School
Association of North Carolina. "Chiefly through his persistent
efforts the Alamance County Ministers" Association was formed,
which numbers as its members every active minister in the
county, and was and is a power for temperance and rigimessis
in the ‘county ™"

In the _earle/ part of Pastor Cox's pastorate the congregation
declared itself selupporting for up to this time we had been
receiving financial assistance from the North Carolina Synod
and the Home Mission Board of the United Lutheran Church
South. Timesvere difficult for the struggling congregation as

is evidenced by the fact that it was almost impossible to raise
$3 interest on a $50 note. This money was borrowed from one

"Clemmer,History of Macedonia Lutheran Churcp, 4.
‘A WC, Sunday School Beacdviolume VIII, (Raleigh, N. C., Dec., 1908).
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of our members, Isham Ashworth, to help build a barn to house
Pastor Cox's horse and it cost the congregation approximately
$100. There was much talk about building a new church aad at
congregational picnic the subject came up again. The magdrit

the members said, "We can't build because we are alieady
debt." Mr. Ashworth reached into his vest pocket, pulledeout
slip of paper, struck a match and burned the paper. Then he
quietly but firmly remarked, "There's no debt now. Let's build."

So began serious planning for the new church building. The
lot now occupied by Strickland Funeral Home, was sold to Mr.
George Fogleman for $500. This was the nucleus of the building
fund. We canihd no record of the cost in dollars and cents of
the Sanctuary, but we know that the members used in loving
service the talents with which God had endowed them. John A.
Bryan was responsible for the brickwork; L. C. Christman
assisted by J. J. May and &. Mitchel, the woodwork; W. R.
Ross after his day's work in the mill came up to the churchyard
and made all the cement trim on the building.

The interior furnishings and furnishing were also done b
our own members. W. J. Younger made the bulletin boards;
Martin Noah built the altar, the pulpit and the chancel and
choir railings; and Walter Cheek made the Clergy seats.

All the members, young and old, were given the opﬂortunity
to use their money and talents in building this church, and it
wascompleted in 1909.

The Rev. C. I. Morgan came to serve us after Pastor Cox's
departure, staying only eleven months. The Rev. T. S. Brown
followed the Rev. C. I. Morgan in 1913 and remained until 1922.
Those were eventful years. The Synod met withcongregéion
twice, in 1914 and 1921. The 1914 Synodical meetingaame,
but the meeting in 1921, was historical. In North Gaaothere
were two Synods, one called the North Carolina Syanod the
other the Tennessee Synod. On June 7, 1921 strad@ting of
the old North Carolina Synod was held in Fro8treet
Methodist Church, and at the same time a similar mgavas
being held by the Tennessee Synod in the Luth&aurch.
Upon completion of preliminary business, each Syadjdurned
and tre N. C. Synodical pastors and delegates marcipethe
streets to Macedonia Lutheran Church to merge thir sister
Synod to form what is now the North Carolina Syrafdthe
Lutheran Church in America.

14



On two different occasions during $@r Brown's pastorate,
the parsonage caught fire. The first time only the roof was lost
and this was quickly replaced. On the other occasion the house
was so nearly destroyed that the insurance company declared
the building a total loss. This time it weabuilt and made more
modern with two rooms being added. It is supposed that some
valuable church records were lost in this second fire.

In 1922 the Rev. H. P. Wyrick accepted the congregational
call and served the parish from 1922 to 1930. Burlington was
growing and Macedonia grew with it. During his pastorate a
new Sunday School Annex was erected, at a cost of $13,000 and
substantial repairs made to the Church and the Church property
in general. The new Sunday School had a remarkable effect
upon the growh of the church. This was due in part to the
New Sunday School Building but perhaps more to an awakened
interest of the congregation to its obligation to the young life of
our own Lutheran homes and the youth of the community.

The Rev. Edward FulenwideD. D. began his pastorate
January 1, 1930. He led the congregation in substantial growth
and progress. The Church grew in membership and through
the generosity of Mr. and Mrs. B. V. May additional grounds
came to the Church. Records show that 281 memises added
to the rolls during his ten years as Paktbr.

The first Vacation Bible School was held in 1931 under the
supervision of Mrs. B. V. May (Mrs. E. H. Foley). This has
become an annual event since that time and almost without
exception.

During the 1930's Macedonia did not escape the plight the
entire nation was caught up in, that being the "Great Depres
sion." The Church Council was forced to take official action to
relieve individual members of their pledged obligations on con
dition tha they make a new pledge and a sincere effort fdl ful
It.

On several occasions the church was saved from embarrass
ment by loans from some of its members. However, by hard
and persistent work on the part of dedicated members and the
pastor these diffities were met and the church went forward
In the work to which it was appointed.

""MacedoniaLutheranChurch® SeventyFifth Anniversary
Observance, (Burlington, 1944), p. 4.
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In March of 1939, a lot willed to the church by the late Isham
Ashworth was sold for $200. Then on May 3, of the same year
an announcement was made to the Church Council that Mr. and
Mrs. B. V. May had purchased the Green property at theofear
the church on Webb Avenue and were giving it to the Church. A
small brick building located on the new property became the
home for the newly organized Boy Scout Troop #39. This
building has continued to be called the Scout Hut.

Just prior to the arrival of the Rev. L. Boyd Hamm who
came to Macedonia in 1940, the congregationght a new
parsonage at a cost of $8,000. The parsonage, which was located
five_:I %%iks from the church on West Front Street, was used
unti .

Pastor Hamm's pastorate (194946) was a very active
one. This was due in no small part to the vitality which he
brought our church, but also the United States was invaitved
a World War for four of these seven years.

~The first Parish Worker employed by the congregation was
Miss Elizabeth Petrea. She serfeda part of 1941. She letid
become the wife of the Rev. Herman Cauble.

The congregation agreed in 1941 to pay a proportionate
sum of money In order that the Burlington City Schools might
employ a Bible teacher. This has been continued through the
yeas.

In 1942 the Rev. L. David Miller was called as assistant
pastor and organist. He remained with us a year and was called
$s Es(,:s_lstant pastor to Holy Trinity Lutheran Church in New

ork City.

A kindergarten was started at Macedonia in 1943, but had
to beclosed in 1949. It seems that Macedonia was premature
in this area for there was not enough interest to maintain it.

The members of Macedonia did not lack patriotism formgur
the War many of the congregational sons died in aciwh
many more enduredahndships and brought honor to @auntry,
our state, our community, and our church. The ladieshe
church also served the patriotic cause. They caméhdo
Sunday School Annex and served for the Red Crossw®heen
and young people also took theirtgrin serving athe U. S.
O. Center In our City. The grounds to the rear of the

16



church were offered to the C. G. for drill exercise on Tuesdays
and Thursdays.

Macedonia at one time had the finest playground facilities
in this area. The playground was opened in the afternoon to
the children of the community. Members of the congregation
gave their time and materials for building bowling alleys, shuffle
board, tennis courts, and other recreational facilities. Some
furnishal equipment for playing games such as croquet; bad
minton, tennis, and others.

The Rev. J. L. Norris and his family came to Macedamia
1947. His family included three te@gers which proved tbe
an inspiration to the young people of the congregation.

On April 3, 1949, at a congregational meeting it was moved
that a Building Committee be appointed to secure plans and
specifications to be presented to the congregation for ratifica
tion. In 1952 plans ftor the Educational Building were almost
complete and a&ly in 1953 the Building Committee (J. M.
Bryan, Sr., Myron Rhyne, R. R. Isenhour) had made final cor
rections. By July 1953, plans had been accepted and contracts
awarded for a total of $196,984.00 with the total cost inoigd
drainage pipe and groundmprovement approxmate(li/
$207,000.00. The Accumulated Building Fund amounted to
$95,166.33. It was on Sunday, Ju.IP/_26, 1953, that the ground
was broken for the Educational Building and on June 17, 1954,
the building was ready for inspection. Then cametésk of
the furnishings. The adult classes provided furniture for their
classrooms. Many necessary pieces of equipment were given
by individuals. Finally everything was ready for occupanc
and the formal opening was the first Sunday in August, 1954.

Dr. Norris, at the request of the National Lutheran Council,
was granted three months leave of absence in May of 1950 to
serve in Europe on the Displaced Persons Program. Thia was
great honor to both Dr. Norris and the congregation to have been
selectedor so important a task.

In 1951, A. H. Fogleman, a faithful and devout member,
died and left certain monies to establish an aid fund. His will
read: "Then after my personal and real property has been dis
posed of, either by private or public sale,-terh of the amount
after bills are paid, | bequeath to Macedonia Lutheran Church
f(?_r a fund to help the poor and distressed, any race or nation
ality."

17



Dr. Norris constantly tried to keep the youth interested in
the church and its activities. On October 2, 1954, our first Week
Day Church School opened. The school has steadily grown and
in 1969, 101 were enrolled. At this school, catechetical classes,
the 'church liturgy and other phases of religious education are
taught in order that even the very young may participate in
the worship service of the church.

In 1956, an amendment was made to the church constitution
which permitted women to serve on the Church Council. And
for the first time in the history of the chalr, two ladies, MrsE.

H. Foley and Mrs. Eva C. Clemmer, weréeaded to this
governing body of our church.

Dr. Norris left us in November, 1957 to accept a call to
Grace Lutheran Church in Hendersonville, N. C. and until June
15, 1958, the congregation was without a regular pastor. Ttanks
the teachers and students of the Southern Lutheranotheal
Seminary of Columbia, South Carolina, we did not mass
Morngg Worship Service. This helped to hold the congrega
togetter.

The Rev. W. F. Milholland, a graduate of our Southern Theo
logical Seminary, was called by the congregation. Not having
had a pastor fresh from the Seminary since 1895, when the
Rev. V. Y. Boozer came, the church hardly knew what to expect.
It took little time for activity to begin.

During Pastor Milholland's three year stay at Macedonia
many significant things happened. Gmendred and ninetgne
new members were received and the debt on the educational
building was liquidated. A building committee wast up to
begin planning for a new sanctuary. Probably the most signifi
cant accomplishment during this period was the beginning of
the new mission congregation, Messiah Lutheran Church.-Mace
donia gave the new church one thousand dollars and transferred
forty-four adult members and twertyo children to Messiah.
There were some who were concerned that the new mission
would hurt Macedonia, but the opposite proved to be true when
both offerings and attendance at Macedonia increased. On August
31, 1961, th&kev. Milholland left Macedonia to accept a call as
pastor of Christ Lutheran Church, Roanoke, Virginia.

The Rev. Hoyle L. Whiteside followed the Rev. W. L. Mil

holland as Pastor of Macedonia. With Pastor Whiteside came
his youthful and energetic wife asWas two fine children.

18



He began his pastorate on October 31, 1961, and not long after
their arrival the congregation on November 19, 1961 voted to
purchase a new parsonage on 2226 Edgewood Avenue.

On December 16, 1962 the congregation was forced to move
from the old church sanctuary into the Sunday School assembly
room for Sunday Morning Worship Services due to a furnace
breakdown. It was apparent that the congregation would either
have to approvenajor repairs to the old sanctuary or put@ake
emphasis on the efforts of the building committee wHiekl
been organized while Rev. Milholland was there to buwaild
new sanctuary. With the vigorous and effective leadership
Pastor Whiteside, Mr. Wi G. Boland, Mr. J. M. Bryan, Sand
many others it was not long before definite plans weaglied
for congregational approval. The Carroll property, whidipined
the Church property on Front Street was purcha¥bt was
approved by the congregation March 24, 1963. The

Picture of 3d Chur@uilding 19091962
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The Congrgation in 1969






1965
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congregation voted unanimously to accept the plans for the
new Sanctuary as recommended by the Church Council, and to
let the contract for itgonstruction at a called meeting on Sep
tember 29, 1963. The ground breaking for the new sanctuary
was in October 1963, and by February 28, 1965 everything was
ready for the Service of Dedication.

The growth of the congregation has been outstanding during
the 1960's. The established membership as well as the many new
members who have come into the congregation seemed to
gain a new vitality. Participation in the many church programs
has been very broad.

In September 1967, Mr. William Batterman came to Mace
donia as Assistant to the Pastor with primary responsibilities
in the area of Youth Work and Christian Education. As a result
Mr. Batterman's work the activities and programs ofymuth
groups were accelerated to a new level. Mr. Battemaarained
atMacedonia until May, 1968 when he acceptedlbas pastor
to New Covenant Lutheran Church in High Poike was
followed by Mr. Jerry Schumm in September of 1964.
Schumm'’s official title is Director of Youth Ministry. Tledforts
of both of these yang men have been outstanding. Tgh
point of this activity was the presentation of a folk mass
January 26, 1969.

In June of 1968, the Rev. E. K. Bodie, who had retired from
full time ministry, came to Macedonia as an Assistant to Pastor
Whiteside. His efforts with the older members of our
congregation as well as the congregation at large have been
very rewarding.

Macedonia has had the rare privile?e of having the North
Carolina Synod hold two of its annual meetings here in the
past four yars. The Synod met in May, 1965 at Macedonia for
the first time in fortyfour(}/ears, and again in May, 1969. The
1965 meeting was related to the dedication of our new sanctuary
and the 1969 meeting was held at Macedonia in conjunction
with the 100th anniersary of the congregation.

Macedonia today is still growing. It still has a healthy-con
cern for the community as well as for its€ifplaying that
concern through individual services performed by many fnem
bers of the congregation and its pastor.
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Pastor Whiteside appears relieved as he looks aidhe
It has just survived a fall from the belfry during

the destruction of the 2nd Church building.

The church bell was originally purchased by the North
Carolina Railway for use in thgnion Church.

The bell was cast by Henry McShane, Inc. of
Baltimore in 1874, and weighs about 700 pounds.

When the Union Church building was torn downlie34
the bell was purchased by the late Ben V. Ma

the late H. F. Mitchell. Five years later in 1939 the
bell was installed at Macedonia.

Now, it has been installed into its new mounting in
the new sanctuary.
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PASTORS
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Simeon Scherer

W. A. Julian
18731876
18691870
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J. L. Buck 18821887

Whitson Kimball 18761880



Stu. C. A. Brown
1889

V.Y. Boozer 18951898
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C. B. Cox C, . Morgan
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H. P. Wyrick
T. S. Brown
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